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The Managing Director, \/
Australian Blue Asdestos Limited, . /.
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Dear sir, b . .

! deeinions,
17-95-4949 |
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INDISTRIAL MATTERS, After copies of the
Industrial Agreement were Torwarded t0 you about four weeks
8go, the Carpenters and Painters entered a olaim for an
award and the Engineers Union raised some objeotion to the
terms of the egreement. The position was disoussed with
the Unions, agreement reached on three oocaslons, followed
by attempted alterations on the part of the Unions, but

finally the matter was submitted to the Court without any
alteration of note, °

¢

Evidence was submitted by the Union at Perth
and transoript is enolosed. The Court then proceeded to
Wittenoom where further evidence was called by the Umions
and Mr, West has been asked to forward the Tranaript to you
when he receives copies from the Employers Pederstion., It
has now been arranged for the Court to hear our evidence after

completion of the Yampi oase, prodbably the first or second
week in July.

It will be noted that a good deal has been made
of the possible effeots of dust and fibre on health of

employees, but except as & gensral disa t it has little
diznok badring on K oY Lo Seasttir eia it s i
Unions and although oallipg for improvements In wor
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(g}.@‘@ A semewhat vigorous attack was made on our
&P diesel locomotives and this will be defended in rinciple
e O both in Cowrt and with the Mines Department., Ths local
~'$§ bg Workman's Inspeotor gave extrecrdinary evidence which is
\Q‘QQ‘; b"?@ in keeping with his perscnal eharacter and memtal somdition,
R S but this can be effectively dealt with both in and out of
N V- Court, Unfortunately it may have some reperevesicns
Q&@@\b bu.: dealings with Mines Department Inspestors for the time
X & ing,
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o The nions olaim & Distrist Allowance of 30/= tor
- 1 #ingls men and 40/~ for married men, Although mo msasion

y .- has been made %0 the Oours, or DS, WO have, im effeet
p IT"" agreed to this olaim in priuipg ! ! .

agreeing %0 subsidise
o o s Tovmby, T qusiion B Baaring and -
0 put subs “0 foree oxe ormal and
L! Whopo %0 fores the Qourt, er to await the Cowxv'p
~" - deeision on the matter, We think ¢ wmlikely that: the
~-~. Court would grant an inorease if we odwoed rent, A L
swalt your decision on this mstter snd OUr proposdl Fegarcing
Tenis is that we subaidise t0 the extens of B = POT Week
st present, dut if the Howsing Comxissjion inereans rexts
Wt ths tenants should not de asked %0 pay. mors than 25/~ pe
S week, The latter would nod, of ecurse, de mde
S oould be desided arter the Qourt's desision,
P of, suy, 35/~ for eottages at Wittenoom axis
P sonaidered that this 111 almays de eause
) the Unions Lrrespeetive of sonsessions
. in ths fors of Distrios 4Allowanse and
t0 Temove the osuse &s soom o4 posgidle,” .o
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AW.U. JASKS : FOR - DEPARTMENTAL|
INSPECTION AT . WITTENOOM

Says’ :Wc;rkers’ Health ;En‘dange.‘red' by
© " Dust in Asbestos Mill :

FIBRE CAUSES POWER UNIT TO FAIL;
MEN NOT COVERED BY COMPENSATION

¢
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THE MINING DIVISION OF TUE AUSTRALIAN WORKERS'

HAS ASKED THE STATE MINING ENGINEER,

MR. FOXALL, TO HAVE AN INSPECTION OF THE MILL
AT THE WITTENQO)M GORGE ASBESTOS BINES. IN
THE HAMERSLEY RANGES. .

. Announcing Lbis yesterday, the secretary, Mr. C. T. Oliver, said

UNION

Discussing copditions geuenlly
at Wittenoom, Mr. Oliver sald
that swroundings were plessans,
and there was pienty ol water.
However, seccommodation wad
limited. Houses were prcvided for
the staff, but the wages employees
we=e housed in tents and barTacks.

A township was plapced ssven
imua from the mines, but only
one house bad been built and
Isevera]l were under construction.
‘ Waorking conditions in the mine
were fairly good. but the low back,
which everaged only § ft. made

miniag conditions difficult.

No Dust Counts Taken

Mr. Ollver raid the union bad
asked the State Mining Engineer,
Mr. Poxall, to have an inspection
of plan; conditions st Wittenoam.

He sald he was aware that the
ventilation inspector, dMr. J. Ldoyd,
nad made an inspection in Janu-
ary last. but the union
that st that time the mil was
closal and under repair, and for
this :easop dust counts could not

be

. ¢he union feels it 3
pot pecessary to have the will tn
opesstion for 8 proper appreciation
of the amount of dust created
during silling operstions.” .
Oliver said. “Everything sbout
the mill s laden with 8 thick
costing of dust.
~A large power unit failed be-
cause fine asbestos fbres were
|bresthed tnto ibe eugine snd
blocked the oil screen. 1 R evi-

workers. In the will, a large power unit had ceased W work
when fine asbestos fibre was drawn into the engine.

dence ,of this, snd 1 feel it ade-
quately empassises th: dapgers
to which the gull workers are
subj xcted, d
“When the mill is operating.
hesvy clouds of dust drilt through |
the plant, including tae engine
room. Otting shop and offices. The.
whole atmospbere ahout the plant’
is dust-laden. There is 0O doubt !
that the bealth of workers inthis!
section s to senous dan-:
ger.” .
No Compensation Risk .
Mr. Oliver said the union ob
jected W0 8 Diesel locomotive being
worked in dead ends underground
in. haulage work. - i
He s3id the union &lso took
strong exception to men being en-
gaged in Perth for work st Witte-
poom Gorge on the authority of
a provisions] certificate.
He pointed out that these work-
protected by the third
schedule of the Workers' Compen-
sation Act or by the Mine Work-
ers’ Ralief Act. '
Tne union thought that workers

gorge. .
Mc. Oliver said that when he
was st Wittepoow Gorge recently. |
57 out of 117 men were employed | |
on the authority of s provisional | |
ticket. .
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