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SHIPBUILDERS COUNCIL OF AMERICA
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A p ril 1 4 , 1969

T o: BOARD O F D IR EC TO R S
b

S u b je c t: S afe ty  M a tte rs

You w ill r e c a l l  th a t  a t  th e  M a rc h  5 m e e tin g  o f th e  B o ard  
s e v e r a l  m a t te r s  w e re  d is c u s s e d  re la t in g  to  s a fe ty  and  h e a lth  in  s h ip ­
y a r d s .  T h ese  in c lu d ed :

a .  H andling  of p o te n tia lly  e x p lo s iv e  sh ip s  by r e p a i r
y a r d s ,  and

b . R ev ised  W a lsh -H e a le y  P u b lic  C o n tra c ts  A ct S afe ty
an d  H ealth  S ta n d a rd s , p a r t i c u la r ly  th re s h o ld  l im i t s  on
n o is e  and a s b e s to s  d u s t .

A s d i r e c te d  by th e  B o a rd , th e  S afe ty  C o m m itte e  c o n s id ­
e re d  th e s e  su b je c ts  at i ts  m e e tin g  A p ril  Z,  and  i ts  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  
to  the  B o a rd , b a se d  on ex ten d ed  d is c u s s io n ,  a re :

A sb e s to s  F ib e r  H ea lth  H a z a rd s  in  S h ip y a rd s

T h ese  p ro b le m s  r e q u i r e  c lo se  s c ru t in y ,  p ro m p t a c tio n  
and  c o o rd in a tio n  w ith  p a r a l le l  e f fo r ts  in  o th e r  in d u s t r i e s .  To th is  
e n d , th e  C ouncil shou ld  r e q u e s t  a ll  m e m b e rs  to ,p ro v id e  any  in f o r ­
m a tio n  th ey  m ay  have a s  to  s tu d ie s  be ing  m ad e  of th e s e  p ro b le m s , 
v is i t s  f ro m  r e s e a r c h  g ro u p s , and  so  on . C o n tac t w ith  the  p u b lic  
r e la t io n s  f i r m  of H ill Si K now lton , In c . w h ich  now r e p r e s e n ts  Johns 
M an v ille  C o r p . , and  w ith  the  A m e r ic a n  M ed ic a l A ss o c ia tio n  w as  a lso  
s u g g e s te d .

H andling  of P o te n tia lly  E x p lo s iv e  Sh ips by  U .5 .  R e p a ir  Y ard s

T h e re  a r e  so m e  obv ious d if fe re n c e s  of o p in io n  on th is  m a t ­
t e r ,  and  th e re fo re  i t  is  re c o m m e n d e d  th a t a su rv e y  s im i la r  to th a t m a d s  
in  1963 sh o u ld  a g a in  be m ad e  to d e te rm in e  th e  p r e s e n t  p o s i t io n  of the
in d iv id u a l m e m b e r s  of the C ouncil on  th is  q u e s tio n . ----------- ——— ------- -
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D e ta ils  o f th e  S a fe t y  C o m m itte e 's  d is c u s s io n  of th e s e  s u b ­
je c ts  a r e  c o v e re d  in  th e  a tta c h e d  M in u tes  of the A p r il  2 m e e t in g .

On the  a s su m p tio n  th a t  th e  above re c o m m e n d a tio n s  a r e  
a c c e p ta b le  to th e  B o a rd , a l l  m e m b e r s  a r e  r e s p e c tfu l ly  u rg e d  to  p r o ­
v ide p ro m p tly  any  in fo rm a tio n  on s tu d ie s  o f a s b e s to s  and n o is e  p ro b ­
le m s  o r  v is i ts  f ro m  r e s e a r c h  g ro u p s  th ey  m a y  se e  f i t  to  s h a re  w ith  
the  C o u n cil.

W ith r e g a rd  to  th e  h an d lin g  of non gas f r e e d  s h ip s ,  p ro m p t 
r e tu r n  of the  e n c lo se d  su rv e y  w ill a lso  b e  a p p re c ia te d .

Y our re p ly  p r io r  to  M ay 17 w ould  be m o s t  h e lp fu l.

E dw in  M 
P r e s id e n t

Copy to : S afety  C o m m itte e
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