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Death of 2 Polyvinyl Chloride Workers

- From Rare T)pe of Cancer Is Venﬁed
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A second death from angiosarcoma of
the -tiver, » rare form of cancer previousty
linked to vinyl chioride occupational expo-
sure, has been discovered in the polyvinyl
chioride plastic fabricating industry, the
Connecticut Health Deptnmcntamoad

~=in Hartford.

-“'mem«mmmmeomnmm
occupation danger of cancer from vinyl
chioride, & gas used to make palyvinyl
chioride plastic, may be. more widespread
"thdheentbmght. Since January, 13
‘Onses of liver angicsarcoma have been de-
_ tected among vinyl chloride workers from

that mamifactured the gas or that po-
“lymerized the gus into the plastic. 8ix other

. eases bave been reported abroad *

= But the Connecticut cases are the first
Mmown in the polyvinyl chloride fabricating
mdustry, which turns the plastic into a myr-
- fad of finished products ranging trom furni-
ture to coated tabric to electric cable cover-
ing. German scientists rece reported
finding '‘precursers’’ of angicaarcoma in the
livers of six workers in a plant that turned
polyvinyl chloride plastic into tiles.

But the Connecticit cases, confirmed as
mﬂmmsbymﬂmcmwhﬂ
tude in Bethesda, Md., are the first actusl
cases. In the U8, an estimated 6,500 per
sons work in the vinyl, chloride industry,
while the number working in the polyvinyl
chloride (ndustry numbers in the hundreds
of thousands.

m&mnewctnﬂedt.hbepa.rtmmtm-
nounced. the first' case last week, and Gen-
eral Eleciric Co. disclosed that it was a 80-
year-old employe who for 30 years had oper-
ated machines at a Bridgeport cable man-
facturing plant that processed various plas
tics, including polyvinyl chloﬂde. The man
died last July, CE said. * .

The second case Brtved me vho
worked as an nm i

'] sirdk. roae -Labiar -

dﬁu'ldeubﬂuﬁncplmmﬂnumcput
of the state. A health department spokea-
man - declined to fdentify the factory In-
volved, and a Labor Department spokesman
tp Washington identified it only as & Strat-
ford plant that makea: polyvinyl-costed .tad-

rics. A further investigation i3 being under-
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occupational exposure and angiosarcoma in
the two poiyvinyl chloride workers cannot
hemadt the Labor Department spokesman
sald contact with all other. chemicals, drugs
and diseases that can effect the Lver had
been ruled out in the two canes, leaving only
polyvinyi chloride a2 a known possibility. -
Connecticut’s cancer registry, whicl' un-

coveresd the two cases and which ia-one of
thie oldest and most accurate in the natio,.-
liats six confirmed cases of anglosarcoma of .
the lver xince the registry was begum in -~

1935. The other four. cases didn't have

known' exposure to either vinyl chloride ar .

palyvtuyl chloride, to Dr.:Ber;
bars Christine, &Idotthehedthdm
ment’s chronic disease section: She 3aid the

link between polyvinyl d'du!de and the two

mﬂo-reanu deaths ‘mlght jult be
chance.”; -
'l‘he\inkbemmﬂnylcmmkhmuld
Uver angilosarcoma is strong, and scientists
believe that if a link is determined between
expamire. t6 polyvinyl chloride plastic and.
the rare cancer it will be because the plastic
contains po&et.l_.o(vunpdymﬂind vinyl
chioride tonomer” that' are libersted In
heating the plastic when it i3 fabricated into
different
L.abu'Dep:rtmmt hearlnpdulmdm
mmmmmwm
stmospheric concentrations in factaries are
scheduled to begin June 23 In Washington. A
temporary ceiling of ¥¢ parts vinyl chioride
permﬂﬂmwudﬂrhmﬂyheﬂoct
Department has proposed a
Nmit 5t Jevals too small to be detected, a re-
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