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PICEER CLINIC
Go te say of the "bard rock? mines of ‘he world, is Caneds,

Austrelia or the United States, the South African Resd er the "big hill® ia Butte,
Noptana, asd watch thousands of mimers going to the mines where gsllows fremes and
aiss bowses, nkahtoa-lm'ctmturu. stend over well-like shafts; watoh thes
eater the cages which drep hudro'ds; sonstines thousends of feet under gmwad, end
follov them 8 the <tapes and reises where they exteast gold, 1;arl‘, sino er cepper
from the veins of ore thet thresed the evrth,

Soms of the ninsrs welk ‘oln‘ly. hesit-tingly, and onde {2 a
while, they stop for a rest. These are the men whose lungs have been "dusted®,
They have "aimer's cen®, *silicosis® ns the dostors osll it, becauss of the silica
in the dust, Some of thess men 109, have tubsrculosis az well.

_ The siners work in a dusty atsosphere, foP it i3 hard to
ventilate underground, and hard rock duss srises from blastiag, shoveling ead
boulder popping. Much of thie dust is controlled by water, which is used in
dr{lling and in vetting dowa susk piles. ‘

) Iohaling the tiny perticles of sflice dust injures the iuuc.

- which, irritcted, inflamed snd injured by the hard rock dust, becoms fibdreid, 4
scar-like tiosue develops whiech has none of the ugu). elasticity, of the lumg.
Bresthing is impaired, and ss the digease stircke both lumga, thars 18 a gredusd
lowering of witedl pom; , Shortnsss of bresth, ocoughing, loss of weight uu‘nak-
Dess cut into a man's capacity of work vhen ®miaer!s con® or afliccsis sttecks him.

"Hinerts con® is not infectious, mer {s it contagious. It
earries & put‘ asnace, however, becsuse of the injured lung, togsther with lowered
vitelity in the whole body, affords an idesl conditiom for the development of
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tuberculosis. It is well known that aem with dusted lungs =re unusu«lly susceptible
to tubterculesis. When this happeus, not only is the miner threstvned with enrly
desth, or st least a more hopaless future, hut he 13 « source of danger to others,
ais fellow-vorkers, hic f~aily nﬁ the community. This infection is 2 faoter of
prise importance to the heclth and hyglene of the cemannity. | i

The Rasards s bard reck aines =2s se grest iut vhol; 1 worke
or wants lasurance ae Jays cxﬁ for it:  2age 891 of the Metropolites rate book
telle the story — “Jopiin, Mo. lesdi and sine mines, sheet ;roud ainers; specircl
Cless B3 no disebllity, no doudle indesntivy.®

Sov)mL yoors sgo the operstors in this partisular seatien,
vhich centérs around Picher, Okla., snd extends up to Joplis, No. mnde s stwiy of
Group insurance. Une clsuse sppesled to thea partizularly, considering the sene
ditions they faoed in the sining sndustry in the Joplin sestor. Greup lasurxnce
could be bought without a medicrl exasinetlon, regardless of age. Many operators
bought yroup imsuPanco, sonscious of the feot that Jreup polieies gave the miners
s necessity which cast 20 mush under oriinsry cirsumstences they coulda't buy ns
;ueh protection sa they needed,

inother thing that eppenled te the Jobm operators was the
effective work the intupoum bad doae elong lines of hetlth asd ssnltation.
Nany of the coperators bought Netrepolitem Group insursnce end sabout a yeer xgo the
Netropoliten initisted & speclal bezlth service, a cooperctive experiment similar
in sia to other investigations made by the Cnpsny in Frouinghan nnd iz the
Thetford Nines. .

dbout a year a2go tha Policyholders! Sarvice Bureau learmed

the United States Bureru of Wines would be interested inm oxpradimg the Bureau of

