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Dear Dr;-Kéhoe,

‘I thought you might be interested in the present state at this Flant
end in the Company generslly, and the following narrative should put you 1n
the picture for iir, Bevan's visit, which I believe is planned for early :
Pebruary. Mr. Banks is sccompsnying him.

¥hen I returned here on the 19th December I found conditions far
from satisfactory. This was due to too much attention by too few personnel
being given to the documentation concomitant with the changeover from British
Ethyl to Associated Ethyl end too little to hygienic conditions on the plant.

The eir figures in our lead smelting building were very bad. In the
last few days of December they were 5.6, 4.9, 5.6 and 14.7 mgms. lead per 10
cubic metres. - The physiologicel samples, especially for faeces, were as
unsatisfactory as hitherto, despite the werning I had given in August 1947.
I shall be sending you these figures later to keep your list up to date.

I reported by understatement, but adversely, on the hypmenlc conditions
of the plant generally, adhering strictly to facts. This report had a very
salutary effect, even though it upset the Management very considersbly. At
least some action of reasonable vigour is being taken. It is slow but is
. geining impetus, and the air enelysis figures, if not satisfactory, are very
considerebly improved and are now below 1.5 mgms. lead per 10 cubic metires
end in most cases below 1.0 mgms. lead per 10 cubic metres. - The prod will
continue to bé wielded by me. I have ir. Bevan's full consent in writing snd
verbally to press, brutally if necessary, for & hygienic state of affsirs here
approsching thet ¢f Beton Rouge.

As 1 told you our method of air enalysis here is not setisfactory
and ‘I would be most grateful if I could have Dr. Kurt's reports on the
recounmended method as early as possible, as our people here are indeed interested
and will meke every effort to put our mnalysis on & rationel basis. As you
know, our slloy building has never been subjected to air snslysis. %e are now
trying with a field kit, but it is not satisfactory, the results being much lower
than would be anticipsted from the degree of faecsl excretion of lead.

(Contd.)

KE 00105:;



T [ Dr. R.A. Kehoe, U.S.A.. ‘ TR Dark, 24th Jenuary, 1948, 7.l

We heve not yet received a copy of your correspondence on the situetion in
Fetro Congo. Copies for lir. Rorfey and myself were being typed when I left.
E There have recently been a fair number of requests from medical people not
connected with The Associated Ethyl Co. Ltd., for &n outline on various sspects of
;tetra methyl lead. As you did research on this I would be grateful for anything
you could let me have for record.

I had & long talk with Dr. Sanders on stippled cells, and obtained some of
your stain end brought it back here. Ve have not the same facilities for drying
but it is being accomplished as quickly as possible. We have not been able to get
the same results or as good a degree of staining as you do in Cincinnati, and I
should say the tempersture at which the slides are taken and steined is appr0x1mately
109-15° lower than in your lsborstory. It would seem that our results with your
method of staining are similar -to yours, but with our method of staining we still
continue to have a very high number of stippled cells. I shall be sending some
slides to Dr. Sanders for staining end counting in your laborstory, together with a
list showing our findings with the modification of the Sellers stain.

I was in the London Uffice a few deys ago snd at the Courtsuld Institute.
Professor Dodds informed me that he would underteke a aurvey to determlne faecal
excretion of lead in unexposed individusls,

The situation regarding medical consultants is far from satisfactory. There
~is still chaos resulting from the war years, sni the situstion is fer from clear. I
* em going to the rersian Gulf with kir. fryke in sierch to see what we csn set up there.
~It hes been decided thet we will provide all medicsel examination forms tor medical
consultents which will be the property of the Company. I heve been ssked to write

. & booklet showing briefly the medicel sspects of the lead picture. This will be

- presented to you for editing. It is intended to present, under one cover, a general
-~outline which cen be supplemented by litersture when our stocks btecome adequate.

~ I know you dislike 'Digest$', but as it must needs be pure plagierism I hope you will
~ treat it kindly. The Operations Department hsve slready prepsred their picture

- for presentation in one book.

I sadly miss my beef stesks, but it is nice to be home again; I trust thet
- krs. Kehoe and yourself ere in good heelth. Irlesse give her my best regards. I
- am sure you enjoyed having Katie with you over Christmas.

¥ith kind regards,
Yours very sincerely,

Wmico
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E. Davison.
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