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How to Paint Exterior Trim / <
By "m. Don Jarvis _ “lq

(Courtesy Westsrz Paint Review)

Paipting exterior trim sounds simple - and -it is, but

b there is & way to do the most work with the lesst output
of energy. And tnere is & krowledge that, if used, will
cause the jot to look tetter and last longer.

] Pefinition First, how much of an exterior is comsidered
rin? 1 the cpenings - doors, windows, screens, vents,
trized archos and doorless openizngs, shutters, gstes

l stiached tc the house, grilles, and miscellaseous bric-a-
trac - are "trim". The defimition changes to suit the
job when the owner wants certaln items added or omitted,
and for different types of structures.

If, for instance, the residence is wocd sidisg, much of
i the work ordinarily called trin, casings, veats, down-
s;outs, etc. are peinted with the sidisg. These items
take =ore time to paint thas straight siding, and less
»
l.
i
[

time to paint thas if they were trirmed in a different
color. Agaiz, 1f the duilding is stucco with an ovor-
hangiag roof, the underside of the overhang, gutters,
vents, and other wood and metal surfaces attached to the
wall sust Yo puinted with a different type of paint.
Theee are sstimated by the same rules used for trim and
they are often called trin.

The {uportast fact is, that while parts of & dbuilding are
ususlly referred to a9 trim, other parts must be specifi- .
cally named and priced for mutual agreement between the
omuer and painter.
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ProEurstien Sand, scrape and 2ust from ™Y o) zcws.
vO saves, gut=iers and urper vents first. Yake al. tne
high scaffold moves in successinc rether than workicg
high, *hea low, I3 tris way the big equipaest car :e
aid mside for stedladiers and there is less clytser.
Wher the work is hard to resch and it (s desiratis %>
srepere arnd paint sach stretch to avoid Juplisation of
olfort, te sure tas prevailing winds diow <he ust and
dirt away Trom fipishez werk.

Senerter when swndicg muntias and sesh tars trat <ke
sexd on ths peper is harder than window zlass; it will
scratsk ernd ruin the glass., 3¢ sure to remcve all
loose reint from 3ills. They are exposed tc the sun
most and paict brosks down fsster oz horitcotal surfaces.
They deserve the best possible preparstion. Sovackle
the cracved wood with white putty to level the surlace.
Shis prevents cirt ezd water fron lyfng in ths indentes-
tions %o mar the beauty and cause early fsilure.

White lead putty can de made of white lead paste and
wniting well beater together. “EBeaten”™ may te taken
literally because they mix tetter if scturlly hammered
with & mallet. Another mixture can te made with
ordinary putty and white lead paste; the latcer usually
needs some whiting added to it to mske it thicker. White
lead putty is tetter for all arsund exterior woodwerk
than roguler conzercisl grades. Use every hygienic
precaution to insure ageicst lead poisoning. It must
not coatact open jores of the digestive tracs.

Glazin Glazing, the installation of glass, was om:ze
the psinter's Jjod for sll zew structures but now only
repair glaszing is done by the paizter.

The first prodlez i removal of the glass and old putsy.
When the putty 1s still soft enough to cut with a heavy
knife, the prodlem i3 easy: remove the putty, then the
glass. If the putty has become rock hard the glass
should be broken out first. Always put heavy pajer or
cloth over the pane bdefore hitting it to prevent
splintered gless from flying in the fece.

Hard putty 1s usually chipped out. Irone are made (like
solderiag iroms) to softea the putty with heat and special
caustics are sold to soften putties. Great care should
be used to prevent splintering the ssah, Neat re-putts-
ing is difficult sloag rough and droken sash edges. '

Every exterior job should te furaished with glaziers’

points. If you have sonv try to save the points from
the o0ld imstallation.
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eagure carsfuily for new slass. Put the rale 3% the
sutdy side and aliow 2xcuzh gless to go usder the putey,
Sut 25 =ct nare it te fit too s2up or she exramsion and
econtrasticn ¢f the ¥cod will treex the zaze., Allow
1/15" to 1/8" for emch varwical sids and 1/1:" <o 1/8"
for the top only. ‘

Prime the rew wood sround the sesh tefore zutty is esplied.
% & thiz leyer of putty around e Sgeaiag, them push
the gla3s sgaimst tkis putsy and secure it with the poimts.
Put pleaty of putty all around tie ene and smooth it at
the right level with & firm stroke of the putty inife. 2e
swe the putty does not show from the inside, and that bare
sash does zot show from the outside.

Alwxays remove api replace craciked or broken putties whether
or a0t the pane is replaced.

Caulkiy, Sxterior trim jobs often call for watercroofing
Tetweez the casing or freme and the wall, Caulking come
gounds that never iry herd are rade for this puryese and
are test spplied with a cauleing gune This is s small

Psint the tops and bottens of Screszs. The *wo
nails {a the ladder make work sasier and keep
the trim away from the ground azd dirt.

PNYC 00013231




P |

s te

hend operstec piston acd cylincer that forces W.e comr-rd
out a small opening and im0 the crsck. The surfsces
sround the erack must de wiped cleac.

Pcim:ir.; Irim Devalop & syatem o prevent retracimg 3te;s.

and, Dust, mnd putty first. Thes consider how the sesh
or door must be left. Can it be open? Will it stay ozes
or does it need a brace or dlock to keep it im place. et
the nscessar; materisls together to do the whole jot :tefore
you begin, : )

For sun exsrple, go through the motions of painting & Zoudle
hung saeh. The rune sre zever paiated. The dottom aad
top of the inside sask is painted with the vutside.

faise the iuside sash to within 2% or 3" of the top.
Trace the putties starting with the left side of the Ncri-
toptal top, then the rigat acd left verticals. TFace the
sash and lower it to about 5" atove the sill.  he top
car be wiped clear in this jositiom. I the zaint is
fast setting, finish the totiom part by lifting the outer
sash. P the paint is slow setting, yaint the top of the
outer sash and 1lift it to wipe the imsile fece clean of
the et edge. Ther trace the putties, face it and lift
it to within 1/2" of the top sad paist the tottom edge.
This exposes the lower section of the insile sash which
can then be finished.

Next, paint the upper ¢asing, side casings, a=d siil iz
the order msutioned aad finieh by paiating uzder the siii.

For casemont windows azd doors, paint the top aud botion
2zd the edge thet feces out waen they are opes. Paint

these edges [irst, trace the puttiss and face the sash.

Systems lixe these cean speed. A3 exterience is gsised
ssch man lesarns s systen of his own that works well.

Paintiag screeas coffers s prodlem. The wire rust be
blacked. A carpet type applicetor is best to put the
bleack on with. ¥Wipe the dlack of? the frume to meke
covering sasier. Wren possible do all the blackiag cze
dey and paint the frames the rext so the klack and the
trim color do not streak.

All wetal such as gutters, downspouts, wrougnt iros, piye
rails, etc. should be ecleaned of rust and spot primed with
rod lead where the =etul iz bare, defore recosting.

"Fupdamentals of Paiating® iz the Septamter iesue of the
Feiat Mill covered briefly the types of paint to be used
for exterior wocd. It is epplicadble for painting ex-
terior trim also and is reccmrended reading im cenjunction
with this article. '
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