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Hay 11, 1972.

¥r. Se. ¥, Tagner,

Ethyl Gasoline Corporation,
Subway Terminal Bailding,
Los ingeles, Celifcrnia.

Tesr Sam:

T
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I wish to confirm uhe messege 1

gave over the telephone yesterdey relative %o
the lethal dose of tetraethyl lead when takea through the mouth.

Extensive work done by the Bureau of Mines and our peopls st Cincinnati with
animal experimentation givesthe followling result, taking for example z txo pound rabbit:

The lethal dose for such rabbit was 180 mgs. of tetraethyl leed, znd in work
of this charseter it iz sssumed to be good technigue in trying to arrive &b a lethal
@se for an individusl to mulbtiply the number of‘milligvams reguired for & lethal dose
for & two pound rabbit to the same extent as the muliiple of the individualts weight
cver the rabbit’s weight.

For instasnce, if the individusl weighs 120 pounds,
vicusly ne would weigh 60 times as much as the rabbit
an Bt ; <
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7 then ob-
3 multiplying 120 milligrams by
30, egusls 7200 milligrams, which would be a fair approximation of a lethal dose for
the 120 pound individual.
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Etbyl Gasoline should conbain £ cec. tetr&ethyl lesad “sr gallon of gasolline
tihis would be equal to spproximately 1 ng. per ce.Ce of gasoline, and inasmuch as there

are 3785 co.Cs in & gallon of liquid, such gasoline would therefore contaln 3785 mgs.

If the lethal dose for the & pound rabbit is 120 mgs. and the lethsl dose for -
the 120 pound individusl would, as sbove stated, be 7200 dHgs., it would be necessary to

-,g.[
heve the eguivalent, roughly, of 2 gallons of Ethyl Gasoline containing 2 c.c. of lead
in order for the individual to get a lethal dose.

iIf the gascline contained 3 c.cs of tetraethyl lead, such individual would
ve to consume about 1} gellons of Fthyl Gasoline to get a lethal dose.

Or, ag I otherwise stated it, & mouth will scarcely hold more than 50 c.c. of
1iquid, which iz about 1/80 of & gsllon .

On the basis of e maximum of 3 c.¢. tetra-
ethyl lead per.gallon of zaseline, it-is estimsted-cne would have to swellow approxi-
mately 1% gallons of the gasoline to get & lethal dose, or 1 might say he would have

to awallow 120 mouthfuls of gasoline - which is obviously an *mnossibility.

Dr. Calingaert yesterday experimented to see how much ligquid he could get inm
his mouthe The best he was able to do was 30 C.cC.

I would not be surprised +hat this
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wad sbout a falr aversge. If so, and 30 c.c. consiated of Ethyl Cascline of the concen—
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tration of 3 ce.ce. of tetrsethyl lead per gsllom, there would be about 40 mgs. of lead in
the mouthfu;, which na above stated is 1/3 of a lethal dese for a 2 pound rsbbit.

It is inconceiveble to me thst sny man whe =ccidentally got his mouth full
of gasoline would swallow it all. He cartalnlw would make some effort to get rid of it
and in all 1ikelihood there would be less than & spoonful. actually svallowed; but even if
he swallowed it all our sclentific people are as sure as snything that the smount of lead
in such mouthful of gasoline wculd not add in the slightest to the discomfort or the harm-
ful effects other than what woulR n&turallj come from swelloving a mcuta¢ul of ordinary
gasoline,.

I shall not =make &ny further comments regerding the article that sppesred in -
the Los Angeles Times until we have hssrd further from you on the subject, other than to
say that ve were plessed to geb your telegram yesterdey from San Diego siating thet the
metter did not seem so serious. : )

%ith best wighes,

Very truly yours,

E. ®. Webb
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