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The Environments! Protection Agency
& failing to control properly the only
chemical Congress has considered dunger-
ous enough to require special legislation,
z;wdiu to the Genera) Accounting Of-

Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) have
been wsed widely in industry since 1829,
Jorgely in electric transformers and ca-
pacitors (devices tha! store electricity).

Since the chemical was developed,
more than 500,000 tons of PCBs have
been sold to American industry.

Various studics have aseocisted PCBs
with a vsriety of health problems, includ-
Ing liver damage, reproductive disorders
snd cancer, the GAO report said.

‘The chemics) i« made even more dan-
gerous by the fact it is very persistent! and
ean exist in the environment for years.

I 1979, 200 gallons of fluid contsining
PCh% in & singlc transformer leaked into
@ Montana packing plant’s drainage sys-
tem and were processed into animal feed
and grense,
Within four months the contaminated

products and the animals to which they
were fed were disiributed to 19 siates,
Canada and Japen.
The spil] cost private firine an estimal.
_ed $2 million. They had to destroy
800,000 chickens, 3.8 million egev, 4,000
hogs, 74,000 bakery items. 400 tons of
ferd and 1.2 millivn pounds of greasc.
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“Perhaps of even greater impact on the
affected companies will be the loss of pub-
lic confidence and possible lawsuits stem-
ming from the incident,” the GAO

reported.
But cven though the EPA has been
charged by C with the ib

ity of controlling the chemical, the agency
has failed to take effective action to do so,
the GAO said.

"EPA missed by more than seven
months its congressionally mandated
deadline for issuing rules for marking
and disposing of PCBs,” the report said.

"In addition, regulations for imple-
menting the statutory ban on PCBs were
late by as much as 18 months.”

Even after the regulations were issued,
the GAO found, “EPA was not adequately
prepered to enforce them tllrough & coor-
dinated ins

pection
Because the EPA does not have the re-.

sources 1o monitor all potential PCB facil-
ities, "it must rely on the deterrent value
of its penalties and voluntary industry
efforts to help achieve widespread compli-
ance,” the report said.

owever, it continued, enforcement ac-
tion is slow pennltles for rule violations
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inigd for PCB disposal facilities, the report

said.

The GAO called on the EPA adminis-
trator to improve the enforcement and
inspection activities of the ngency and de-
velop better controls over those activities.

The EPA also should strengthen its en-
forcement activities and penoltics as wel)
83 assure greater industry awareness of
tbe PCB re:ulnuom

are red ge of 65 p dur-
mxseﬂlement and most mble PCB us-
ers have not even becn informed of the
regulations.

The EPA also has becn slow in provid-

g to the GAO, the EPA Office
of 'l'onc Substances officials agrecd with
the conclusions and recommendations of
the report and are considering ways of
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