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I acknowledge with thanks receipt of your memoranium of August 9
in connection €0 Ben Crane*s report on the use of what he presumes to be ethyl
chloride as an anti-knoek asgent. Y do not think that we have anything to worry
about from a safety standpoint if the material is actually athyl chloride., In
the operation of manufncture of this materisl at ihe Dye Works, during which
annuelly millions of pounds are made, thers has never been any case of poisoning
from the materizl. ‘The operatoars undergo no Spscialfphysiea}. padieal supervision
as attends lead operation, having only to submit e&eﬁ\ year for the usual ennual
sxaminatjion which is routins for all smployees rega@"*‘eés of apeeifie oscupation.
I saculd say that ethyl chloride, as far as toxicity i&\cn\{memed, by way of fumes
is about in the same class as gasoline itself; ihe fumes\rrom both under certain
circumstances being fatal, which presumsably is-from lack of oxygen resulting in
agphyxiation rather than any cther factor. - u‘kn:wl ehioride has been used, of
course, both as a geperal and local anaesthetic und {tssscontinusnce as a generel
one is probably dus m&inly to its. h{e.?lfunflamable characteristies rather than

for say other reason. N
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Adding ethyl eulork Q gasoline should. therefors be of no particular
significance to us from a sd0e standpos:av as the addition of it to gusoline
would create no greater hazai{ hax he gasoline itseif.

It may possibly be, o?\co se, that this material is not ethyl ehloride
as I see no reason why it would be necessary to allow it to settle out @o that
1o harm would coms %o the motor, uniess it contalns sludige impurities which mey »
be from aluminum chloride or othsr cafalysts used in it preparation. Eihyl SRR =
chloride itself anﬁ gasoline are very miscible and the addition one to the other
would require no particular further consider ration, :

If we can be of any particular assistence to you by our labnratory'-
identifying the compound in question, please let us know. A

I also acknowledge with tlmnks receipt of your other memorandum of
August 9 in refersnce to two Patalities in connestion to the accident at West
Bloomfield, New York. This emphasizes sgain the importance of air-line masks
properly fitted and supplied with fresh sir.

. H, Schaefer
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