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Dear D r . Kehoe,

I  th ough t  you m igh t  be in t e r e st e d  in  th e p r esen t  s ta t e  a t  t h is  P lan t  
and in  th e Company ge n e r a l ly , and th e fo llow in g n a rr a t iv e  sh ou ld  pu t  you in  
th e p ic t u r e  fo r  Mr. Bevan 's v i s i t ,  wh ich  I  b e l ie v e  i s  plan n ed fo r  e a r ly  y . 
Feb ru ary . Mr. Banks i s  accompanying h im.

When I  re tu rn ed  h ere on th e 19th  December I  found con d it ion s fa r  
from  sa t i s fa c t o r y .  Th is was due t o  too much a t t e n t io n  by too few person n el 
b e in g given  t o  th e docum en tat ion  con com itan t  w ith  th e ch an geover from  B r i t i sh  
Eth y l to  A ssoc iated  Eth y ljan d  too  l i t t l e  t o  h ygien ic con d it ion s on th e p la n t .

The a i r  f igu r e s in  our le ad  sm e lt in g b u ild in g were ver y  b ad . In  th e 
l a s t  few days o f December th ey were 5*6» 4 ,9 , 5«6 and 14 .7  mgms. lead  per  10 
cu b ic m et res. The p h y sio lo g ica l sam ples, e sp e c ia l ly fo r  fa e c e s, were as 
u n sa t isfa c t o r y  as h it h e r t o , d e sp it e  th e w arn in g I  had given  in  August 1947»
I  sh a l l  be sen d in g you th ese  f igu r e s l a t e r  to  keep your l i s t  up t o  d a t e .

I  repor ted  by u n derstatem en t , bu t  ad v e r se ly , on th e h ygien ic con d it ion s 
o f th e p lan t  ge n e r a l ly , ad h er in g s t r i c t l y  t o  f a c t s . Th is r e p o r t  had a very  
sa lu t a r y  e f fe c t ,  even  though  i t  u p se t  th e Management very  co n sid e r ab ly . At 
l e a s t  some ac t io n  o f r eason ab le  v igou r  i s  be in g taken . I t  i s  slow  b u t  i s  
ga in in g im petu s, and th e a i r  a n a ly sis f ig u r e s, i f  not  sa t i s fa c t o r y ,  ar e  very  
co n sid e r ab ly  improved and ar e  now below 1.5 mgms. lead  per  10 cu b ic m etres 
and in  most case s below 1.0 mgms. lead  per  10 cu b ic m e t r es. The prod w i l l  
con t in u e t o  be w ielded  by me. I  have Mr. Bevan 's f ul l  con sen t  in  w r i t in g  and 
v e r b a l ly  t o  p r e ss, b r u t a l ly  i f  n ecessar y , fo r  a h ygien ic 3t a t e  o f a f f a i r s  h ere 
approach in g t h a t  Baton  Rouge.

As I  t o ld  you our method o f a i r  an a ly sis h ere i s  n ot  sa t i s fa c t o r y  
end 1 would be m ost g r a t e fu l  i f  I  cou ld  have D r . K u rt 's r e p o r t s on th e 
recommended method as e a r ly  as p o ssib le , as our peop le h ere ar e  in deed in t e r e st e d  
and w i l l  make every  e f fo r t  t o  pu t  our a n a ly sis on a r a t io n a l  b a s i s .  As you 
know, our a l lo y  b u ild in g  h as n ever  been  su b jec ted  t o a i r  a n a ly s is .  We ar e  now 
t r y in g  w ith  a f i e l d  k i t ,  bu t  i t  i s  n ot  sa t i s fa c t o r y,  th e r e su l t s  be in g much lower 
th an  would be an t ic ip a t e d  from  th e degree o f fa e c a l excr e t io n  o f le ad .
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V«e have n ot  y e t  r ece ived  a copy o f your cor respon den ce on th e s i t u a t io n  in  
P et r o  Congo. Copies fo r  U r . R o ffey  and m yself were b e in g typed when I  l e f t .

