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"Publicity Bureau DUPONT
3?&51&& BIES LETTER

Wilmington, lel., Hovember 10, 192&.

ERITORIAL ROTE -« The following dats have been pre-
pared to give the men and women of the dufont
Organlzation complete and suthoritative informa-~
tion pertasining to ethyl gas. The publle exelite~ !
=zent following & serious accident at the Dayway, |
N, J., laBoratories of the Standaprd 011 Compeny, ;
where tetyg-ethyl-lend was being manufactured, |
has led to gericus sonfusion. Ve are anxious that ‘ ;
everybody in ocur organizztion shall know the facte i
end be sble to discuss them intelligently with a

view to allaying public exeitement and correcting

wrong impressions. It is Buggemted that this Iipe-

formation be given serdcus study and that use be

made of it by cur men in thelir contset with the

publiac.

FACTS ABOUT LTHYL 048

Attention im called to a statement issued by President Irenee dulont
under date of Cctober 30th. This was published widely. I¢ follows:

"Petra-ethyl-lead, which the duPont (ompany is menufacturing
on a commercisl ssale, and whish 19 »eported as the cause of the recent
unfertunste sceldent at the Eaywey plant of the Standard 041 Compeny,
ahould not be confused with ethyl zas, an fmproved motor fuel, which
gonteing less than one~tenth pert of 1 per sent of tetrg-ethyl-~lead. G

"Tetre~aethyl-lead is polponous, and its manufacture involves
risks, but no more so then many chesicals mapufsctured and used in

P B

enorsosly greater amounts.

- "The du Pont Company during the experimentel period, and
during the inception of manufasturing, experiented mush trouble with .
men becoming polsoned to variocum degrees of sericusnass, and sven to v
the extent of fatalitien. During the past year of production, when
more than one hundred men have been employed continuously, the
difficelty has dipinished steandily. In the paat several monthe, undep
full production, only slight difficultiern have been encountered,
Experience hze taught the negesgary precaution, both in plant and
nedionl cere. ' ‘ .
"We find that workmen cumulatively polsconed by this malerial i
invariabhly indicete it in the inciplent stages before any harm is done
by marked zvmptomsg.t
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This statement was followed two days later by the publica-
tion of 8 vaport by the United States Bureau of Hines whioch had been
condueting iavestigations on Tetrasthyl Lesd. The folleowing 18 quoted
from this reportie . . e

Protlems Relsting to Mealth,

“The problems of the health herard due to the use of tetra-
ethyl lead aey be divided into three paris:

*2. 7The hazard in the manufgcturing and handling of the
congentrated tetraethyl lead., Thia bhezerd osturs in tho manufsoturing
plant.

“2. The puseible hezsrd in hendling the sibyl gaseline
(one part of tctrsethyl lead to ons thousand perés of gaseline). This
neasitle hazerd may affsct those hendliing ethyl gasoiine,

2. The possiblis hasgerd due Le the sxhaust gaves from
sutomobilen using ethyl zgzsoline. This possible harvard concerns the
enitire public, . ,

"The ggeps of the work undertaken by the Bu ef Hines
ineluded an investigation of all poseible hazards as ou ed inithe
sbove., Tne {1rst Ywo parts, nagmely Laat of the dangsy e BERY~

faeture snd handling of the congentrated tetraethyl led 3 the possible
risi fn nendling the cthyl gesoline as scld (¢ the auto le drdver, /
are now beling investizsted., OSufficient dats hag not been btained Lo
¢raw scnolusicne to date. A soon pe ithis investigatlion ALs Loen come
pleted the results will e mede publia.
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These facts, together with the offlcial statement from
the Buresu of Hines that the cxihaust 1 pot dangerdus, show that
ETHYL G£8 IS NOT A KERACE 70 PUBLIC HEALYH AND saavannxem-zs CON-
FUSED wITH THE cenazufasgﬁs TETRA-ETRYL-LEAD,

The ﬁanuraaturing ¢f tetra~-ethyl-load sdmittedly is not
without danger, but the experience of {(he manulfzeturera and the
investigations 50 far wade into the aceident at Bayway indicats that
poisoning Gesurs only when something out of the ordinery eccurs,
aueb as a spill, leak in the spparatus, or & disregard of cautions.

The duPont Compeny has been experimenting with anﬂ,manau
feeturing tetra-ecthyl-lead st Ats Doepwater FPlant for neeprly tvwe
years. Uuring that time there have been thyree fatallitles, due in
cach csse to hanhdling appsratus which wes wat with the ssterial.

The éifficuities encountered in the manufocture of this
producet bave steadily lessened 28 experience has shown ways to
eliminate dangers and as the men and thelr sgupervisors have lserned
care in the handling of the materisla.

The tetra-ethyl-lead plant hes ht«n rupning at virtuslly
full capacicy for the past three months, without those engagsd in
the manufaecturs of tetra-ethyl-lead encountering any trouble.

At the cuPont Plents, dcetors are congtantly on duty.
Workere are examined frequently snd the least sizgn of illness in
this or any other chemicsl operation bringe immediste medical trsate
meat aad such other attentlon ss the particular case may suggest.




