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June 14, 1954

D ,'. 13. John  t a u e r  
M ed ica l D ire c to r
Jo n es an d  Laugh!in. S tee l C o rp o ra tio n  
T h ird  A venue arid B o sa  S tre e t  
P i t tsb u rg h  30, P e n n s ly v an ia

I r e tu rn  to you , so m ew h at ta rd i ly ,  I f e a r ,  y o u r p a pe r  on "C lin ic a l 7_,ead 
In to x ica tio n . " A s I to ld  you o v e r  the te le p h o n e , th is  is a good p a p e r , and I 
sh a l l  he g lad  to see  it  in  p r in t ,  I am  m ak ing  a few c o m m e n ts , fo r  su ch  u s e  
a s  they  m a y  be to  you, s in ce  I sh a l l  c o n s id e r  i t  u nn e c e s s a ry  to  co m m en t on 
the p o in ts  c o n c e rn e d  in  m y  d is c u s s io n s , ¿dotations have been, m ad e  in th e  
m a rg in  of the tex t.

P a g e s  8, 9 and 10 - The L ead  L in e . The f i r s t  s ta te m e nt (page 8) shou ld  he 
m o d if ied  b e c a u se  of m e d ic o - le g a l c o n s id e ra t io n s  to  so m eth in g  l ik e  the  fo llow ing : 
"T he lead. l in e  is  the m o o t c o n s is te n t s ig n  of th e  o c c u r re n c e  o f p o te n t ia l ly  h a z a rd o u s  
a b so rp t io n  of le a d , on th e  p a r t  of the in d u s tr ia l  wo rk e r . " C om m en ts  (1} I t is  
n o t a  s ig n  of p lu m b ism , and  shou ld  n o t be  sa id  to be , s in ce  th e  te r m  p lu m b ism  is 
ta k e n  g e n e ra l ly , fo r  m e d ic o - le g a l p u rp o se s , to m ean in to x ica tio n . (2) It is  
r a r e l y  see n  in  th e  ch ild  (b ecau se  ox the  com m on  la ck  of g in g iv it is  in  th e  ch ild .)

The seco n d  s ta te m e n t (page 3) shou ld  be  m o d if ied  a cc o rd in g ly , s in c e  th is  is not 
a le s io n  of " le a d  p o is o n in g ."  I shou ld  s im p ly  d e la te  th e  seco n d  se n te n c e . It is  
no t s t r i c t l y  c o r r e c t ,  s in c e  the  d isc  A e ra t io n  of the  r e c ta l  m u c o sa  is a lso  a  s ig n  

of m e ta l l ic  a b so rp t io n , an d  s in ce  th e  so c a l le d  le ad  l in e  is  no t n e c e s s a r i l y  due 
to le a d , b u t to  an y  m e ta l  th a t fo rm s  a b la c k  su lf ide .

The th i rd  s ta te m e n t (page 9} shou ld  m ak e  the  ex cep tio n  of c h i ld re n , an d  of p a rs o n s  
who have u n u su a lly  sound and  h e a lth y  g u m s, so  a s  to l in k  th is  le s io n  to g in g iv i t is . 
T he l in e  d o es n o t o c c u r  u n le ss  th e re  Is som e g in g ivi t is .

My fo u r th  c o m m e n t r e la te s  to th e  om ission , on pag e  10 of the m o s t d if f ic u l t  f e a tu re  
of the d i f fe re n t ia t io n  o f le a d  l in e , in th a t the n atu ra l  p ig m en ta tio n  of n e g ro e s  and  
c e r ta in  o th e r  p e rs o n s  w ith  h eav y  p ig m en ta tio n  invo lves th e  b u c ca l m u c o sa  an d  the  
b u c ca l s id e  of the  g u m s, and o c c a s s io n a l ly  (v e ry  r ar e ly  in  m y e x p e r ie n c e )  th e  
lin g u a l s id e  of th e  g in g iv a l m u c o sa .

P ag e  10 -  M u sc u la r  W eakness, The "ev a lu a tio n "  of m u sc u la r  w eak n ess  is  no t 
a lw ays d if f icu l t. S o m etim es it is  v e ry  e a sy . B: depen d s upon th e  d u ra t io n  and 
s e v e r i ty  of th e  w e ak n e ss . E x te n s o r  w eak n ess of the fo r e a rm s  can  som etim es., 
be o b se rv e d  to  be  g ro s s .

