Lead Industries Association, Inc.—---- - -

R 292 Medison Avenus ¢ Mew York, N. Y. 10017 ¢+ Telephone: (212} §T9-0030

October 25, 1973 .

Y

SUBJECT: LANSING, MICHIGAR ELECTRIC
BUS INSTALLATION

T0 THE MEMBERS OF THE LFAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION, INC,:

Attached is & report from Connel Baker on the lLansing, Kichigan bus
project, referred to recently on two occasions Ly the New York Times. It
might be sssumed from this report that the whole project w&s {ll-sdvised bat
the electric bus progras seems to be taking the brunt of the blase,

However, we understand that major steps are being taken to get the
situation in proper perspective. Battronic Corporstion reports a special
program now being implesanted to assist the City of Lansing with & maintenance
and educational project for cperating personnesl.

We will continue to monitor this situatioa.

Sincarely,
F izt
Jrs:la rome P. Saith
Enclosure cretary & General Manager
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Lead Industries Association, Inc.- — - - o

282 Madieon Avenue  ©  New York N.Y 10017+ Telephone: (211) $TS-8020

August 1, 1973

™0 ?. E. Robinson

FROM, C. A, Baker, Jr.

The New York Times story on lansing buses is distorted and does not present
the facts as I know them,

3 was there oa July 9 and observed the operation as well as interviewed a
driver.

Here are the facts as I know them

l. The downtown revitalization project is less than one-third complets. The
portion that is complete does not front any stores -~ just office buildings
and a large open ares desolished for slum clearance. The six buses that were
purchased for a cospleted project obvicusly are not needed if the project is
not complete, thus a reduction in schedule or total shutdown,

2. The downtown streets that were to be included in the mall layout are still
open to autos and the city has converted these streets into paid parking lots
(the electric buses were originally intended to cover this area exclusively for
shopping). Cars are perxitted to enter, a little cubicle at each intersection
houses a fee collector, and the parking is straight into the curb. The bus
drivers have to run this gauntlet -~ very narrov openings -- but no one needs
to ride the bus when the cars are permitted to park directly in froat of the
stores, JIn other words, the close-in parking system cbviates the bus transit
system,

3. There i{s a rumor that the whole project, a Model Cities Program, is bogged
down in politicel entanglement. It seems inconcelivable that a struggling new
techrology be whipped for this reason,

W '

CORNEL A. BAKER, JR. CAB: ip

N 3517.01
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