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. 15 the rate at which OSHA s been propasinz ocecupationad icaltls standands. Hie cecond ol the past is not an
cxcmplary one, and. adtiiongh the mettens ae exticis by complec sl coter no eacnae tor pastadelny . There
: wid will condnue to be asignificant iaproversent in the aicn oy aoiosult of the actions desenibed in the
o encdosed pespontse to issue paper number 14, 1 ssure you that T will contiiue to focus the utmost sttention
apon the probiem of workplace heatth hazicds and the means tor their elimination,

“1 i certii that you are aware of the milicu within viiich this progiam exists. The Actis 3 complex
piece of legishiion, virtually unprecedented when passed. which the Department had to implement on a full-
seale basis liost ummediately after its enactment. There is considerable and vocal apposition to many of
the polic.es aiid deasions involved in implementing the law as well as to the staiute itseli. Sach factois as
availabiiity of qualiiicd personnel, finite resowces. court decisions and jurisdictional questions all impinge
upon the maaner in which we implement the Act. You can be assured, however, that consideration of these
factors will not lead to any lessening in our efforts to enforce this legislation.”

SENS. WILLIAMS, HART URGE CONSULTATION WITH LABOR ON DR, KFY'S SUCCESSOR:

Senators Harrison Williams (D-N.J1.) and Philip A. Hart (D-Mich.) have written a letter to Prosident Foud
urging that kibor be consulted. ilong with management and technical groups. in appointine a siecessor to
Dr. Marcus Key as Divector of NIOSH. Dr. Key retired last month and is now in the Washington ofiice of the
Aarerican Medical Association.

Liwe committee sereening a possible successor to Dr. Key has succeeded thus far only in weeding down
the potential list of candidates from 80 to 50. It seems unlikely that the committee’s reconunendation will
come before elections next month. Several unions have joined the American Industrial Hygiene Association
in uraing the promotion ol Edward Baicr to the post. Baicr. a hygienist. is currently serving as Actinz Director.

“As the recent headlines concerning the hazards of vinyl chloride and asbestos make clear, the -,afety of
the working environment is a critical national problem,” wrote Williams and Hart to the President. “To
reasstire the working men and women of America that every thing possible to reduce the incidence of occupa-

Q} tional disease is being done, it is important that the new head of NIOSH be familiar with and sensitive to
labor’s concerns.

“May we suggest therefore that you consult with labor union representatives. as well as management
aiud technical groups, in making your selection for this post. We are entering a difficult time for labor-manage-
micnt relations. A director of NIOSH who enjoys the confid=nce of labor and management can do much to
improve the atmosphere for amicable settlements of disputes based on safety issues.”

yZ :
27 NTOSH WITHHOLDING CERTIFICATION OF RESPIRATORS FOR VINYL CHLORIDE:

NIOSH is reaffirming its policy that only_air-supplied respirators can be certified as safe for warkers
ewpn s—inyl chiloride and thus far no manufacturer has submjtted an air-supplied respirator for iesting
ated cesntication.

‘ The act effect could be to neutralize the vinvl chloride standard, or at least that part of it which cequires ‘r
i respirators it the level exceeds 25 ppm,

It's the view of NIOSH that onlv an air-supplied respirator provides sufficient protection for the woraen
m&l_ﬂ:m reaffinmed that position in a series of mectuigs,

Respirators with cartridyes might be etficient but they have the risk of leakage around the face and do
not have the necessary warning property. said Edward J. Baier, Acting Director of NIOSH. An effeciive and
certitiable respirator must coatain a waming device of some kmd to alert the worker to the exposure level he
siid.

Several Tal respirators which include cartridees and chemicals have been tested by NIOSH but have boen
found IQ_DL_suhjm.LJn lLaLJ,:,L._md_(_Qllh!'_Dln.mon. Baier noted that vinyl chloride generally cannot be smefledd
unl it reaches a level of 2000 to 5000 ppm- far above the level considered to be safe.

' NIOSH is currently working with two manufacturers on a timmng device, but the problem appears to be

one of ceoitomic feasibility rather than technological possibility.
Note: The Industrial Union Department of AFL-CIO has entered the it filad azainst the Labor Depart-

ment bv rhc Soct c Sodiety of Plastics Industry and indivisddual companies in New Y York cotnt \cvkms.. mdu.ul xvnv\\
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|Gt the vined chlotide standard. 1UD has entered the case on H»o side of the Gavermment as an interve 'mr
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