The e x te n s o r  m u sc l® n o t on ly  show  th e i r  w eak n ess  b e fo re  th e  f le x o rs ,  b u t -  m e re
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f re q u e n tly  than  no t a r e  th e  on ly  p o in ts  c f w eak n ess.

I hav e  n e v e r  se e n  foo t d ro p  in le a d  po iso n in g  in  the  a d u lt. It is  e x tre m e ly  r a r e ,  in. 
c o n tra d is t in c t io n  f ro m  a rs e n ic  p o iso n in g . '

On page 14, I have w r it te n  in  c e r ta in  su g g es tio n s  fo r  e d i to r ia l  ch an g es w hich se e m  
to m e to he n e c e s s a ry  o r  ad v an tag eo u s.

On page 15, I have q u estio n ed  y o u r f i r s t  s ta te m e n t, n o t on ly  b e c a u se  I do no t b e liev e  
it is  t ru e  in  g e n e ra l ,  bu t a lso  b e c a u se  som e stip p lin g  i s ,  a s  we have show n, an  
e n t i re ly  n o rm a l phenom enon . It i s ,  u su a l ly , I b e l iev e , a  ju v e n i le  fo rm  o f e r y th r o ­
c y te , w h ich  is  p re s e n t  in  in c re a s e d  n u m b e r when the bone m a r ro w  - is  s t im u la te d  in 
an y  one of a  v a r ie ty  of w ay s. I w ould c e r ta in ly  n o t m ak e  so f la t  a  s ta te m e n t a s  th is . 
T h is e n t i re  p a ra g ra p h  is  op en  to  s e r io u s  o b je c t io n .

In y o u r second  p a ra g ra p h  you say  i t  is  "a  good m e a ns  of s tudy ing  e x c e ss iv e  le ad  
ab so rp tio n . ,f A c tu a lly  i t  is a com m on ly  u se d  and  ve ry  p o o r m ean s to th is  end . If 
one h as no o th e r  m e a n s , i t  w ill have to s e rv e , bu t i t  is  no t "good . " I would c e r ta in ly  
no t en co u rag e  re l ia n c e  upon th is  phenom enon.- You need  no t condem n it , if  you d o n 't  
fe e l l ik e  do ing so , bu t you shou ld  n e t co m m ead  i t ,  e x ce p t a s  a n  a c c e s s o r y  c l in ic a l  
p ro c e d u re , w ithou t d is c u s s in g  in  c o n s id e ra b le  d e ta il  its u se fu ln e ss  an d  i ts  s h o r t ­
c o m in g s . Y our l im ita t io n  of i t  to  th e  s tu d y  of g ro up s  g iv e s  you a  re a so n a b le  ou t, 
bu t th is  w il l  not be  u n d e rs to o d  by m o s t of y o u r  a u die n c e . M o re o v e r , a s  I have 
in d ica ted , i t  is  n e v e r  se e n  in  te t ra e th y l  le a d  p o iso n in g , and so y o u r  s ta te m e n t of i ts  
" co n s ta n cy "  is no t c o r r e c t .

S e v e ra l of th e  p o in ts  I h av e  c o v e red  a ro  th o se  th a t com e up c o n s ta n tly  in  m e d ic o ­
le g a l c o n tro v e rs ie s ,  an d  if you p u t y o u rs e l f  on re co rd  in  p a r t ia l  e r r o r ,  you m ak e  
g re a t  tro u b le  fo r  y o u rs e l f  and fo r  y o u r c o l le a g u e s . I t is n e c e s s a ry ,  in  d is c u s s in g  
the  su b je c t to be v e ry  m e tic u lo u s  in  y o u r sp e e c h , an d  no t to  re ly  upon th e  u n d e r ­
s tan d in g  of y o u r  c o l le a g u e s . If, th e re fo re ,  I a m  m ore  c r i t i c a l  th an  I would be 
o rd in a r i ly ,  i t  io b e c a u se  i t  is  im p o r ta n t no t to say  any th ing  th a t is n o t s t r i c t ly  t r u e .
I re p e a t  th a t th e  p a p e r  is  good. H o w ev e r, 1 know  the  p ro b le m  of p re p a r in g  su ch  
p a p e rs  in  b re v i ty  and  h a s te , and  I have no h e s i ta t io n  in c r i t ic is in g  as  w e ll a s  in 
p ra is in g  i t .  • .

S in c e re ly  y o u rs ,

R o b e r t A . K ehoe, M . 0 .
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