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D ear  D octo r  C e c i l :

I  am sen d in g h e r e w it h  t h e  com p le ted  m an u scr ip t  o f 
t h e  c h a p t e r  on le a d  p o iso n in g . You w i l l  f i n d  i t  
lo n g e r  th an  you  s p e c i f i e d ,  b u t  t h i s  h as seem ed t o  
me t o  be u n a v o id a b le . P erh aps some fu r t h e r  e d i t i n g  
o f t h e  t y p e  D r . Loeb p r o v id e d  w i l l  cu t  i t  down fu r th e r ,  
b u t  I  h a r d ly  t h in k  i t  can  be com p r essed  t o  any g r e at  
e x t e n t  w it h ou t  e m ascu la t in g  i t ,  un  e ss c e r t a in  se c tio n s 
o f i t  a r e  e l im in a t e d  c o m p le t e ly ,

I  h ave ac c e p t e d  a lm o st  ev e r y  ch an ge o r  d e le t io n  su gge st e d  
by D r . Loeb . In  on ly  one o r  two in st a n c e s h ave I  f el t  
t h a t  som eth in g o f . r e a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  sh o u ld  be r e s t or e d .  
In asm uch  a s I  h ave o c c a sio n  t o  n o t e  t h e  m ist a k e s o f 
o m issio n  an d com m ission  w h ich  a r e  made by p h y sic ia ns in  
t h e i r  h an d lin g o f c a se s o f  o c c u p a t io n a l  le a d  p o iso nin g , I  
h ave t r i e d  t o  c l a r i f y  some o f t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  most  
t r o u b le so m e . Among t h e se  t h e  p o in t  made in  t h e  fo o tn o t e  
on p age  13 m igh t  seem  t o  be r e d u n d an t , b u t  t h i s  i s , in  
f a c t ,  t h e  m ost  t r ou b lesom e s i n g le  p rob lem  w h ich  m ust be 
d e a l t  w it h  a t  o r o se n t ,  an d  som eth in g h as t o  be sa id abou t  
i t .  ‘

L ik e w ise , t h e  m at t e r  o f  t h e r a p y , w h ich  one w ould w ish  t o  
h an d le  more t e r s e l y ,  i s  in  a  s t a t e  o f g r e a t  co n fu sio n  
even  among p h y sic ia n s who would be e xp e c t e d  t o  know t h e i r  
way ar o u n d . T h e r e fo r e , I  h ave f e l t  i t  n e c e ssa r y  t o  sp e ak  
o f p r i n c i p l e s  and p u r p o se s t o  a g r e a t e r  e^u on t  th an you  
may l i k e .  I t  may be t h a t  D r . Loeb can  sh r in k  t h i s  se c t io n  
w it h o u t  d e t r im e n t  t o  i t s  u se fu ln e ss a s h a d id  w ith  o t h e r  
p a r t s  o f t h e  m a n u sc r ip t . I f  so ,  I  s h a l l  be s t i l l  fur t h e r  
g r a t e fu l  t o  h im . P erh aps I  am t o o  c l o se  t o  t h e  p r e se n t  
s i t u a t i o n  t o  se e  in  p r o p e r  p e r sp e c t i v e  t h a t  w h ich  th e  
m e d ica l st u d e n t  o r  p h y sic ia n  can  be e xp e c t e d  t o  make u se  
o f .  A f t e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s o f  e xp e r ie n c e  t h e  p r o p e r  h and lin g  
o f o c c u p a t io n a l  le a d  p o iso n in g seem s v e r y  sim p le , bu t  I  
f i n d  i t  co m p lica t e d  In  m e d ica l p r a c t i c e ,  an d  e sp e c ia l l y
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i n  n e d ic c - ie g a l  p r  
t h e r e f o r e , I  f i n d  
c e r t a i n  m isco n e  e o t 
p o i n t  o ’i t  th e  p ro p  
th e  way te x tbo o k :; 
iuch re  31 r  axn t a 3

ocod u r e  t o  a. r e m ar k ab le  e x t e n t ,  and 
i t  a lm o st  a sn e c e sssr y  t o  in v e igh  a g a in st  
ion s an d im p rop er  p r a c t i c e s ,  as i t  i s  t o  
o r  c o u r se . T h is ,  I  r e c o g n iz e , i s .  n o t  
a r e  w r i t t e n , and so  I  h ave e x e r c ise d  a s 
I  am c ap ab le  o f .  I  t r u s t  t h a t  what I

h ave done m eets g e n e r a l ly  w it h  you r o p r p o se s.

Sin c e r e ly  y o u r s,

ft ob e r t  A. Keh oe, Li . D.
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