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Rare Ltver C anCer Deemed Job D:sease
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wmsmw Ky.(UPI)-— BIock said the 'g

.lm officia} of the Kentucky|Institute af Occupational Safety|

Ioccupatioml Safety and Healthiand Health made ade the degjsion
Administration repprts that thejto label angmsarcoma as_an
tederal goverpment bas de-loccupalional disease during 2o
all-day meeunz in Washmgton
Friday.

Block saxd twa proxmnent
pathologists from the National
Institutes of’ Health and -the
National Cadcer Institute con-
sifirmed that angiorarcoma, the
liver cancer, tock the lives of
four employes who worked in
the polyvinyl chloride process
Block, medical consultant for{at the Goodrich plant here.

the Kentucky Occupationall He added that 33  plants
Safety and Hu.llh Administra-jacross pation manufacture
tion.” | T b oo, . lvinyl e FTT)
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naljuse it auch a way as tofmuch stncmr than the federal
expose their emploges to it. “Helgovernment's.” The company
said authorities estimate thatsald it enforces. standards ¢

as many as 6,500 workers baveallowing a manmmll.tnm expmmef
sed io vinyl chioridejOf 50 parts per an parts o
m ;?o's d m{ s;lfu air, compared with government
" (standards of §00 parts per -
*Blork said ' national health mi!hon parts Of air. s
officfals amre placing special . R A
emphasis on results expected
next week of further testing of
55 workers in the Loujsville
Goodrich plant, whose previous
biood tests showed: smbnor-
malities. They were. among 271
employes tested at the plant. ..
The ‘Louisville facility uses
vinyl chloride in the processing

of a plastic for manufaciure of
phonograph records and some
food containers. -+ ~ -
~Bloek said Goodrich * Co.
ds show at least 29
joyes al {ts  Lonisville
tallation bave ‘died of cancer
ince the facility went into
peratiog in the 1940s. Qf that
urnber, 22, worked thh viny!l
chloride. Block said. . -
He said the four whosg deaths
jave been atiributed to angi-|
osarcoma all died within the
last six years and all probably
Wwére .exposed to high concen-
Jrations of viny} chloride during
-clear{n: operations.* | N
Goednch ofticials ’ aaid the
companys standards regarding
Epoeurc to viny! chlor'd.e are
A ] ~
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e deaths pf
erial o WOF Gendrich
nokel from a “aew™
Conal canee v U w i’ same 5,00
eed b e V0i ol SWtes may be cx.

iptiont of aegiohrenna of 1he

fagel to there and possle
iz, 2% a2 new preppa-
e« yectetday Ine Lor,
of of the Noyjonel
Oreypitiniel  Bafxy  and
(\"1'\"?.

Al'vr ponperting wlth state, {edoral, in-
TN ST | |:h-:r'rl-prcwm:l,(ivos here,
Wew arttewders g series of “posfiiive”™
Lo gauben Ao profaet gy vingl
Les ] Uy pather mosp sk
w1 anpimeresma, tha st
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tlay's meeling (Tt ofhrr workers at the
fells fane Gasdrich plant have yeparlsd
Jiver proffems that may e Jinked o
their emnlagment in srcay wliere yoly-
viryl ehtaride vapers are prevalend.

Kev's ntilee, follmine the wmeeting that
wis ¢nsed o the pri~e, relveed a state-
menl quoting 1he NIOSH diceclor as say-
fng these a=tions are Tweing taken in ro.
sprase to the situation:

w NIOSH i recommending that inter-
i industrialwpienn  procautions  and
ennfrals he dasthuted al tha Gosdrieh
plant,

The frileral Oceupatinnal Salcly and
Mralth Administration {OSIEA) currenily
cnfnrees p stavrlrd of 590 parts of paly-
vinyl ¢hinride e por millinn pats of
aie, It the slasdard s alosd ot heallh
effezts nther thon ausinsyreama, which
until poy t'wd nil Teon Jinked s the
ehemicn),

v NIOSH  will “accclerale” an in-
dusiey-wide epldentlrlogicsl study in an
cffor{ to produce more Informntion on
the eausc-anileffect relatienship af poly-
vira! chlurirde apd angiosarcoms,

» It oenjusctien with (he National

(3
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Cancer Institute, NIOSIE wil) start tox.
jeatoicnl sludies uxng Iaboratery ani.
rialy 12 gel moze plormatlen, The car.
fEest of the results woghl ant be sraitable
fere gl Jeoal a year, & KIDSIT spekraman
satd,

Additianally, thr agency reporied (hat
the Department of lleallh, Edueatian and

.

