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DETROIT — The Wor-
kmen’s Compensation Board
of Onterio has dismissed 10
of the 16 claima for .
sstion filed on behall of
Bendix of Cenads workers
who reportediy are sfleting
or have died of cancer,

Al a press Imd’m# bere this
moming, John O'Hare, vice-
president of industirial rels-
tions for Bendix. anaounced
the dismissals and argwed no
ptoc! has been givea the'
workers’ iHness is
related to working with as-
bestos.
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Bendix claims dismissed

UAW Local 195, which
represents the workers, ar-
gues the cancet wys caused by
exposure (0 athesios used in
brake linings manulactured
ot the compsny's Argyle
Road aend Prince Road
plants. .

QO'Hsre s3id ke hsd no
names for the cases dismissed
nor no explanation of the
basis on which the WCB
made its rulings, -

A WCB spokesman con-
firmed' that 10 of (he cases
had been disstlowed but said
M would provide no further
information until the familles
of the casgs invoived had

heen nutilied. Tlowever, b
shdsome ol the 10cases wen
dismissed because cuncer wa
nol involved. He sud h
would provide moreinforma
tion neal week. The union ha
submitled ihree more cases i
the WCB for compensation
meaning thal nine cases an
still under WCB review.
However, O'Haresaid, v
recognize asbestos i a poten
tially harmful subsiance™ an¢
the company “will conlinu
learning 83 much 83 we caan
about it and how to furthe
lotspcon ouf contral meih
s
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Bendix claims

{ Continued from P age One)

0'Hare 38id thecompany i»
committed 10 discontinue the
use of asbestos “‘as soon 83
possible.” but did not indi-
cate when that would be.

He also admitted the com-
peny had failed 10 comply
with all the conditions of 2
1966 Onuario government
order which direcied the
company o cease certain
practices and institute cenain
controls.

“Unfonunalely. my review
of the directives and our sub-
scqut:t actiony indiale:.;lnt
we did nol respond timely or
completely 10 thg dirsctive.
We cannol explain how this
happened of excuse it he
said. .

O'Hare argued the plants
hove alwayt been within
Onwario ministry of heslth
puidelines on all oir sampling
tests and in the majorily, were

below 30 per cent of 1he min- ]

istey’s (wo fibres per cubi¢
cenlimetrs guideline.

However, the compeny
snnounced 8 number of new
mIasures to improve satety .
which include providing
pulmonacy function tests for
altemployees annually, vacy-
uming of il brake shoes
belore use in assembly opers.”
tions L0 remove any loose
Nbret, more srict enforoe-

( ment of the rule agsinst set-

ing. smohing and drinking in
DUt os-seniitive sress.
arranging Lo sponsor amok.
ing-withdrawal clinica for
employees. snd underishing
formal education programs.

O'Hate 33id in order to
cbisin  “more  conclusive
findings oA cause and efTect
relationships in worker expo-
sure 10 asbesios st our Win-
dsor fecilities, the company
willcommission a study by sn
independent resesrch organi.
oetion,™

|

Tuesday of this week Ben-
dix snnounced it was closing
and selling its Argyle Road
plani. putting 65 of 8% work.
ersoul ofa job.

The company said the plant
wa3 uneconomic and that the
¢closing was not connecied
with the ssbestos-cuncer
controversy. .

WCB informatica olficer
Jobn Hasiings sald . this
moming the casts were re.
jectad becayse none fel! with.
in Ihe WCB's guidelines (oe
swerdingclaims. .

Some had not worked ot

Bendis lpng encugh, or got

cancer sooner than would be-
expecied if asbesios was the
cause, he said.

" Hastings ssid in order 10 get
an‘award lor asbertos-caused
\ung cancer, 3 worker hss 10
be etposed entensively (o
asbestos dust at work for 10
veary. and lung cancer must

be diagnosed 20 vears after
firstexposure.

The reason for the 20-Year
“incubstion’ penod is that
the WCB believes it 1akes 20
years for cancer 10 show itselt

alter  asbestos  evposure.
Some other authorilies dis-
agree.

Hasungisaid none of the {0
Beadiz cases could be proven
10 fall withtn the guidelines,

Two of the 10 could not be
fully investigated because the -
decensed workers' next of kin
couldn’t be found. He waid
they may yet be investigated
il 3 family member can be
located.

Haslings said the WCB
investigated the cases lor
asbesiosis, & lung-scarring
disease. as well 33 lung can-

oer.

“We looked at all 1he possi-
bilities. " he 1aid. . .
- All1he rejected caseaan be’
sppesied ' and possibly
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