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‘- | Dr. Waclaw Mirkowskil
Grottgers No.7 m.3.,
Warsaw, Poland




' November 9, 1937

Tr, Yaclaw Hirkowskl
Grottgers Noe7 me3e,
Harsaw
Poland

Dear Dostor Mirkowslkis

. ; I take this means of cone
firming the arrangement made through reprassntatives
of Ethyl Export Corpuwration to have you look afler
the maedlcal end of the affalrs of Ethyl Export
Corporabtion in Poland, 1 am sending you herewith

a memorandum which exprssses the genoral medieal
policy of the Jorporation, and under separale cover
in care of the Vacuum D11 Company, I am sending you

a book in whileh there is a compilation of the varlious
studies that have been made on this subject.

" There are thras points

" which I wish specificaily to eall to your attention,

The dengers of lesd poisoning in connection with the
operation of mixing Ethyl Pluid #ith gasoline have
been overcome in large measure through the uwse of
proper mixing equipment, If this mixing squipment is
employed in gocordence with the instructions given
and the remulasticne set forth in our booklet on the
subjeect, no ecases of polsoning should ocour, In fact
there should be no significant lead oxposure in this
ccoupation, The important thing, therefore, from ths
medloal point of view, 1s to sse that the,mixing equipe
ment 18 in good order, and that it is used properly,
Any evidences of lead abgorption on the part of the
mixing personnel will indicate that the regulastions
are not belng properly followed, On the othor hand
1% 15 my hope end expeotation that members of our
moedical stafl will make it a point to exsmine the
gixang plants and to soee that they are msintalned with
ue carods : o o , ' :

co ~-+.. The seoond point has to do
with the possibility of probeble poisoning’in connecticn.
with the handling of gasoline, A48 you wlll see from
the studies made, the denger of lesd poleoning In cohw
ncetion with the gasoline 1s negligible, On the other
hand, from time to time, varicua persons have foared
that they mould be polisoned and consequently various
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- 41ineasea have been confused with lead intoxication.
Caseas of this type should Ve given sareful and unblased
investigation 1n order that e dlegnosis may Yo mede
and in order thet these fears should be reduced and
evontually eliminated,

‘ The third matter whioch
Justifles your eareful attentlon is in eommection
with the cleaning of tanks which have bsen used fLor
the blsndiung and storage of leaded gesoline, Theae
tanks eventually develop dapoaits and sludge at tho
bottom, and the sludge contalns significant quantitios
of decomposition products of tetrasthyl lead, It 1s
nageagary thet the preecautions whlch we have advised
be followed to the letter by the mon who entar such
tanks for the purpose of cleaning thems The danger
here 1s not hypothetical or imaginary,; but is real.
It 1s necessary, thersfore, that the oll companioes
sge to 1¢ that proper procoukions are baken when
these tanks are to be olesnsd, It &8 especially
necessary that the men be protected againat the
izhalation of dusts and vapors from the sludge and
Trom the sides of t he tank, In ocur cpinlon this
probection can only be provided adequately by the
use of alreline mmsks which provide & coplouns supply
of fresh air in the faee plece at allitimes., The
recomzendations for ¢are and cleanliness ars also
necessary but ths ohief prossutionary measure is
aszoolated with the use of proper masks,

I truﬁt you wiil wr&&a
to me from time to timg, lotting me laow of eny
difficulties which you may have, or of any new .
developments which seem of Importanee, It ls &1ffion1t
to maintaln sdegnate aontast with this problem in all
parts of the world, and I can only rely wpon the oare
and dectsions of tﬁa m@&iaal ouuaulkants of the eerparation
in this regav&. AR A S TP S

Pleanse nacepﬁ my ehamka tov
having nn&artaken thxs wark, end my best aiehe&.

g Oardially youra,

RAE1is

'~ ee¢ Mr, Bevan
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Yaeuwum 011 Compeny
ersaw
Peland

Gontlement

- Kr, Fosaebt of Ethyl Experﬁ
"orporatian ‘has told me of ynur kindness in negotiabting
with Dr, Yaelaw Mirkowskl in the matter of the medical
supervision of verious Ethyl Gaesoline mlxing plants in
Poland, Becauas of the language ﬁifficulbiea I am
writing to you rather than direstly to Dr, Rirkowaki
asking for your further kindness in transmitting to
Dre. Hirkowskl my approval of his eppointment for this
work, and my plsasure at his willingness to undertale
ite I em sending herewith a letiter addressed to Dr.
Mirkowskl which I would 1like you to forward to him
end at nis wish, to translate for him. I am sending
2180 a memorandum in the letter which ocutlines the
goneral policies of the Medlesl Department of ithyl
dxport Corporaticn, and which I trust will be of
use to him 1o becoming acquainted in some mesasure
nith the problems with which we arse confronted.
I am elso sending him in your cars, under saparcte
cover, a book which i3 a compllation of most of the
Important medical and sclentifle informatlion on this
subject, and which I trust will be of use to hiln in
nis work.

' Pormit me te thank you
in advance for your kindness in communiocating with

Dy, Mirkowski, and I should be very grateful to you

1f yon wonld Iet him know that I wonld like him to

write me from time to time and that he can writs to

me in French or in German, for although I can not

write in either of these languages, I can road then

and 1£ 1 £ind the goling dirfficult,; I have the faclilitles
for ohtaining translations here at my office.

Very truly y ours,

RAX: 13 N17445.01 Tobert Ae hohOes isDs

cc Mr, Bevan e
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