Tomorrow might be
renamed Rainday

Iy poing 1o b A great weekend for
golf —I you wart to walch the flawaiian
Open o television, The wneatherman
|1"r~t|lt|< wimidy ekies for forvight with &
chance of raln, and mure of the Same tn.
meavrow,

The Iaw tomeperslere tanicht i oxe
pecteld 1o be near 30, The high inmarrow
will be in the upper 30s. The low tem-
perature 1ast nighl was 52,

Na sanshine is expeeted untll Monday.

The Nalinnal Weather Scrvice savs
that 1lare’s M) per erat chanee of Fain 1o-
nirhl amd &0 per eont Cliane lOMQEYDW,

Full weather dala en TPage AB,
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Welfare has moved through alficial chan
nels 1o oblain the velease of toxieological
data frein a study not yet completed in
Euranr.

A simrary {alle af errly dnta from
tie Burapean study indieates that vinyl
clilaride. whick Ix usel In the manufre-
ture of palyving] chinvide, is prohably the
chici stspect ampng (e pwre (han 50
chemical  substances to which  poly-
erizatinn workers are expased,

(Tolevinyt ehlotide i used to make

phonazrspht records and  plastic pipe, :

amenzg olhier things.)

. Key's slatement yeSterday said that pa- -

theloglsts at 1he government's National
Inglitutey of Thealth elinieal center had
reviewed the Loulsvitle death cases and
eanfirmed  the angiarercoma diagnoses
male lndependently in Kentucky.

An  indeslrialbyeione  team  from
NIOSH and (he Kentueky Department ol
Lobor visitedl the Bells Laae plant last
werk mn uade dntorim Yecommenidattons
to Gopdrich for irhtening controts and

See NEW -
Fack pags, enl, 4, this seellon

"New‘ cancer
ans Goodrizh -
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reducing worker cxposure Lo vintl chlo-
yhile to an abselule minitmum.

- Nepnnbile, trete were other devel-
opicsts en 1he ease:

» The AFL-CIY h'n echeluled 2 - o4
Iyt in Alron, Ohie, for Feb. 12wl ©
lmluunnule hn|nlu..llun( of the ¢ .or
ouibreak n tovisvilie witl b discussed.
The union aleesly bac a {ak {aree in.
vestizxiinzg {n the palyvingd chilvride in-
diestry.

w OSITA anpoumeed that U wilt hold
on infarmational and fact wer hieanng
fn Washinzten st tie !)cce.t"mr-ﬂ af
Tabme on Feb, 15 1o gother mure it in
conpretlun with sctting federst werker-
Frvlection standards,

Sheldon Samucls, an Indusirial-hygiene
expert at the AFLLIO, sald yretterday
tha! he and other labor offividls are
“aravely corversied™ about the Looisyille
situmtdon and thal woriers are “very
senred”

e »aid that since 1061, fur exampls,”
the Dew Chetoical Ca. has veluniarily en-
Ioreed a2 siantard in te onn planis that is
16 tineg Iasee Whan the current Tederal !
standord of 500 parts of polyvinyl chlo-
ride vapor,

“haw enncludend there were effects on
e wolioes at ol dease 100 parls o .
lion and they apt a -oms- -per on
Karnwels sapg,

Gomlyich otbivia als have contended (hat
they, tog, zee onfercing 2 stardird in
their Fouisvilie plant au-l in four others
around the emntrey that s Jar bctny tha
maxlinuin ament pecmitied by QK3
Y We think the Lavisville situstion will
comne itder ennteal” Simpele said, “anif
we think the reactioa of the ennany with
be responsslle, *they are 7ot (o be critl.
cized o this”

- Samarels, however, hod harsher words
for the gavernmenl, e char2eld 1hal

“NI05H and the chief of ils lnslwtngiul

1, 1erberl Slectinser, have pot
1 rl'lnrulrs

branch,
lu-x-n l‘c"lmlhl\(‘ ln the pafrein:

Boatmels s

slambarel fz‘ulll FIFL 4n ry) |.; . l. " ;,“.
is the e v i §s sesqape glde f o B
the They stamdard, Tte Lol |.n whal iYa
masl iprn. wants 19
1wl B LIETRNTIN Y




A 10 1 corritigon kAL,

Investigation of rare liver cancer

SATURDAY, YEPTUARY 2, 1978

geis s .u;tw::{rf iniernational aitention

By CHARLES I RARCOCK
Coorsbr-Joyral: Statt Writer
The investization of the chemical bee
Lieved to have causnid the sare Liver cun-
err that killed for workers at the Logis-
ville B, F. Goodrivk plant has taken on
natiopal and inleraazional scope.