/P There have r e ce n t ly  been a f a i r  number o f r e q u e st s from m ed ical people n ot  
con n ected w ith  The A ssociated  Eth y l Co. L t d ., fo r  an o u t l in e  on v ar io u s asp e c t s o f 
t e t r a  m eth yl le ad . As you d id  r esear ch  on t h is I  would be g r a t e fu l  fo r  an yth in g 
you cou ld  l e t  me have fo r  r eco r d .

i f  I  had a lon g t a l k  w ith  D r . San ders on st ip p le d  ce l l s ,  and ob tain ed  some o f
‘"your  s t a in  end brough t  i t  back h e r e . We have n ot  th e same f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  d ry in g 

b u t  i t  i s  be in g accom plish ed as q u ick ly  as p o ssib le. We have n ot  been  ab le  t o  ge t  
¿th e same r e su l t s  or  as good a degree o f st a in in g  as you do in  C in c in n at i, and I  
'sh ou ld  say  th e tem peratu re a t  which th e s l i d e s  ar e taken  and st a in e d  i s  approxim ately  
;1 0 °- 1 5 ° low er th an  in  your lab o r a t o r y . I t  would seem t h a t  our r e su l t s  w ith  your 

method o f st a in in g  are sim i la r  'to  you rs, bu t  w ith  our method o f st a in in g  we s t i l l  
con t in ue t o  have a very  h igh  number o f st ip p le d  c e ll s .  I  sh a l l  be sen d in g some 

•' s l id e s t o  Dr . San ders fo r  st a in in g  and coun t in g in  your lab o r at o r y , t oge th e r  w ith  a 
l i s t  show ing our fin d in gs w ith  the m od ificat ion  o f th e Se l le r s  s t a in .

I  was in  th e London O ffice  a few days ago and a t  the Cou r tsu ld  I n s t i t u t e .  
P r o fe sso r  Dodds in form ed me t h a t  he would un der take a su rvey  to  determ in e fa e c a l  
excr e t io n  o f le ad  in  unexposed in d iv id u a ls.

. The si t u a t io n  r egar d in g m edical co n su lt an t s i s  far  from sa t i s fa c t o r y .  There
i s  s t i l l  ch aos r e su l t in g  from th e war y e ar s, and the s i t u a t io n  i s  f a r  from c le a r .  I  
am goin g to  th e P e r sian  Gu lf w ith  Ur . Pryke in  march to  see what we can  se t  up t h e r e . 
I t  h as been decided  t h a t  we v / i l l  p rovide a l l  m ed ical exam in at ion  forms fo r  m ed ical 
co n su lt an t s which w i l l  be th e p roper ty  o f th e Company. I  have been  asked to  w r ite  
a b ook le t  showing b r ie f l y  th e m edical asp e c t s o f the le ad  p ic t u r e . Th is w i l l  be 
p resen ted  t o  you fo r  e d i t in g . I t  i s  in ten ded t o  p r esen t , under one cover , a gen eral 
o u t l in e  which can  be supplemen ted by l i t e r a t u r e  when our st ock s become ad equ ate .
I  know you d is l ik e  ’D ige st ^ ’ , bu t  as i t  must n eeds be pure p lag ia r ism  I  hope you w i l l  
t r e a t  i t  k in d ly . The O perat ion s Department have a lread y  prepared t h e ir  p ic t u r e  
fo r  p r esen t a t io n  in  one book.

I  sad ly  m iss my b ee f st e a k s, bu t  i t  i s  n ice  to  be home aga in . I  t r u s t  t h a t  
m rs. Rehoe and y o u r se l f are in  good h e a lt h . P le ase  g iv e  h er my b e st  r e ga r d s. I  
am su re you en joyed h avin g K a t ie  w ith  you over  Ch r istm as.

With k in d r e gar d s,

Yours very  sin ce r e ly , .

E. Davison .
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