FPebruary IQ, 1950

Dr. E. W, Caldwell,
Standard 01l Development Company,
Linden, New Jersey - (P. 0. Box 51)

Dear Doctor Caldwell:

Your letter of January 5, addresoed to Ethyl Ccorporation, concerning
the possibility of the performance of lead analyses on the blood and
other materlels of your employees has come to my desk. I have been,
delayed in replying because of a number of urgent mattem, but I
trust my delay will not have caused you inconvenlence or dissatig-
faction.

Speaking as the Iedical Director of Ethyl Corporation, I may say that
the Corporation, itsell, has no facilitles for the conduct of
-analyses of the type indicated. On the other hand, this Laboratory,
Which, as you knovw, has been partially sponaored by Ethyl Coxporation,
has been ca‘led upon 0y Ethyl as well as other sponsors, to carry out
such observations that might be required from time to time Iln
conngction with. aceuoat‘sqal hazards. Therefore, Wwe would bhe ia
posit+on to cenduct the kind of tests that you require,within the
linitsEay be reasonably adapted to your needs. Not knowing the-
scope Of youxr problem, 1 am not in position to say what we can do

or what should be done, but I can assure you of our complete willing=
ness to examine the facts with you and to do what we can to give you
agssisztance.,

I am not sure at this writing vhether this is a p,Oulem indirectly
related to the responsibilities of Ethyl Caﬂporat‘on, or Whether 1t
1s wholly a provlem within your own organizatlion. However, this
matter can be consldered later. For the present the important thing,
from my viewpoint, is to establish what may be necessary te provide
that reasonable assurance of safety which you require in connection
wlth your employvees. It has been ourApyacu*“e, over the period cf
years, to follovw at suitable intervals the lead concentrations in the
rine and blood of persons whose occupations give them significant
exposure to lead in the activitles cocncerned with ?Laded gagoline.
As you are probavly avare, the Medical Depariment of Ethyl Corpora=
tion has not intruded into the experimental activities c¢f customer
companles and has. been concerned with the lsboratory vﬁrbcnnﬂl only
by invitation, or vhen cilrcumstances appsar 1o ,wﬂiﬂAJ scme degree
of medical intervegtien or asslstance. If your pevxsonnel, by reascn
of work carried on/tbe normal conduct of teating and research relating
to norral fuels, afe expesed to tetraethyl lead, we have every reason
to be deeply ccncerned and to seek the information necessary to apprailse
the hazards of such employment, On the other hand, 1f Lhe cxpeosure
1s agsocliated with uwusual circumstances arisipg out o?’@xperlmcntal
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rogram,vwe are not disinterested, and we would certalnly give every
aid and assistance, but we would not normally be concerned with this
as a function of the madical actlivities of Ethyl Fc*poratiﬁn.‘ In
any caqe, if you will et me know the nature of the problem you face,
and what you vish to accamul*sh, I uhﬁll do my best to work ocut a
means, wheﬁah~ we can p rcvlde you with the necessary information.
You sh ircumstdnces, exnect to carrs ouﬁ the

quan ities are so srmall
“gcare‘aa& preci‘ion.
ined persomndd mak;n;

In ccnhectian with such chemical examinations neo useful purpose is
‘nation df uhe rcema, aﬁu.'f de he Lbat no very use-

ene eaamivat on ox the
XS ! for both blood and urine,
vi h instru :ions for ahe celle 8 ‘ wueh samples, and with sheets
forms on Wiloll the appropriate J:cumaqion can be given us, so
tmat sultable intcrprstuguoa gan ve made, .of the anzlytlcal resulis.
it wo4la be  dealrables think, “if ve vere to have an cpportunity

to dascuqs youxr entire problcm in persen. If that is not feasible,

I shou;d be glad to aﬁme Ty vviﬁe me, and I wilL do my best to give
you the ' in;ormat¢an required.

The problem of exposure (o tetraethyl lecad is a somewhat unusuzl one,
from the clinical point of “Lew, and therefore I think it might be
vell if we were te discuss aour situation in that regard as Veli.

I shall hold niyself in readiness to discuss these matiers with vou,
at any mutually convenient time. :

Cordially yours,

_ Robert A. Kehce, M. D.
RAK ef
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