August 5, 1937

ir, H. R ?:olf
: "hsmlcal Research’ Department
Research Lacvoratories Division
L85 west Hilwaukee Avenue
Detroit, liichisan

Dsar Nkr, Wolfs

: So far as 1 know, the
guestion raised In your lebtter of July 50th
conceraing the gkin absorption of such organie
lsad compounds. as .htephthanate or oleats, has not

boen solved by experimentszl cbsorw tionse It
seems improbable to ms thet any simmificant amount
of aosorntiov would oscur &3 a congeguencs of skin
contact with lubricante containing such compounds.
Thorefore I doubt the existenee of eny slignificant
health hazards from the normal handling of such
lubricents. It is quite poasible thal some absorption

- dees occur, though I should expect it to be of therae

peutic imporitance only. On the other hand, in as wmuch
es there are no dets with which I en famlliar, which

~would settle the matter certeinly, this statement must
be regarded as an opinicn based on hypothetical reasone
ing rather than any preclse kmowledge of the facts,
If the problen 18 one ¢f considersble importenceg, I
- should think thet some experimentel observations
. In search of the facts might well be jJustified.

Very truly yours;

‘ fijAK:is o ’ Fiobert R. KoL, N eDe
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