
FROM ROBERT P. CARTER
HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT 
PITTSBURGH OFFICE, 7

RE: OSHA ASBESTOS STANDARD - REGULATION 1910.1001 (FORMERLY 1910.93a)

At the time when the OSHA permanent standard for worker exposure to 
asbestos was promulgated in June of 1972, it established an 8-hour, 
time-weighted average airborne concentration of asbestos fiber of 
5 fibers, longer than 5 micrometers, per cubic centimeter of air 
effective July 7, 1972, with this value to be reduced to 2 fibers 
per cubic centimeter effective July 1, 1976. There is a good 
probability that the reduction in permissible employee exposure level 
to 2 fibers per cubic centimeter will be proposed by OSHA to become 
effective well before the original date of July 1, 1976. In the 
light of this situation, all locations making any use of asbestos 
products, particularly our refining, smelting and ingot locations, 
should review their situations with respect to their capability of 
meeting the 2 fiber per cubic centimeter limit by a much earlier date, 
which could be as soon as December 1, 1975 or January 1, 1976.

We believe that it is essential that each location review very carefully 
the materials which it is presently using for insulation and 
refractory purposes, including possible uses of asbestos paper and 
board which can give rise to airborne asbestos fiber. There have 
been several instances recently where asbestos products have been 
found to be still in use in such a way that would give detectable 
airborne fiber concentrations in routine production operations.
While the airborne fiber concentration determined at these operations 
was not excessive, it was measurable and, as such, will require 
medical examinations for the exposed employees. Of course, all scrap 
and waste material containing asbestos must be disposed of in 
accordance with the requirements of the standard.

The cost impact of these required medical examinations and the 
waste material disposal practices may well be such that further 
effort should be devoted to finding non-asbestos alternates to 
eliminate the problem altogether.

For those ingot locations which are still sawing and machining 
marinite for headers where there is the expectation of replacing 
this usage with ceramic headers as outlined in Mr. J. A. Dunbar's 
letter of June 10, 1975 re "Pilot Production of Ceramic Headers," 
it appears that there is a good probability that such a change­
over to ceramic headers will not be completed before any advanced 
effective date of the two asbestos fiber per milliliter OSHA 
standard, and perhaps not even by the presently mandated date of 
July 1, 1976. As soon as sufficient manufacturing and casting 
experience with ceramic headers has been realized, these locations
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should develop as definite a program as possible for their complete 
conversion to ceramic headers, including estimated dates for the 
completion of the various phases of this change-over. The develop­
ment of this definite written program can then be used as the basis 
for the use of appropriate respirators for any workers having 
asbestos exposures in excess of the two fiber per milliliter limit 
until the change-over to ceramic headers has been completed and 
the use of marinite discontinued altogether.

At the present time we do not know whether there will be any 
other changed requirements in the standard than the earlier effective 
date for the two fiber per cubic centimeter limit. However, if there 
are any additional or changed provisions, we will advise you of these 
and their possible impact promptly.

ROBERT P. CARTER 

RPC:1ms

Letter to: Industrial Hygienists
Copies to: Environmental Steering Committee Chairmen 

cc:
V. W. Rieke, Pittsburgh 2
J. A. Dunbar, Pittsburgh 23
G. R. Swany, Pittsburgh 23
G. H. Farrah, ATC
J. M. Plunkett, ATC
J. D. Breazeal, Davenport
R. H. Watson, Pgh. 7
M. 0. Colwell,B. D. Dinman, Pgh.
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Letter sent to:

Industrial Hygienists-

Arkansas - J. L. Laudenberg 
Badin - Earl M. Morgan
Chillicothe, Ohio, Wear-Ever Aluminum - J. Schachtele

* Chillicothe, Ohio, Wear-Ever Aluminum - J. S. Wood 
Cleveland Works - L. L. Grubb
Corona, Calif. - J. W. Mitchell 
Cressona Works - E. J. Schafer/C. Artz 
Davenport Works - K. W. Williams 
Lafayette Works - John Castor 
Lancaster Works - J. K. Sellers

* Lebanon Works - R. Andrew
Logans Ferry Works - W. D. Helmick
Marshall, Texas, Alcoa Conductor Prod.Co. - T. N. Wagner
Massena Works - G. D. Hicks
Mobile Works - W. J. Boutreis
Point Comfort Works - R. E. Podhura
Richmond Works - J. D. Gibbs
Rockdale Works - A. G. Clayton

* Tennessee Operations - J. C. Vergho 
Vancouver Works - L. L. Haisch 
Vernon Works - H. L. Chandler

* Warrick Operations - R. L. Parsons
* Wenatchee Works - J. A. Thompson

Point Henry Works, Geelong, Australia - J. H. J. Erkins 
Suriname Alum. Co., Paramaribo, Suriname, S.A. - Dr. L.E.Olmtak 
Lista etc. - 0. A. Grytting
Alcominas, Brazil etc. - M. C. Perry/Edison Daniel de Silva

Eav^geamental Health Steering Cnmmitt.pp

Arkansas - J. W. Wells 
Badin Works - R. C. Hinkle 
Cleveland Works - L. J. O'Connell 
Corona - R. H. Allen 
Cressona Works - N. 0. Kraft 
Davenport Works - R. J. Reitz 
Lafayette Works - H. R. Porter 
Lancaster Works - R. S. Howell 
Logans Ferry - J. Hicks 
Marshall, Texas - L. E. Norris 
Massena Operations - R. W. Knapp 
Mobile Works - R. V. Newsome 
Point Comfort Works - C. L. Green 
Richmond Works - G. S. Graves 
Rockdale Works - E. B. Parker 
Tifton - H. E. Chandler 
Vancouver Works - D. L. Werner 
Vernon Works - J. R. Jones

* These men are also on the Environmental Health Steering Committee
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