Dr. J. Bradford Black, medical consuit-
ant for the Keaehy Ozcupational Safely
and Heagtth Administration {QSHAL Te-
ported last nichi the following actiuns
{from an all-day mect:ng at the National
Ingtiteie of Occupational Safoty and
Mealh (NIOSH; in Washizgton:

¥ Two leading patholovists, from the
Naticoal Instizutes of Healib I.‘id the Na-

tional Cancer Insiitute, confirmed that 3l
four men dicd of mngiosarcoma of the
1wer, an unusuz! form of cancer.

w Acting on tle belief that the cancer
was calxscd by the men‘s exposure to the
chemizal wn}l chloride, N10SH declared
il 2 new orcupational disease,

w Dr. Marcus Ky, director of N10SI,
set up task forces of the 25 medica! and
Industey experis at the meeling tondke 2
worlgeide study of the use of the chem-
ical and its effects an wotkers. Spécial
emphasis will he placed on fuzthec tests
ing of 55 workers at the Louisviile plant
whose blood has shown abnormalitics in
enrly tests,

“Rizhi now, the only four Lnown ra<es
of this diccase are rizht here in Lou's
ville,” Bleck said. “But ilns thing has
tremendous imphcationz nationally and
interpationally.”

He noted that statistics eiled at tha
meeting yosierday show that 13 plants ia
the United Staies manufaciure vinyt ol
ride, and 15 more plants use it tu such a
way that emptoves eould be expered o it
1t is cstimated that & total of 6 L33 vork-
ers at these plants esuld have been ea.
posed.

“And they make a lot more we of vinal

See PROBE
Back page, cob 1, this scclicn

Probe of rave  liver cancer

gains wider

Conlivued Yram Page Qne

chloride in Furope™ Rlack said. 1 think
when peepls sion iookl"* bask at medic
cal rcoords in 0ihor piaces we're sure to
find more deatas lro-n this p:mcuiar dis-
ease””

The Lewitvitie nleat uses the chemical
fo meke polyviay) chlorice, & plastic uxcd
for such thinge as phoneJraph yrcords
and some foul ¢ i

The federa! ¢ at and Drug Acminiz
{ration was rvepreseated At )e~.erdu s
niceting, Dinck noted, becavse of the ue
of po'y\uwl rhionde in food containers
and wrapegrs “Tlore's no 1eassn 1o be-
licve therc's ary denfer 10 the gondisl
public,' he gaid, “Lbut FDA wants \o stay
informed,”

The LT, Cnc.lr:d- plent in Lovisville -

reported les. weck that 1 wus in.
vestirating 1he canver deaths of 1hiee
mien (g fourth v.2< later added) ta seo it
they were reiaind jo their voik. btate
a-:d foderal OSIA officizls thon joined
in the search.

Block said his siate stalf will work with
the compuany »nd the Center for Idecase
Conurol in Ailariz W continue recerch
frf{o patl m ol records at thie Lotilse
vilie plant onct Lo complcle Llesis on the
otrer workers 3L tac piant who have been
paracu'atdy eiposed ta viny chloride,

Tne declor sald that Goodrich recards

attentio 1

show at least 2@ korkers al the plani
have died of cereer since the 17405 when

it opercd, hic is val ap unuswely high

pumber, Rlovk emphaszed. Of lﬁme
hovevey, 22 Lad workied with viny! cilo:
tlde.

At the plaunt oaly ahout 270 of seme
1260 va:kon _rc {evolved fn the
chloride mr
anoiher arca v
mare work or,’ .

Block stid that B. F. Gonlrich began
testing 1he blood of 271 workess in 1hbe
viryvl chloride section of the plant last
Scpiember, O thoie, 55 werc fouréd to
have sonie fotm of abrormal Liver func.
tion =nd redtesting was completed this
week.

When the resuitz are in. probahly some
1ime pext Veeek, Block said, doctoss will

bo able to desermine if mﬁrc should be

dons

(1ther aryanizatione rcprc:cn!.ed at the
meeting in Washinmon yesterdav v ill
continue the inveshgation of 1 ¢kio-
ride on the national and interaztional
Iovels. Plock ad&ded.

