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D ear D o c to r:

U y  i n q u i r y  to  you on t h i s  d a te  i s  i n  r e g a r d  y o u r  o p inio n  o f  th e  
u r in a r y  p o rp h y r in  t e s t  i n  th e  d e te c t i o n  o f  l e a d  a b so r p t io n .

Our o r e s e n t  p rog ram  a t  W i l la r d  S to ra g e  B a t te r y  c a l ls  f o r  m o n th ly  
h i s t o r y  and  p h y s ic a l  e x a m in a tio n s  on  a l l  v /o rk e rs  ex p o sed  t o  th e  le a d  
h a z z a rd  to g e th e r  w i th  s t i p p l e  c e l l  c o u n ts .  B lood  and  u r in e  l e a d  
c o n c e n t r a t io n s  a re  d e te rm in e d  -when i n d i c a te d .  The q u es t io n  a r i s e s  
w h e th e r  u r in a r y  p o rp h y r in  d e te rm in a t io n s  can  s a f e l y re p la c e  s t i p p l e  c e l l  
c o u n ts .

I  b e l i e v e  I  am f a m i l i a r  w i th  m ost o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  in  r e c e n t  y e a rs  
r e g a rd in g  u r i n a r y  p o rp h y r in s  i n  l e a d  a b s o r p t io n .  I n d i s c u s s io n  w i th  
my c o l le a g u e s  i n  l e a d  p rog ram s e lse w h e re  i n  C le v e lan d , I  f i n d  h e s i t a t i o n  
t o  a d o p t i t s  u se  b ecau se  o f  la c k  o f  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  op in io n . B ecause th e  
t e s t  i s  a p p a re n t l y  e a s y  and  c h e a p ,' a l th o u g h  no more r e l i a b l e  th a n  sm ear 
m ethods, I  s h o u ld  l i k e  to  a d o p t i t s  u s e ,  a f t e r  a  p er io d  o f  t r i a l  and 
e x p e r ie n c e , i f  i t  can  s a f e l y  r e p la c e  sm ear m eth o d s, 1 can  se e  no 
added  v a lu e  i n  i t  o th e rw is e .

S h o u ld  y o u r  an sw er be i n  th e  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  c o u ld  you re n d e r  a n  o p in io n  
on th e  m ethod u se d  by  D o c to r  A. L . B rooks o f  th e  F is h e r  Body D iv is io n  
o f  G e n e ra l M otors a s  d e s c r ib e d  i n  th e  S ep tem b er, 19!?1 i s s u e  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  
M ed ic ine and  S u rg e ry ?

m a i n  o f f i c e  a n d  f a c t o r y
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