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Copy to Mr.. John Schaefer
March 15, 195k

Hre Je Co Taylor

Ethyl Gasoline Corporation
Chrysler Building

Wew York City

New York

Attention: Hre. E. ¥. Waltey
Dear Hr. Welbers

I have gone over the copy of the letter dated
March lst from Hr. Schaefer attaching recommendsbtions
made by the Tetrasbthyl Lesd Ares Comm!ittee on the handling
of tank cars which have been returned with gesoline residue,
I wish to report my cwn point of view concerning this problem.

There may be some other way of washing out the
tank cars and the dellvery lines but after giving the matter
some considerable thought, I do not visuslize any other simple
means of accomplishing the purpose which we had in mind. Ib
i3 guite clear to me that the lines which carry #luid from
the tank car %o the Pluld storage tenk at the mizing plants
mist be washed out and must be kept subatantially free from
Fluide. The hazerd here invelves not only a few people in a
localized aren, but\a considerable mmber of people in all
parta of the United Stsbtes and CGanada. The aafaty of these
men becanae of their lack of facilitles for hendling poisonous
gompounds st be considered of paramount importances The .
problam of gafety at the Hanufaobturing Plant is not leas
important, bubt is mach more readily handled elmost without
regard to the character of the hagzard involved since at the
Manufacturing plank it is possibvle to provide facilitles for
the adequate care of almost any type of danger. This, inny
opinion, is the responeidility which, under the circumstances,

the Manufacturing Plant must be prepared to assumes It ia by

no rieans proper; therefore, for the Mamufacturing Plant to
adopt the point of view that it can pash.baak into gncothey
field snd to another group of people, the ﬁangers which are
an inseparable part of ita activity.

A48 %o the dangers of handling gasoline at the
Hanufacbturing Plant; I am not in position to apesk with
authority. It is quite clear, however, that gagsolline can
be handled with a ressonabls safety. The current methods of
refinery practice are rather clearly falrly adequate for
handling this type of problem. I have very little doubt,



#¥r. Be He ¥Wnlter

therefore, that the technical skill of the DuPont arganisahion
is adequate for the sclubtlon of this problem, and I think 1t -
should adopt bhe point of view that it is an obstacle to be
surmounted.

- You will note that I have not even mentioned
pointa (2) and (3} which Hr. Schaefler presented as our reaaons
for requiring the flushing out of the tank cers with gaaol&nﬁ.
These may be important poinits, and point (3) rather obvlously
has to do with a probviem of evantual safety. However, I an
thinking primarily of the immediaste danger of handling the
Ethyl Fluld from the tankt car to the storage tank, and of
handling and opening lines which have caryied concentrated
Pthyl Fluld without previcus clesnsing. I do not mes how we =
can get araunﬁ the necassity of using gasoline for thia purpose.
I believe kerosene could be used, but I dare say. the gasollne
menufachurers would scarcely be willing to introduce such
asnounts of keraﬁana 4Anto their gasoline,

T hava probably conveyed the idea that what I
consider of primery imporiance 1s the adequete washing out
of the Fluld linss. Aany means that can be devized for doing
this satisfaatarily, w11l probably mset with nmy approvale
However I do not see how I can do less than insist that this
‘be properly done in Some mANNOT.

Vory truly yours,

RAXsIS - RobeTE Ae KONOSs HeDs ,4.
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