December 22, 1342

Mr., Victor Byery

Safety Dep&rt aent , ,

U. S. Havy Reserve Aviation Base,
Hew Orleans, Louislana.

Dear My Byer:

Your letter of December 4, addressed to. the ?thyl Corporation,.
Baton Rouge, Louislana, concerning the harmful effects of lead
in gasoline, has been referred to me for reply.

Over a pariod of nine years since- leauedvgaooline £ilrst came
on the market; my associates and I have investigated various
phases of the hygienic questions raised by its use. Other
1nvestfg&tions outside of this Laooratowy have been carried :
out by the United States Public Health Scrvice, by the British
ulnlstry of Health, and on a lesser scale, by the health '
agencies of certain other countries. The results of all of
these investigationa have been exactly the same, in that no
one has Bbe nyuple to find any cvidence that the handling of
leatsd ga oline in the manner required for its use as a fuel
in *nuernal combustion engines, has had any harmful effect upon
the persons so involved. Our inltilal studles reported in the
Journal of Industvial hygiene*were concerned with the study of
a rather larga number of filling station atiendants snd garage
mechaniuo vhose exposure had continucd over a period of years.
These ¢nvestigatians repeated at intervals over & period of
Yyears ., Lailed to reveal any csses of lead nofcon‘ng, and moree
over, demonstrate clearly that the lead absorption associated
with *hese occuvations, was negligible. Our further studies
carried out by scmewhat more rigld and precise methods shoved
that it is not to be expected that any of these persons will
develop lead noisoning, since the lead exposure. assoclated with
their work. 1s" of negligible proportions. I am sending you. a
reprint of this later article, since it willl serve to show the
mwthods of study and tne basils for present conclusions.

A search of medical literature will serve to show you that there
.has never been a case of lead poeisoning reported in connecticn
with the handling of gasoline. In 192k, )I reported a series of
cages assoclated with manufacturing operations, and somevwhat
later my assoclate, Dr. Machle, reviewed [the vhole subject and
reported the cases vhich we had seen up to the time of this re=
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port. A aumber of - these had been polsoned as the result of
clefning gasoline «terage tanks that had contalned leaded .
gasoline. By re&sonwo; a number of factors, the exposure
in suech tank: ‘of a‘tot,lly different type &nﬁ magnitud@

I trust that thils answers your question, but ir you have other
points. in mind, please do not hesitate to S Hie ¢
for I shall be glad. to send you: any. informa‘u‘m‘

available.
'Very truly yours,
Tobert A. Lehoe, M. D.
RAK of |
Enc.