The State Depariment is corlacl'n" at
lesst ore European cpuntry which is re-
porteg 1p have done fresearch on winyl
chloride tlist kas not been pulilwted in
the West.

The Monufarturing Chemists n-«.c;.'

ation, which had slready been eonduriing
2 study of indostrs use of the ¢h c.:l
um braaden and inlensify de rescircin.

NIOSH 1z starung a woridwide biter
atire search for medieal dma en the
chemical and thse rere angiosarcoma it's
nou linkhed with,

Amoua (e gurstions the eunerts are
sceking ansacm do are wheiner lond
lexels of low exposure ot briel pestude of

high cxpasure to 1he vapers of *.e chert.
u.'-l lend 18 the eoncer. Black sad, The
Jour micn who AQicd were all veiersn ome
ploves vha ¢ proRabiy ex,=unl to
hizh cuncentrations during ¢lyaning nper-
at:nns.

Traieal federy! remidalinng sei fiane
darps of pa paee hon 3uy mrl, of winyl
chlssiide per millioy pans of i, Good-
rurd 1%
ror mil-

(X2 rrwr- At wiil halg p
an wherher g

and s st 1l

n.. Thepe'it Pe

i to

stanidard b et
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Fiver Cancer Pu

WASHINGTON (AP) — Applications nationally and inter-jmore than 500 parts of vinyijbccausc of the chomical's use in
rare liver cancer fatal to [our|nationally." . chioride per miillion parts ofjfood packaging.
B.F. Goadrich employes in! glock said statistics cited|air. Goodrick officials sny theic| ‘“There’s nu reason te belicvel

P vy anse

st GF “@c.;;', sational Diseaces

there’s any danger 1o the gon-
eral pubtic,” he -«.nd bul £DA
wants o stay informed,

£1$51000dV

namcd a new eccupational dis-
ecasé by the National Institnte
of Occupational Safety and
Health (N1OSIi).

Patholozists from the Nation-
al Jnstitutes of Health and the
National Cancer Imslitute con-
firmed at a day-long mecling
Friday that the four died of
anglesarcema of the liver,

It was declared an oceupa-
tional disrase in the belinaf that
it siemmed from cxposure to
the chemical viny} chloride.

The Goodrich plant at Louis

ville uses vinyl chloride to
male polyvingl chloride, a
plastic used Jfor phonograph
records and some food contain-
ers and wrappings,
Dr. Marcus Key, director of
NIOSII, organized 35 medical
and indestry experts at Fri-
day’s meeting fnto task forees
for a worldwide sludy of how
the chemical s used and how it
affects workers.

known cases of this discase are
rizht here fn Louisville,” said
Dr. J. Bradford Biock, medical
consailtant for the Xentucky Oc-
cupational Safety and Health
Administration (QSHA). “But

“Right now, the only four{

this thing has trcmendous im-

Lavisville, . Ky., has been Friday showed 13 plants in the standard is nore 1igid, 50 paris

nation make viny! chleride, and
15 more plants use it such ihat
employes could be exposed.

It wag esiimated that a total
of 6,500 workers in the U.S.
plants could have been ex-
posed, “and they make a Jot
mere use of vinyl chioride ia
Curope,” Block said. *I think
when people start logking back
at medical records in other
places we're sure to find more
deaths from this parucular dis-
euse.*

The Louisville plant said last
week it was investipating the
cancer deaths of three men in
recent years — a fourtlt was
added Jater — to sece if they
were velated to thelr work.

Black sald the company tosé
cd the blood of 271 werkers In

sented at the Washington moet-

- dlensify jis research on industri-

he vinyl chloride section last
September, and results are due
10xt week of [urther tests on 55
who showed abpormal liver
functions.
Records show at [cast 29
workers have died of cancer
since the plunt opened in thej
19405, ot an unusually high’
number, Block stressed. Of the
29, thourh, 22 worked with vin-
y1 chioride,

Federal standards allow no

por milkion.

Block and his state OSITA
stafl wiH work witllt thc com-
nany and the Center lor Dis-
ease Conirel in Atlamta, he
said, continving to check medi
cal records.

Oiher  organizations  repre-

ing will probe the use and eof-
fects of the chemical an nation-
al and inlernational levels,
Block ndded.

NIOSH will begin a world-
widle - search of litcraturc for
medical duta about the chem-
ical and aboit angiosarcoma of
the liver.

‘The Manufacturing Chemists
Assocfation will expand and in-

al use of the chemival.

Foderal Food and Drug Ad-
minisiration represeniatives also
wete at the meeting, Block said,




