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“'Standard 011 Ceompany (Kentucky@
C:Louiaville, Kentucky

‘*ﬁear ¥r, Smithie

: have recoived through a

?ﬂrepresentative of the Ethyl Gssoline Corporation a copy
~of a letter addressed to you on February 2nd, 1938
'presenting the facts with reference to the claim of

one Warrior, Alabama, The letter in
question was written by Mr, M. C. Hines of your Blrminge
ham district office and further enclosed lettsrs from

- two doctors concerning the illness of the claimant.

As you doubtless know, my

- assoclates and I, on behalf of the Ethyl Gasoline

Corporation, have been investigating a2ll claims of
injury in conmnection with the normal handling of: leaded
gasoline, In as much as this claim arises from the ine
gestion of leaded gasoline with drinking water, 1t does
not belong in the category of injuries associaged with
the commercisl handling and normel use of gasoline.

. Therefore 4t 1a not incumbent upon me as a matter of duty

to-investigate this case so as to report it to the Unlted
States Bepardtment-of-Heslth, On the other hend I am quite
willing %o glve you the benafii of such advice end assis-
tance as I can in this case though I would not meddle with

. 1% in any vay except through e request from your company.

It would sppeer that any claims which might be made against
you in this instence would be based on some assumntion of

,.negligenca and, therefore, I have no wish to be Invojved
-4n this case in any way to-your disadvantage. I might say
. that it is my opinion that lead could not be the responsible
‘agent in an 1liness of the type desoribed with reference to
. thlg claimsnt. The guantities of gasoline which would have
to be ingested before a dangerous:emount of lead ¢ ould be obe
' sorbed, are such as to exclude the possibility of its.
. oceurrence. Gasoline. 1tsalf,¢n the other hand,when mixed

with water or when taken otherwise into the stomach and
Lntestinal trect, produces a violent type of gastro-intestinal

"%rr?tation and may proﬁuca certain types of nervous diaturbancs.
I Apub

bt very much, from the story told in this case, that the

pat; tts 1llness was due to the ingestion of gasoline. On.

‘the other hand it 1s congelvable, and we have actually seen-

caaes in which the ingestion of water conteminated with gasoline
has produced 1rritatlon of tha intestinel tract with diarrhoes,




nd.with sume ham@rrhags assoeiatea-with'weakneaa, extreme
ineryousness;:loss of weighty loss of appebite, and other
evidences of general intoxication, ' We have never seen a
cdse, of paralysis from thig cause, and from the symptoms
2] ed T am disposed to suspect thah some more cormon
Ainjury to the spiﬂal ce@& has been responaibla

is man's 111ness.

o W%IffI can be of any service
~to yaur campany in- providing eny further information

for the interpretation of this case, I shall be glad . o .
to 40 so, , , : E

Vary truly yours,

RAK 118 o Robert ﬁ..kehoég_ﬁ;ﬁ.




