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Gentlomean:

Attached 13 & Question and Answver l{est for rasponding *-
PCR inquiries which I »ffered to mxil tH yo: et 5ur
Peceudar 10th ARSI C-107 meeting.

I recognice that the list {s not canlete but I Faoe tn
will ser-e as 8 good atart witr furter sddi{tionr mader hvy
your respedtive committees, 8Zhould sny help be reauired
from Monsantn {n responding to additionsl questi-w. nleasrs
let wme know,.

Eincerely,

¥. B. Papageorge
Mansger. Bn/ironmental

Protectiion
me
sttachaent aom Q0Ts21
gc: Mesars: A. M. fslazar - NEMA—
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- Questi{ons snd Arswers Por AXNBI
PCB

o ol =

gaoctian '

Yhat is PCR?

Answer
AR

PCB are {(nitials whieh astond for polychlorinated biphenyl.
PCB {5 & fanlly of chlorinated hydrocardons which hsve long
heen used 88 8 fire-resicstant safety fluid in electricel

comp orants.

Queetion
Is PCRB {n Askarel?

Ansver

Asksrel s s generic nzme for the PCB-—containing flulde used
in electrical trasnsformers snd capacitore. Ind{vidual
elsctricsl equipaent msnufecturers have different trade nance
vhich descridbe thetir specifie fluid.

uestion

Explein the current envir-rmental flap nver PCB,

Answver

In the lid-éO'l. iclontific {nstrusents becaas sootisticeted
ta the point where perta-per-aillion or even parts-per-billion
af 9 subatance 2ould Ye de‘ected (n the envirsament.

Samd{sh uimtilu looking for DOT. encauntered “interferri-g
svhetances” in their laboratory nﬂ‘lyltl. T™hese sudatsnces
they {dentified as PC3.

Sudsequently other seisntints in other parts of the world

looked for and found PCB in @ variety of samples; thut leadins
to the conclusion thet PB exists in the worldwide environee«
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PCB QUestions and Ansvers For ANSI o
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3. Question -i
How does PC3 get tnté the environment?
Answer
Probably through imcroper hendling, use and dispossl. A
frequently cited sccident occurred {n Jsven in 1368 when

PCE leaked into rice oill which the Jsoanease use for cookirys.
Levels 1n the 04l resched 2,000 to 3,000 parts-per-millisn.

Eowever, it should be emphasized thet when properly handled,

Jysed end disposed of, PCE csn Ue ags safe tO use e8 any ~ther
ctemicel ~- many of which are muich more dangerous thsn PCRH.

5. Question
Is PCB toxic?
Answer
Toxicity {s e relstive tern. Somes studies have shown {* =g
toxic to certsin species of dirds snd fish, NKore {woortant.
PCE is e persistant chealcsl which Luilds up {n the en-iron-

ssnt. JIt, therefore, should not be gllowed tn eacape to the
environment,

€. GQuestion
Does PCB cause birth defects?

Answer

Again, some etudies heve shown 1t can be detremsntal ts the
reproductive cycles of certain species nf wildlife.

ADM 007423

224

HARTOLDMONOO1 774i
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7. Question -t
Is the putlice 4n any iuediltc danger?

Answer
R

e Pedarel Government st a press conference in Bestesber,
1371, stated esohatically that the oudblic wes in n> danger
from present levels of PCB now in the environment, They
said proper steps were teling taken to reduce further escape
of PCB which would ultimately reduce even the low levels
currently Seing found (n the environment,

8. Questiom
How can PCB e dlsposed of?

Ansver

Under high tampersture, controlled incineration, PCB braeakr
down into hydrochlori{e acid, carbdbon dioxide snd water.
Thers sre three commercisl incinsrstors {(n the United Btates
which can hendle dispossl of used fluids. Contact your
suppllier for informetion ebout returning used fluids foc
proper -dispoesl,
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