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Auzust 1, 1934,

Dre Willard F. lMachle,
University of Cincinnati,
Collsge of Medicine,
Cineinnatiy, Ohio,

Tear Dre lachle:

I have discussed your letter of July 24th st some lengih with Ir,
Walter, The prob‘am of cleaning btanks is one wihich I think we will, eventually,
have tc face. So far, we have schbually cleened only ons tank namelys, one of the
Standard of Loulsisna tanks vhich hed bsen in service for a long time.

On this tank, when all the fluid had been sucked cut that could be

removed, there was spparently an excess weight over the originsl cslibration of

25400 pounds. Vhat was done was Yo fill the tank with gasoline repeatedly and suck
lt out into the mein gasoline storage. This resulted In angpparent excess welght
of sbout 1,000 pounds which was aTlcwed to remain in the tank. Fow much of this
thousand pounds waes actually sludge is nobtesasy to determine. At present, our field
representatives heve insbtructlons to clean no tenks without speclfic instructions
from the ¥ew York offices

-

I am writing Mre Schaefer to get his ideas on the subjscte

It is my belief that the procedure which w117 have to be followed if
a renl cleaning i5 done is to wash, with gasoline, thoroughly, then remove the gasoe
line by washing and steaning, then,; possibly, send in a man suitobly clothed and
eguipped with o mask to get out the residual material,

Meanvhile, weare starting experiments designed to minimize the formation
of sludgee Ve have found that a coating of glycerine above the fluid almost entiree
ly prevents sludge in at least small scale opsration and we zre in gprocess of pubting
L/z" of glycerine over two instellations; one new and cne oid. At the end of six
months, says; we expect to check the amount of sludge vhich has been formed in these

nstalletionse

Then I hear from Mr, Schaefer, I will write you sgain, end, perhaps, we
can come to-some sort of an sgreement as to whalt procedure should he followed and
what precautions are necessary,

Very trulyyours,

66V0IN

Groham Edgar,
T /Tor o



