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T o x ic it y
T e t r am e t h y l Le a d

De ar D r . Kehoe :

It  w as good  to t a lk  w ith  you  th e o th er  d ay  an d I am v e r y  g r a t e fu l  fo r  you r
con fid en ce  an d a lso  fo r  you r  v e r y  p r o m p t  r e p ly  w ith th e t o x ic it y  d a t a  on  
t e t r am e t h y l le a d . One of ou r  o f f ic ia ls in  th e o r ganiza t io n  w as co n ce r n ed  
abou t  the h ealth  a sp e c t s of h an d lin g the co n cen t r a ted  flu id  an d I ad v ise d  
h im  to u se  the fo llow in g two p a r a g r a p h s:

"F r o m  in fo r m at io n  d ev e lop ed  d u r in g th e p a st  y e a r  abou t  
t e t r am e t h y l le ad , i t  i s  qu ite  c le a r  t h at  t h is p r e sen t s no 
m or e  h a z a r d s th an  th e h an d lin g of t e t r a - e t h y l  le a d . If 
th e sa fe t y  p r e cau t io n s now in  e ffe c t  fo r  h an d lin g te t r a ­
e th y l le ad  w ill b e  con t in u ed  fo r  t e t r am eth y l le ad , t h e r e  
i s  n oth in g fu r t h e r  th at  n eed  be don e.

11 Th e v o la t i l i t y  o f the m eth y l com pou n d  i s  a  g r e a t d e a l 
m o r e  th an  th at  of th e eth y l com pou n d . It  i s  m an d ator y  
t h at  m a sk s be w orn  w h en  h an d lin g co n ce n t r a t e d  t e t r a­
e th y l flu id . It  sh ou ld  be e m p h asize d  t h at  t h is p r e cau t io n  
i s  even  m or e  im p o r t an t  w h en  h an d lin g th e m eth y l 
co m p o u n d ."

I th in k  t h is i s  ad equ ate  bu t  i f  you  h ave an y o b je c tio n s, p le a se  le t  m e know 
an d we w ill ch an ge it  p r o m p t ly .

Th an k s aga in  fo r  you r  k in d n e ss.

Sin c e r e ly ,

K . R . F o u r c h e r , M , D .
K R F :g e l
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