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By PECTER J. BERNSTTIN

Star-Lecoar Washungion Bureau
WASHINGTON — Chemical manulae-
*furers will be required w reduce by 93 per
cent airborne enussions of viny! chleride — a
cancer-causing substance widelvy used in
making plastics — under regulations to be
issued soon by the Environmental Protection
-Agency tEPAY.

The regulations are among the most de-

“{ailed EPA ever has established for an awr

contaminant. The rules set emission limits
for every phase in the vinyl chloride manu-
(aclunn{' Process.

.~ -Special air pumps will be required to
" frap so-called fugitive emissions of vinyl
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chloride gas that escape through vents and
windows of chemical plants.

EPA officials said the standard would
affect 41 piants which produce the tovic
chemical, and woud have ‘o by met within
D vears Most US vinyl chlarde piants are
inNew Jersey, Lowsiana, linois and Texas.
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Potentially dangerous traces of vinyl
chloride gas have been detected in recent
months as a resuit of {ederal morutoring near
plants in New Jersey and Texas. Similar
tests are planned at vingl chloride plants
clsewhere.
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mthm a fnc mile rad:us of vinyl ch,orloe
plants, according to EPA.

New Jersey Department of Enmvironmen
tal Protectins, «.ificizls said 21X majer viny
chloride man dacturers i the stale wouc

come undcr the: "\[.",UIEUOHQ

Hooker Chcmxc.:l Co . ,Lr‘m: ey I S0iGSCNE
Co.. Passaic; Tennaco Chemecal Co.
in Burhngton ard Flemington, and Janna!
Corp., Franhlin Township.

The chemical industry has used vinyl
chloride for decades in producing such plas-
tic. products as toys. phonograph recorcs,
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appliances and vinyl jackets. The chemical

sitracted little notice until Jan, 22, 1974,
when B ¥ Goodrich, the leading producer of
vinyl chloride 1n the country. disclosed that
several of its chemecal workers had died
from anpiosarcoma of the hiver, a rare form
ofcancer

The National Cancer lm‘.tnlute has since
conlirmed 27 cases of hver angosarcoma
among chemical workers with a iistory of
exposure to vinyl chloride. Studies of occupa-
tional exposure Lo vinyl chlonide ndicate
there is a latency period of up to 20 years
between initial exposure 10 the orgamc
.chemical aud occurrence of the disease.
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Approximately 4.6 million people live
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Only a quqrter of the vinyl chlnride

plants are 20 years or older. Mosl have
opened in recent years.

The EPA regulations do not apply to
some §.0%0 plastic fabricating pianis, wiich
use polyvinyl chloride, a chermieal dernved
from vinyl chionide. These piants accound for
about 10 per cent of the vinyl chilorude i the
air EPA said momitoring in the vicinity of
several plants showed that vinyl chlonde
concentrations were too small to make the
expense of cleaming up worthwlile.

Jack Fanner. who wrole the EPA regu-
lations, said 10 an interview that the measure
is cssentially the same as regulations the

_agency proposed last December.
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Farmer. chiefl of the standards develop-
ment branch in EPA, said the regulations are
designed to provide a reasonable margin of
safety to protect ;. .50 ¢ Realih from vinyl
chioride. They fegu.re . hemical (irms 1o use
the brest available v vl teennolo gy

The EPA cracieoan 3 the dast bnk i a
chain of regulatory actions agamnst vinyl
chloride.

In 1974, the occupational health and safe-
ty admimstration, a bronch of 1me Labor Da-
partment. issued rules limiing tt e exposure
of chemicals workers o viny: crlonida,
Planis unable to meet the standard have
been required to provide workers with resp:-
rators.
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