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Mr. H, R. Wolf’1' .
Chem ical Research. Departm ent 
Re se arch  Labo ra to r ie s  D iv is  io n 
I4B5 we s t  Milwaukee Avenue 
D e t r o i t ,  Miches an

Deer Mr* Wolf?

So f a r  as  I  know, th e
q u e s t io n  r a is e d  in  yo u r l e t t e r  o f J u ly  30th  
co n ce rn in g th e  s k in  abs o rp t io n  o f su ch  o rgan ic 
le a d  compounds as  .haphthanat©  o r o le a t e ,  has n o t 
been s o lve d  by e xpe r im e n ta l o b s e rva tio n s * I t 
seems im probable  to  ms th a t  any s i g n i f i c a n t  amount 
o f abs o rp tio n  would o ccur as a consequence o f s k in 
co n t a c t  T ilt h  l u b r i c a n ts  c o n ta in in g  s u ch  compounds* 
Th e re fo re  I  doubt th e  e x is te n c e  o f  any s i g n i f i c a n t 
h e a l th  h azards  from the normal h an d lin g o f  such 
l u b r i c a n ts * I t  i s  q u i te  p o s s ib le  th a t  seme abs o rp t io n  
does o ccu r ,  though  I  sh o u ld e xp e c t i t  to  be o f  th e ra ­
p e u t ic  im po rtan ce  o n ly* On the  o th e r  hand, in  as  much 
as th e re  are  no d a ta  w i th  which I  am fa m i l i a r ,  which  
would s e t t l e  th e  m atte r  c e r t a i n l y ,  t h i s  s ta te m e n t must 
be re garde d  as  an  o p in io n  bas e d  on h yp o th e t ic a l  reaso n ­
in g ra th e r  th an  any p r e c is e  knowledge o f  the f a c t s *
I f  th e  problem  i s  on© o f  co n s id e ra b le  im po rtan ce , I 
sho u ld  th in k  th a t  some e xpe r im e n ta l o bs e rva tio n s 
in  s e a rc h  o f th e  f a c t s  m igh t w e l l  be  ju s t i f i e d *

Ve ry t r u l y  yo u rs ,

RAKiis  Ro be rt 'A* Kekoe ,' ¥ *t>*
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