cc: Dr. K. A. Kehoe

SAFETY DEPARTHERT

Sugnnt 3, 1945

« He ?éﬁsetﬁ :
Thsbésssci&%eé Ethyl Company Limited
Artillawy House, Artillery Row
London, 8. . - 1, Ehglaﬂd

Dear Pughi

I have read with interest your letier dated July 17ih, :
together with the astiached sorrespondencs to and {rom ¥r. J. &. Batchelor
of Australls, ¥e heve & sufficient number of copies of Dr. Hachle's
report on hand. One each iz being sent Lo Bsichelor and Hisso-Gill

and two under separats cover to yourself.

Se far &8 we kuow it 1s not a genersl practice in this country
3o maintsin & veriable waber boblom as & means of keeping down evaporation
lossger in & tank with 2 fixed roof. Hater boltoms sre used primarily
to prevent the loss of gesoline asg a result of tank lesikage. Ib h=as been
obgerved in certain cases where the water bottom has been changed
frequenkly-that considerable sludgs collecis in the tank. In one case,
in & tenk that had not been clesned for & nuumber of years, the depth
of sludge vavried from 123% to 18%. Much of tha sludge consisted of mud

and silt from the source of water supply. Fhile the lead content of ths
sludga pay be lﬂﬁ, it s doubtful if the %ot&i lesd content wes materislly
reduced,

1t would seam logicsl that gome lead would be carried off with
the water if the wabter bottom were chsnged with any degree of regulerity.
Ia the case thab cams io Batchelor's attention, he mentioned that there
wag but a trace of lesd in the sludge. If he hss e more accurate figure,
- we ghould like to have it and we should also llke more information with
regerd to the amount of water held in the tank and the frequanqy with ' o
which il was ehsngaé¢ ) N S

Cerﬁainiy the phenomena is of int@reat but whether it goes
S beyond the point of acaderic interest, thereby affecting owr tank aleanw
“\. ing precsutions, sesmg guestionable. If Batchelor is correct in his
sgsumption and the ol companies wers encouraged to change the water in
floating roof tanks at frequent intervals ss a means of reducing the lead
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content of sludge, nrobebly the companies would then infer that the lead
hazard would be reduced to such & point that our tanmk cleaning precautions
would no longer be reguixed. #e doubt if this ever would be true.

Ef‘farts expended in this direction might then parsdexically result in
less agsurance of safety in tank clesning then now exists.

We shell be pleased to review from tims to time any additional

information you care %o supply. Ain &nalyais of tha aczﬁiitiaﬂal deba may
ehange our opinion of the ultimate result of the nreceuure‘

?ezv ’oruly yours, -

0. B. LEBIS
Hansger
EELsLT
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