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Brussels, 30 une 2022
Dear President von der Leyen.

Re: Environmental Priorities under the Czech Presidencyofthe European Union

Itgives me greatpleasure 1sendyou a copyof the European Environmental Bureau's Memorandum
totheincomingCzech Presidencyofthe European Union,settingout our hopes andaspirationswith
respect tothe environmentrelated outcomesofthe Presidency. Prepared incooperation with Seas at
Risk. the Memorandumaddressesnot oly opicsdealtwith under theauspicesofthe Environment
‘Council ut also thosedealtwith byother Counci configurationswhere these concern matters
relatingtoo affecting the environmen.

TheCzech Republictakesoverthe EUPresidency ata criicalmoment. TheRussianwarinUkraineisa
reprehensibleworld changing attack on a European people, a reminderof the importanceof the EU
asa peace project an the valueofsolidarity. It also demonstrates how the EUS reliance on fossik
fuels feedsPutinswarand has complicated the EUS politica response. Czech leadershipis essential
andwelcomein thesetimesofwarandtmlgiven theCzechRepublic's understandingofwhatis at
isk for the EUif a coordinated, coherent, compassionate and cimate-proof response i not
embraced. Czech leadership s required to promote significant progress in tackling the energypricing
iss inensuringthe social dimension fully taken ntoaccount when addressing the dimateciss,
in advancing and strengthening the EUS Fit for 5 package and in the REPowerEU package.

The Czech Presidency alsohastheopportunityto advance in addressing the biodiversy crisis
through asrong Council position on the Nature Restoration Law, leading the EU at the CBDCOP in
Montreal and on the legislative proposal on pesticides. The Presidencyshouldfurtherseize
‘opportunitieso the circular economy; advanceon ar pollution, industrial emissions and chemicals:
encourageadherencetothe rueof law and governance inthe EU: and promate global diplomacyon
theEuropeanGreenDeal (GD).

TheMemorandumhasbeenpreparedonbehalfofa large constituency:theEESs 180 member
organizations, spread across more than 35 European countries and includinga growing number of
European networks, themselveshave a combined individual membershipofmore than30 millon

environmentally concerned cizens. We hope that in the comingmonths thisdocumentwil serveas a
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useful pointofreferencenot only for the CzechPresidencybut more widely throughout the Member
States and within the EU institutions.

The successofan EU Presidency dependsupon a collective effortbyal partestothedecision-making.
processes.Inthiscontext, we urgeyou tosupporttheCzechGovernment ngingenvironmental

issuesthe prioritytheydeserveduringisPresidency.

We wouldofcoursewelcomeany reflectionsthatyou mayhave regarding th issues addressed in the
Memorandum.

wouldlike totake thisopportunity osaytht today will be mylas dayasEEBSecretaryGeneral,
After 1 yearsinthepost, will beenteringretirement andmycolleague] INE wilbethe
newSecretaryGeneralfrom tomorrow, 1 July. 1am trulysorythatwedid notget to mee duringyour
imeas Comission President. Given that we aepossiblyyourstrongest andbest ally in promoting

the EuropeanGreenDeal, dohopethatyou willfindthetime ©meetwith mysuccessor. In anycase,
wishyouallthebestinyourefforts position theEUattheforefrontofthe transitionto a
Sustainablefuturewherepeopleand nature thrive together.

Yourssincerely,

I
Secretary General

Cc CollegeofCommissioners
Kurt Vandenberghe, Memberofthe Von der Leyen Cabinet
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