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Section I - INTRODUCTION 

PURPOSE OF THE INSPECTION 

Johnson Valley Ranch Wastewater Treatment Facility 
10/01/2016 

A U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) compliance evaluation inspection was performed at 

the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority (GBRA)/Johnson Valley Ranch Wastewater Treatment Plant 

located at 30679 Horseshoe Way Path, in Bulverde, Texas on October 1, 2016. The inspection was 

conducted under the guidelines established by the USEPA under the National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) for wastewater treatment systems. This scheme neutral targeted site visit 

was performed as a part of the USEPA Region 6's annual ACS inspection commitment and its' purpose 

was to inspect and review current operations as compared to their NPDES permit requirements. An 

entry briefing was conducted by EPA-Region 6 inspector David Long at 11:30 a.m. and the inspector met 

with Distribution Operator Cecil Holliday who was present for the site tour, data review and exit 

interview. During the entry briefing, the EPA inspector provided credentials and explained the purpose 

of the inspection. 

FACILITY DESCRIPTION 

The Johnson Valley Ranch WWTP is a minor discharger built to service the Johnson Valley Ranch 

residential development and has a design flow of 37,500 gallons/day and average daily flow of 22,100 

gallons/day. The facility operates under NPDES permit TX0133818 which will expire on March 1, 2018. 

The discharge from the WWTP is to an unnamed tributary and eventually to Segment Number 1908 of 

Upper Cibolo Creek in the San Antonio River Basin. 

The Johnson Valley Ranch residential development collection system currently has two lift stations 

which feed wastewater to the facility's lift station and, thence, to the facility's headworks and manual 

barscreens. The head works then feed to the clarifier and aeration basin for primary treatment followed 

by phosphorus removal and disinfection via gaseous chlorine (Two 150 cylinders are kept on site in a 

chlorine storage shed). No de-chlorination is required at this facility. The treated effluent is discharged 

through a 22.5 inch V-notch weir for immediate flow measurement and continuous flow measurement 

is via an electronic flow meter. Solids are treated on'site and sent via waste haulers to the GBRA 

Wilbarger Creek WWTP for additional treatment and disposal. The annual sludge Discharge Monitoring 

Report is submitted by the Wilbarger Creek facility. 

Section II- OBSERVATIONS 

The Johnson Valley Ranch WWTP began discharging in October 2015 and is in operation 24 hours each 

day and seven days per week. However, due to the small size of the facility, operators are not on site on 

a regular schedule. A Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) system is tied to the facility's lift 

stations to monitor inflow, and all treatment units are connected to Mr. Holliday's cell phone via an 

automated callout system which activates when any issues occur within the treatment plant. 

Additionally, the facility has a backup generator that is designed to power the entire facility in the event 

of a power failure. All meters had been calibrated on July 29, 2016. 
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