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As the White House 
acts, how to take on 
the opioid scourge

Sally Satel | National Affairs

President Trump yesterday announced 
his intent to declare the nation's painkiller­
addiction crisis a public health emergency. This 
spring, AEl's Sally Satel offered a guide for 
how America should fight the opioid 
epidemic in an essay for National Affairs. "We 
need to allow medical professionals, law­
enforcement officials, community 
organizations, and the loved ones of those 
affected to attempt different, even radical,
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solutions," writes Satel.

President Trump must 
face our fatal Syria 
policy contradiction

Now for the hard part in Syria and Iraq. US 
strategy in Syria is completely incompatible 
with the strategy to address Iran that 
President Trump recently announced. 
American officials have repeated the mantra 
that "Bashar Assad must go." The White 
House ordered a missile strike on the air 
base from which Assad launched a chemical 
weapons attack. None of this has slowed the 
expansion of the Iranian military footprint in 
Syria.
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Report: Public 
opinion, President 
Trump, and the 
Republican Congress

How do Republicans feel about their party's 
leaders? The November issue of AEl's 
Political Report compares Republicans' 
views on President Trump to their ratings of 
Paul Ryan, Mitch McConnell, and 
Republicans in Congress generally. The rank 
and file have more confidence in President 
Trump to deal with major issues than they do 
in Republicans in Congress — and it's not 
close.

By definition, global 
powers doni pivot. 
The US military needs 
to rebuild now.

Too often since the turn of the century, the 
Pentagon has acted less like a Department 
of Defense and more like a Department of 
War. America vacillates between 
investments in immediate battlefield needs 
and high-risk gambles on disruptive 
technologies for the distant future. Coupled
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with ruinous Budget Control Act caps, what 
results is a military that is undermanned, 
outgunned, and overcommitted.
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