February 26, 1958

Dr. Russell L, Cecil, Editor
A Textbook cf Medicine

19 East Sixty-eighth Street
New York 32, N.Y.

Dear Tioctor Cecil:

I am sending herewith the completed mamuscript of

the chapye" on lead polsoning., You wiil flind it
longer than you specified, but this has seemed %o

me to be- ubavciiable. Perhaps some further editing

of the type Dr., Loeb provided will cut it down further,
but I hardly think it can be compressed to any great
extent without emasculab 1ng it, un sss8 certain uectisns
cf 1t are eliminated completely.

I have accepbed aimost every change or delstlion suggested
by Dr», Leeb, In oniy one or two instances hiave I folt
that scmething of real significance should be restored.
Inasmuch as I have occasion to note the mistakes of
cmission and commission which are made by physiclans in
their handling of cases of occupational lead poisoning, I
have tried to clarify some of the issuss that are most
troublesome. Among these the point made in the fooctnote
on page 13 might seem to be redundant, but this 1s, in
fact, the most troublesome single nroblem which nust be
dealt with at presenit, and scmethlng has to be sald about
it.

Likewise, the matter of therany, which omg would wish to
handles more tersely. is in a state of gre t confusion
“aven among phyvsicians wno would ue 8ApPEC oo kow thnclir
way around,., ‘Therefore, I have felt 1t nsg nS&PY uo s eak
of nrinciples snd zurpcses to a greater s
muy like, IT may be That Dr, Losd can shrink uh¢S sectlon
without detriment to its usefulness as he did with othoer
parts of the manuscrint, If so, I shall be still further
grateful tc him, Perhaps I am too close to the present
gituation to see in proper perspsctive that which the
medical student or physician can be expected to make use
of . After thirly years of experience the proper handling
of occupational lead poisoning seems very simple, but I
find it ccmplicated in medical practice, and especlally
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jegal rrocedurs to a remarkable extent, and
1 finé it almost aunecesﬂ“rv tc &nveLgh against
&

s
, : oult the nropsr cot.,rSP Thio, I r-eccgnize, is. not

| . the way Sextbooks are w 3.tten, and sc I have exercised as
? much restpaint as T am capable of., I *rust that what I
have done nests ;wvne”allv with your purpocses.

Sincerely yours,
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