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FILE MEMONANDUM

NIOSH-RECOMMENDED OCCUPATIONAL UEALTIH STANDARD FOR THE
MARUACTURT O SYITHETIC POLYMER TPRCM VINYL CHLORIDE

March 20, 1974

Industry representatives (pPVC/VeM produccrs) convencd at MCA
Headguarters on Tuesday, March 19, 1974 to review NIOSH
recommendations concerning subject health standards. The
mecting was chaired by Mr. A. Vitone - President B. F. Goodrich
Chemical.

Mr. Vitone's opening comments focused on recent rejection by
NIOSH (attached 3/11/74 correspondence) of the concept of a
threshold limit for vinyl chloride gas in the atmosphere.

This posture of "zero tolerance” (no minimum threshold level)
adopted by NIOSH was described by Mr. Vitone as a precursor

to shut-down of the industry should the present recommended
standards be promulgated. Issuance of the proposed regulations
(0Siia) was described by Mr. Vitone as imminent with the possi-
bility of DOL action by March 22, 1974.

A summary of immediate action items agreed to by a majority of
industry representatives present follows:

1.(l> Issuance of a statement to OSIA within 1-2 days regarding
industry's position (incompatibility with zero tolerance).
NOTE: Telex copics of draft statement will be forwarded
by MCA's A. Clark to management contacts (Allied - W. S.
Ferguson) for review and endorsement. MCA will then
present to OSHA on behalf of the VCM Research Group.

2. Individual firms present were urged to wire Assistant
Secretary of Labor Stender advising him of the economic
consequences of the NIOSH recommendations. The support
of koy (VCM/PVC) customers in this undertaking through
their issuancs 0of similar wires was also recommended.

(1) Committece Chrrn.: R. Fleming - Air Products
Members: Borden, Diamond-Shamrock, Uniroyal
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3. Imnediate involvement of the Socicty of the Plastics
Industry will be sought to obtain prompt and effective
support of PVC converters. SPI involvement will also
be dirccted toward development of an informational program
for Congressional representatives.

Lastly, 1
provide e

ndependent company contacts with OSHA were advocated to
rfective industry inputs to DOL regarding current efforts
and programs. (Industry/05HA liaison contact Lou Cox)

- J. M. Quinn
Director Environmental Services

JMO/ s
cc:  Mr. W. S. Ferguson

Attachment

(2) Committceoe Chrmn.: Ross Adams ASI 00023526

lembers:  Goodycar, Diamond-Shamrock




GENERAL TNPORMATION PRESENTID

B, F. Goodrich averodge worket cxposure level for all plants now
approximates 15 PPM o with leoss than 1% of workex population
cxposced to greater than 5C DD, Proeliminary personal monitoxr-
ing results have kecon in the 25-30 PPM range. Most of the BIG
data has been derived L[rom usce of the portable Century organic
vapor analyzer results include [I-C background compounds
present).  Three Bendix Analywzers have been installed at BIG's
Aavon Lake (1) and Louisville (2) plants. Bach of these units
provides a continuous read-cut of ambient VCM concentrations
from six (6) staticnary sample points. 2A high reading from

one of the six stationary points is area "spot-checked" utilizing
the portable Century unit. The staticonary units are inter-
locked to sound an alarm at 30 pPpM. Immediate respirator use
is required at the 30 PPM level with building evacuation re-
quired at 70 PPM. NOTE: BFG reports canister masks operate
without break-through for one-hour in an atmosphere containing
100 pPpPM VCII.

Unicon Carbide, Diamond-sShamrock, IHooker and Stauffer expressed
support for a "livable" TWA standard of 50 PPM. Typical
ambient VCM concentrations in polymer operating areas were
described as:

TWA (8 hr.) - 5 min. - 30 max. PPM
Excusions beyond 50 PPM are encountered infre-
quently due to leaks, etc.

sfunction in new applicants (Louisville
4 of personnel interviewed (SMA-12 bhlood

BFG reported liver dys
Of‘.

areca) approximates 403
test).

Formal cowments have bhecen submitted to NIOSH/0SHA by Air Pro-
ducts, UCC, Firestone, Conoco, Shell, Dow, BFG, Monsanto.

BFG reporied total labor force involved in PVC/VCM manufacture
and related is as fellows: (extrapolated from A. D. Little)

Labor Force
PVC/vCH Manufacture 14,000

Compounders and Processors 51,000
Users (Auto, Refrigeration) 842,000
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6. Epidemiologicol report (Tabarshaw-Cooper) will isane april 15,
1974,

Mr. vVitone presonted data from the work of Prof. Maltoni
cflecting the % incidence of tumors vs. exposure time. in
summary, the probability of cancer incidence approaches zero
(0) at concentrations of VCM in the 50-100 PPM range (95%

confidence limits). (statistics based on animal (rats)

studics. )
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Dow - VCM Freeport, Texas
UCce - PVYC Texas City, Texas

Mr. Stender has rcocguested a tour through a PVC conversion plant
within the noxt several days (Firestone volunteered to conduct
Mr. Stender through their Pottstown, Pa. facility).

8. Mr. Clark advised the VCM Recsearch Group members in attendance
that other companics now wicshed to support the research effort.
Those secking to participate are not produccrs but rather con-

sumers (60 MM 1lbs/vear). Member representatives concurred in
accepting new firms of this type at the minimum fee of $2700.
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