¥ines clinic in Picher and ia making s more inteasive study of health camditionsf
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80 the United States BDureau of Minss, the Metropolitan, emd the operntars iam the
Tri-State region comblned forces and enlarged the existing clinic. As maay of the
operating mines in the lead and sino ficld which ceaters arousd Picher, Okls., ox-
tending up te Joplin, Mo., and Baxter Springs, Lsa., rre covered by Greup policies,
the Company was vitally imterested is r somsunity heslth prodlem whieh .dofm_tely
effected the mortality and morbigity of its Groups. ‘

A sagorendes yhich exbodlied the suggestion fer t cooperitive
experimsut resched the Pregsidant. "Tould the Metrepolitan be W llimg te ceatribute
an annusl sum for a cliaie in the Picher mining region to study siligosis, its
effects and te formulete remedisl i@uma‘l'

*Yes,® was the 1as08is reply ecd the Uetropolitsn agreed to
contribute st annual sppropristion of §8,000, providec the Urnited States Buvezu of
Mines contrituted $8,000 and the lucal cperutors, $16,000.

The clinic eus finanaed for r puriod of ihres years. It of-
foars frev sudical exzzination to 21l the miners in the district, Its genersl sur-
2080 is to exanine winurs szd diagnose their ceses, e0d t0 carry om edusational work
t;nding to eliminste silicosis and tuberculosis.

The bullding which houses the olinic wus milt by the mine
" owners «dDr, 7, V, Merivether of the United Ststes Public Health Service, zesisted
ty s staf? of Government physicians are copducting it. Ou some days they evemine
eighty men and they mﬂt te examine fourtesn thousand befors itheir work is through.
Two clerks interrogate the miners snd £i11 in the iaforaetios on an examissticn cerd.
The ainers go t0 the X-ray room shers there chesis are I-ra;od by one of the best
aschines parchassble, operated by ¢ sikilled techrisian, I..n.e 13 t;!u afternoon
Dr. Neriwethsr holds & confercnce- with the other physiociens, tho X-rsy f4lms token



- . -
the day defore sre put on view 204 asre resd is cenjunction with the man's history ef

2linienl findings, and a fini] diagnosis detersineds E-+ch physician has a special

field of interest in the Muvutigaucm and $s gathering dats for his pgruuhr.
branch of resesrch. '

Dre. 4, J. longa, sho was largely reaponsidle for brming'm
Netropoliten, the operators and the United Stetes Buresu of Mines tezether ia es-

tadlishing the Picher Clinie, says that the cooperstbn of the opox-;\uﬂ and miners
sugers well for the investigatica. “The miners and their frailies are practisslly
rll of Americsn stock. They are intelligent, mipqndnt ard industrisus., They
are efficieat snd individuslly t-ke out more rock then any other mimers in the
sountry. Keny of thea prosper and it is a cemmon saying iz sauthvestern Rissouri
that every miner is a prospective opercter. The woges are good,

*It s to the interest of the niners, of the operetors esd
the Metrosolitea, incidentilly, sinoe the cupny has Group mwu on sost of
the miners in the region, to have = high dagru of u.utnuoa -nd Zood heslth in
the region,

*lack of funds h:ve prevented meking investigations of sili-
sosis comparable to those carried en alrudy; Mit the establighment of the oclimie
vill result 1s @ thorough inquiry ints silicosis and its relation te tuberculestis.
Shen the silicosis petient dacones tuboreulc;t;a. then 18 the tise to watch the case,
t0 ses that the people #t home and st work do mot besoms infected.

.*The Director of the Uaited States Bursow of ¥ines has given
peruission to distribute a leaflst among the visitors to the clinis whioh descridbes
briefly and ainply silicosis and tubsrculosis, their mature #nd preventios. It
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recomsends s physical examinatiom svery six sanths fer men warking ia reak dust,
exeminations to be given free by geverament doctors eof the beslth alimias,

*As 1o hars can come from & mAm haviag true knowledge ef
. his state of hsalth, the siners welceas the chamce te aveld long sad sericus
illness end hardship. Because the dlinic has beea in operation » skort tims,
Ats results cemnot be predicted st present but goverameat efficisls heuon‘

Lhat in scope and thoroughness it will stead cut as ous of the most impertaat
contridbutions to industrial hygiene.*




