
I f c t

m a i ' . ' i K

w m m :

U:;/i .

ili ìli; -1=sì ■ '■ iP
Ii Sì - ;--;- |v r:f, . .

'•vV.-vci-.'-’v ;

S:SfclÍR;ÍKí| . f ■



Dr. G.J .Sm yth  
E a s t  London 

Sou th  Afr ic a

- 4

' '“O

o
o

N
17

46
4



- February 17» 19m

Dr. 0 * J .  Smyth 
Adla House , -

t8 Term inus S t r e e t 
a3 t London , 
South  A f r i c a  ,

Dear Docto r Smyth:

X have  r e c e iv e d  a oommunl- 
o a tio n  from London» in fo rm in g me o f  your appo in tm ent  
as  m e d ica l c o n s u l ta n t  o f  th e  As s o c ia te d  E th y l  Company 
Ltd .  i n  Ea s t London» an appo in tm en t which X h e re w ith  
appro ve . . ■ . ,v"'r 4. \ v,  ■ •

X s h a l l  a tte m p t to  send you 
s e p a r a te ly  a s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  w h ich  are  o f  Im portance 
i n  co n n e ctio n  w i th  your work» and X sh o u ld  a p p re c iate  i t  
ve ry much i f  you  would communicate id th  me on r e c ei p t  o f  
t h i s  l e t t e r »  and a ls o  on r e c e i p t  o f  the  b o o k le ts ,  so  th a t  
I  s h a l l  know whe ther o r n o t e i th e r»  o r bo th  o f  thorn, have 
re ach e d  yo u .

Sven  under th e  p re s e n t  d i s ­
tu rbe d  c o n d i t io n s ,  X t r y  to  m a in ta in  c o n ta c t  w i th  our  
m e d ica l r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s ,  and to  ke e p acqu a in te d  w i th  what 
i s  go in g on« Acco rd in g ly  X sho u ld be  ve ry g r a t e fu l  to  
you i f  you  would w r i te  to  me, t e l l i n g  me as  much o f the 
ch a ra c te r  o f  th e  work as  may seem u s e fu l ,  and r a i s in g  
any q u e s t io n s  which may o ccu r to  you  i n  co n n e ctio n  w i th  
th i s  work. '

B r i e f l y  l e t  me s a y th a t  i f
the  m ix in g p la n t  has  bs s n  p ro p e r ly  b u i l t  and i s  p rop e r ly  
o p e ra te d , and i f  th e  workmen co n du ct th e m s e lve s  i n  a cco r ­
dance w i th  th e  ro gu la t lo n s V rib d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  any typ e  ....
sh o u ld  be  e xp e r ie n ce d .  Ge n e ra l ly  s p e a k in g ,  X re ga rd th e 
m e d ica l work as  an a d d i t i o n a l  s a fe gu a rd  and as  an in s u ran ce 
a g a in s t  th e  deve lo pm e n t o f  c a r e le s s n e s s ,  wh ich  X thin k  would  
o th e rw is e  be  in e v i ta b le ,«  However th e re  l a  one h asard  oon - 
n e o te d  w i th  th e  h a n d l l n g o f  le ad e d  g a s o l in e  which sho u ld be 
m entioned s p e c i f i c a l l y .  X r e fe r  h e re  to  th e  c le a n ing  o f 
tan ks  whloh hava been  use d fo r  th e  s to ra ge  o f  le a d ed  g a s o l in e 
On th e  l e s t  page  o f  th e  book o f  r e g u la t i o n s ,  you  w il l  f i n d  
s p e o l f lo  in s t r u c t i o n s  i n  co n n e ctio n  w ith  t h i s  work« In  some 
c o u n tr ie s  th e re  m igh t be a te nde ncy to  re ga rd  th e s e in s t r u c ­
t io n s  a s  u n du ly r i g i d * X oan a s s u re  yo u  th a t  th e y ore  n o t .
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and th a t  i f  th e y  are  n o t c a r r ie d  o u t i n  d e t a i l ,  th ere  
are  l i k e l y  to  he s e r io u s  ca s e s  o f  i l l n e s s * We have  had 
q u i te  a number o f  cas e s  o f  p o is o n in g from  th is  so u rce 
in  t h i s  co u n try w i th  a number o f  f a t a l i t i e s ,  and the 
i l l n e s s  which d e ve lo p s ,  as  yo u  w i l l  s e e  i n  one o f  the 
a r t i c l e s  which I  am -sen ding yo u , i s  o f  th e  type  which 
none o f  us l i k e  to  s e e .  We have  s tu d ie d  th i s  problem  
w ith  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  c a re ,  and perhaps I  sh o u ld  p o in t  
out b r i e f l y  what seems to  o ccu r* Under th e  co n d i t io ns 
o f  s to rage  o f  le ad e d  ga s o l in e  i n  tan ks ,  th e re  i s  a 
s l i g h t  decom po s itio n  o f  t e t r a e th y l  le a d  in  th e  fo rmatio n  
o f  o rgan ic  le ad  compounds in  th e  s lu d ge  a t  the  bo ttom  o f 
th e  tan k ,  which seem to  be capab le  o f  re fo rm in g s m all  
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  t e t r a e th y l  l e a d .  The q u a n t i t i e s  in vo lve d 
in  th e  s lu dge  are ve ry s m a ll ,  and in  our e xp e r ie n ce w ith  
a number o f  th e s e  ta n ks ,  th e y r a r e ly  make^more th an one 
te n th  o f a par ce n t o f  th e  m a te r ia l  l y i n g  in  the  w ate r a t  
th e  bo ttom  o f  the  tan k. U s u a l ly  th e  co n ce n tra t io n  is
c o n s id e ra b ly  under o n e -te n th  o f  a pe r c e n t .  On th e  .....
o th e r  hand th e s e  m a te r ia ls  are  v o l a t i l e ,  and when th e 
s lu dge  i s  han d le d  w ith o u t due p fe o a u t io h  a g a in s t  i n­
h a la t io n  and s k in  c o n ta c t ,  men may de ve lo p acu te  t et r a ­
e th y l  le a d  p o is o n in g .  I t  ia  n e c e s s a ry ,  th e r e fo r e ,  th a t  
e ve ry p re ca u t io n  a g a in s t  s k in  c o n ta c t  and e s p e c i a l ly  
i n h a la t io n ,  be take n .  The r e g u la t io n s  which we have 
d e vis e d  fo r  t h i s  purpose have dem o ns trated th e i r  ade quacy, 
and i f  th e y are  fo l lo w e d ,  th e  dan gers  o f  t h i s  work are 
n o t a p p re c ia b le .

P le as e  a cce p t my thanks in
advance  fo r  th e  c o u r te s y  o f  an o ccas l o n a l com m unication, 
fo r  an acknowledgment o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  and th e  r e c e i pt  o f  
the  b o o k le ts  which I  am s e n d in g yo u .

S in c e r e ly  yo u rs ,

RAKjis  Ro be rt A> Ke h o e , M.D.
« - f t  .H<A.
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