Merch 28, 1947

Mr. Alexender Stewart,
Director of Resesarch,
Neticnal Lead Company,
1us York Street,
Brooklyn, New York.

Lear Mr. Stevart:

Were 1t not for the fact that I can lay claim to scome indirect
scqualintence with you, through our mutuasl friend, Mr. John
Schaefer of Ethyl Corporstion, I should have some hesitation

in sending you herewiih & copy of a memorandum vrepared by cne

of my sssoclates in the Labecrateory, with my &ssistance and

full eporoval, concerning & situation that exists in & locel plant
cf cne of the subsidiery compenies of Natlonal Lead Company. This
information would norm&lly be directed to the attentlon of the man
responsikble for the mecdical supervision of personnel ¢of your
comyraeny, but I am not sure that there 1is & medical director, and
therefore I am sending this to you. If I should have sent 1t to
someone else, I trust that you wlll see lhat 1t geis in the right
nands .

The memorandum itself 1s self explanatory, as to its facts and

the other informatlion and the conclusions, but perhaps 1t is

worth wvhile to point cut that we Teel this teo be & rather serilous
end important matter. We have not beecn avle wo do anything about
it, and vwe are naturally distressed by the fact that we do not
know vhat, if anything, has been done to deal effectively with

the problem. It is somewhat unusual in our experlence with
industrial organizetlons, to be dealt with a&s though we were not
tc be trusted, and moreover it is not my custom to sit by and hope
for the best, when there is something that nceds to be done. We
have been holding the bag, by attempting to take care of this
group of men, against rather serlous obstacles. It 1s this
situation, which scems to me to justify & course of action, which
might otherwise be regarded as an act of unfriendliness toward a
large industrial organization. The fact that none of these men
have been able to obtaln ccompensatlon, to take care of even the
minimum needs of the sltuatlon, seems to me to be inexcusable,

and therefore I have directed a copy of this memorandum to officials
cf the Chio State Department of Health and to the Ohioc Industrial
Commission. OQOur fallure to accomplish anything directly has given
me to feel that I must make every effort to assist our patients 1in
thelr present difficulty, and to promote the safety of the other
men vho are still working in this plant.

I should not lilke you to think I am belng unduly critical of the
local management of this plant. My knowledge of the facts 1s not
sufflcilent that it would be fair for me to appraise thelr conduct.
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I am led to belleve that they have not had the experience with
the hyglenlc problem involved here that would enable them to
deal with 1t as effectlvely as possible. I merely wish to see
that the facts of thils situstion get inte the right hands, for
I feel certailn that your crganization would not permit the
unnecessarily rrolonged existence of a situatlion of this sort,
which has such significance in public and employee relations.

Very truly yours,

’

.ohert A. Kehoe, M. D.
TAK ef

Enc.




