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5t. Louls, Mo., S e ’

the Ministry of Health anll Welfare, we have been informed that the

fnvostigation of "polsoning" by chlorinated biphenyl ia mn underway
with 8 review moecting acheduled for later this meonth, -

We ht_we in hand, however, n copy of tho roeport preparod by a medienl
group of Kyunhu University who have actually done the dotail work on
individual paticnts as the first stage of the investigation. Of course,

this is {n Japonese, and wo are having a translation made, but some

time will elapae, A bricf oummary indicatas that 14,000 people were
nllegedly {nvolved and guffered some kind of disturbance which was o
attributed to the chlorinated biphenyl exposure., On screening, howeaver,
this was reduced to 600 who could be shown to have had oxpooure, It
appeary that the symptoms weéroe largely short-texrm and may have
Involved the skin more than internal organa, The white corpuacles

count doubled from normal levels lan some Investigations of the blood,

Cur quick ocanning of the medical report indicates one cnoe of "lver . A
malfunction' and one caao of lver "swelling", but we cannot deeclde ' '
whether this was the saame individual., The more informed translation
may permit a diotinction, . ‘

At this time, the Minintry of Health a nd Welfare reports that it {3 not
planned to lepally mnke chlorinated biphenyls a '"poisonous drug".
However, there will be some regulations imposed on equipment, including
opecification oft rnatorialn of construction and periodic tosting proceduros,

I will pass along the translation when wa have it for your detalled review,
1 am quito ploased that the eotablishing of chlerinated biphenyl o8 b
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Boot rcgards '

2% . . R, Durland
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