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oate  November 12, 1981
FROM ™~J, F, Welch, Vice President
SUBJECT"  pield Problem - Baytown, Texas

ACTION REQUIRED: Review for information

At the October 13, 1981 meeting of the Publie Affairs Committee, Hal Olson (J-
M) cireulated a news srticle {enclosed) in which Lee McCabe of the EPA Health Effects
Research Laboratory (HERL) is quoted as stating:

If the utility doesn't know they have to worry about it (asbestos fibers
in drinking water conveyed through A/C pipe), then you have a
problem.

Concerns were expressed about the timing of MeCabe's statement, that is,
whether it was made after receipt of the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA)
response to AACPP's letter about inappropriate public statements by HERL researchers.

The news article was published on June 28, 1881, AACPP received a response to
its letter on August 5, 1981 so it is unlikely that EPA took corrective action by the date
of publication. Thus, it does not appear to be appropriate to bring the Baytown matter to
the attention of EPA on the grounds that McCabe ignored whatever "warnings" were
given to him by EPA-Washington.

As an sside, a water utility official and a consulting engineer for the Baytown
Area Water Authority met with Staff during the Texas-Southwest Seetion, American
Water Works Association on November 10, 1881, They stated that the problem appeared
to have run its short course, but they were interested in having access to the "A/C Pipe
and Drinking Water" audio-visual presentation. Frank Duffy (Certain-teed Corporation)
agreed to take care of this matter.

Pears Y RO wnql‘{'m(:l,\

If vou have any questions, please do not hesitate to call
JFW/ajb
Enclosure
ce: A, Kahn, Esq.
N. Rahn, Esq.

N. Battle
Kinnan Golemon (Brown, Maroney, Rose, Baker & Barber)
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By TIMPOTTER

A federal efficial claims concrele-ashezos wales
pipes that cavry much of the drinking »\alcr in Daytown
pose possible heaith hazards. .

An official with the federal Enviromnental Prates-
tion Agency in Cincinnati. Ohio, savs officialsin chatje
of the Baytown Arca Water Authority should cheek the
city’s drinking water to determine il I contqins
asbestos fibers,

Baytown City Engincer-Public Works Dncclur '\o.-

© man Dykes says e ashestos pipes are used in the ci-
s mainw 2ter lines and in most subdivisions.

Dyikes says Baytown, like cities throughout the na
tion. uses Lthe asbestos pipe because it is relnl.\cl)
cheap and is very durable.

‘He says the pipe, a mixture of concrete and asbesths
libers, has ‘always been an old stand-by.™

But Leland McCabe, a dircctor of the EPA Health Ef-
{ects Reserarch Laboratory in Cinclnnati, says the pipe
is potentially dangerous, e the utility dorsn't know
they have to worry about ft (asbestos libers), then you
have a problem.”

According to Allen Gammage, the lahoratary super-
visor of the Baylown Area Waler Authority planl, lab
technicians have never mcasured the waler for
asbestos since the surfare waler treatment phnl bcg.*n
eperating about three months ago.

Gammage claims that sampling the \mler for

azbeslos Is impractical and unneccessary.

. But the EPA’s McCabe says asbestos fibers in the
drinking waler pose a health risk.

McCabe has authored studics to determine whether
asocstos waler pipes may be rcsponsxble for such pro-

.blemsascancer. |

Scientisls bave proved that inhaling asheslos causes
Jung cancer, buf no study has ever shown that asherslas
indrinking waler lcads o cancer.

Although McCabe concedes there is no solid evidence
thal shows swallowing asbestos is harmful, he says
some studies have suggested thal it coutes gastro-
fntestinal cancer.

“I'm laking the starice that [U's just not gond to he
drinking fibers,"” he shys.

Bul state water ofliclal Charles Matlox in Auslin
says people like McCabe arc unduly alarimed.

*We know aboul asbestos being in the drinking
water,” sayvs Maddox, chief of data reporis {or the
- Waler Oualll\ Branch of the Slalc Department of
Health.

“H it is a possible hazard.

it hasn’t been
demonstrated tous,

| Ihost Lines Made Of Cunuzt-/isbcstos

“If we need ta take steps to climinate ashestors as a-
putilic health hazard, then we will da ft Be! we 1t
sce it asa hazard ot this time.™

Mattox says the American Watar Works Assaciatinn,
v.hich sets standard: for water epeiality, has alwass en-
darsed s use of ashestos pipe.

Although the state routinely takes water samyples
from cities to (est it for bacteria, Mattox says the state
bealth departiment has never tested for asbesins cor-
tent,

But he says the state lab in Austin h'\< planstotuy an
cleatron microscope {or ahout §159.000 (0 $24%; o1 ta
begin measuring for ashestoes fivers.

Lacal water treatment plants like the one in Bay o
canunol af{ord to buy such expensive equipment. ‘1:‘.'\0'(
says.

Gommage, who is in charge of tesling witer at the
Baytawn plant, says enly \\alor that is hizk in pH or
acidity would cause asbestos fibers ta be in the zink.
ing water.

According‘ to EPA engineors, acidic water tends to
dissolve concrele in the pipes, causing asbestas fibers
tofallinto the waler.

Gammage claims water in Baytown is only slizhlly
acidie, meaning it wili not cause corrosion in pipes. The
city buys its water from BAWA which pumps Trinity
River walerintaits plant (reman adjucn* canal.

The BAWA lab currently has no test to dztermine the
amot.nl of ashestoz fivers in the waler, Gammage says,
because the tests are not petessary.. |
* Basically, thelab runs tests toloak for bacterjiain the
water. . . ..

Gammags says he and other lechnicians add certain
doses of chemicals te purify the water.

. Although he says asbestos water pipes have been us-
ed nationally since the 1920s without any complaints, he
agrees that ashestas should be studied.

.. “Idon’t want anything to happento mecither.™

But Gammage and other officials associated with the
BAWA plant claini the EPA is iinpractical when it asks
Jocal treatment plants {o measure asbestos.

Gammage says the EPA has the “tendengy to got
. people upset over nathing.

“I doa't anhcnpale any problem \\uh the pipz we're
using.” -

But EPA's McCabe says loca 1 omcials shtould not be

so confident. At the lnast he says they should take
routme tests to determine the amounl ol minute
asbestos fibersinthewaler. -

Every time there is a treak in one of the ashestos
pipes. the chips should b removed (rom the water tine,
McCabe says.

Also, he recommeng
quircd toremeve any ass
ed from culting the pipe.

t"thi- city workers be ro-
os dust or fragment!s caus-
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