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hat was that name again?
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A tale of two young men

That’s not to say nobody had
_everbefore sold a canof paingof 2
‘certain color, but it fell to Sherwin
and Williams to make a habit of it,
whenithey miged their special 121-
énts in this new approach 1o the |

merchandasm; of paint,
Hambleton . It’s strange that these two men
IS | ver joined forces, for they came
AMALS have, always been pop- | 1S ;uch widely different back-
o by A *_ | grounds
::r;:rﬁ:gycg;g&rﬁt;ﬂx‘g‘;:h Williams, born in 1842, was the |

on Corn: Flakes boxes, bulls in
okerage Houses; lions on a mavie
reen.of 45 radiator cap, dogs in
ohy of &' phonognph speaker or
1 the side of s bus, and cats un-

{ling;bathroorh tissue or

Vermont town of Baltimore. One':
souqce says he moved th:re with

|~Cleveland banker, while: |
h in, & yéar older, came from a: { i
wo kmz-clzss family. in the small | .C

partnership, but h: refused on the
moral .ground that the grocery
store sold hquor, ind then quit to
0. into_the paint business’ with 2
friend named Truman Dunham.
Later in life, Sherwin fisted his
capital: Good: health, the inheri-
tance from poot but honest par;
ents, ambition, 2 few  years!
workmg :xpdrlence, and 52,000
cash in'a savin; ;

P

1a'rubber:heel,

But - would:. you entrust your
arketing' message to a chamel-

n?

Thisancient hzard is sometimes
ded*a dwarf fion because, that’s
.e comparison; that struck the an-

ent- QGreeks when: they put

ime to it, It'is-ugly, inedible, and
ses little else but sulk in trees,
:casionially flicking out a:tongue

rcatch insects.

But when Sherwin-Williams
m image-shopping in the
:velanid zoo over i century ago,

y 1ok to the chameleon be-

- 1se ircame in 2 wide range of
zorator colors, and color is what

1y wete sellmg And to make

re the customer. made: the con-
ection, they, moumed the cha-
_releon on 2 pzmtcr s palette. That

sas their ﬁml 0.
The message’

ration.

Befote  SWP. (the chameleon
ater gave way 10 initials) it was the

‘ustom for stotes'to sell the ingre-
henm-pxgmem, white  lead, and
sil-which' the; ‘bhyer would mix
1p when he: ot ‘back 1o the job,
After SWP camethe era of the

‘eady-mixed paint.

was: plmculﬂriy
mportany back:in:the 18708, for
Ienry Alden Sherwin and Edward
‘orter lehamt wue sening out to
hange the “buymg Babits of the

a

‘ achrlstlnﬂr
anest, since the company
e budinenwal the time”!

ot

his parems when his father was
offeréd 'a good job with thei US,

f Hisi uncle: Nelson, 2
lawyer, who 1old | hlm‘
.'wa:‘) go\od‘place xo‘;row :

%0 "xh o
in on him. as' hd

ngé town, he asw:
rally mn{cd {0 élerkmi. the work!
he knew! sx\

ﬁ pr bogux mpn-
de | cnhrgt- be

h
sale gmc]&y He wis oﬂ'ercd1 r

Custorhs. But a_ khistory of Cleves | [
s he went there: on xhe\h_

C gy Stoc)
!he populal nn of if.pored
thout’ !
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nion Su

Shetwin, more

dlies and e

4 pubhc

painted the town

Their factory was 2 small coop-
erige xhop beside the Cuyahoga
River in Cleveland, which. they
bought from Sund:rd Oilin 1873.
They installed a boiler, an engine,

2 mlxer. 3

second-hand stone mill,

and a'putty chaser; and hired 3 ver-

eran Irish

pamx-m:ker ftom New

York as foreman.

Six. years later, they opened 2
branch plant in Chicago, the first
step in-a'widening distribution sys-
tem, and were ready 1o st pro-

duction of - prepared or ready-

thixed paints,
Th

:those days. They
alk:and water, and lei the
 Bewsre.™

e “public. didnt. trust most

used to

Sherwin. finally

came yp with a mill 6 grind the
p:gmen‘ :ﬂﬁne enough to remain’in

! xu:pe on
| Rt swe.

nncm]y look better.”

with the oil, and the
“Shade  X"~came
0, canymg A guaraniee
tack, Aake or, chalk of,”

ork bexm, wear bcuer

iyears (it was also the
Rotise-prgan) vanl it
n: 1905, by a- can
ptumg its, contents
wnh 1he: slogan

aracteristically
bol wasi not quite
ompasiy wasn't

e
{ ‘buxiinesx at the
b

xs, ‘aetosel pro-
h &ccnunem and

g8 ind the
mbs)dmry
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emh"' They
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