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Morten Corn, Ph.D., Assi
U.S. Department of Labor
200 Constitution Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Dr. Corn:

It appears that we have

asbestcs standard praomul
of our industrial hygian
cempanlies, we find thzaz

the vast majori<y of cur
are less than the conzen
in the outside communisy
within our buildings ave
whereas typical wvalues f
of the same Bell Systenm

cc of air. All alrtcrne
buildings have consis:ten
of 2 fibers per cc of ail
If the present asbestcs

finding of even a single
1s cause for instituting
survelllance procedures

buildings.

g Bell Laboratories

600 Mountain Averye
Murray Hili New Jje-sey 57574
Phone (2C1) 582-300C

July 9, 1976

stant Secretary of Labor

NL.W.

2 spezlial zuesticn relzting %o the
zated Ty CSEHA Zuring the course

2 survelllance of 3ell Systex

the aszestos congentrations inside
cffice bullidings approxima: or

~raticns ¢f astestos fibers :und
air Typlcal concentraticr

rage 0.06 fibers per cc of = -,

or the amblent air in the vi =ity

culldings average 0.1 fiberz =z
ccneentrations within our

<1y been well below the stani ~d

T.

standard 1s taken literally, the
fiber (not necessarily asbestos)
speclal monitoring and medical
Tor employees located within those

Needless to say, we will continue to collect information
on airborne asbestos levals through our self-initiated

studies and in responss

©2 cuestions frcnm employees whe

have beccme grez:<ly ccnzerned about astestos because of
notoriety in the press. Hcwever, I believe 1t 1s alsc
fair to say we have btegun 2 wonder abtoust the reascnalls-
ness of an inzrdinate excendicture of time and effcrt cn
monitcring and survelllznze procedures for those
operations having expcsura levels Delow background.
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Morton Ccrn, Ph.D. - 2 July 9, 1975
s

We would, therefore, apprecilate an interpretation from you
as to the manner in which the scope and applicability of
the present asbestos standard relate to the kind of work
environment cited above.

This brief letter 1s designed to introduce our asbestos
question to you. If you believe a more detalled dis-
cussion would be profitable, we would make ourselves
avalilable to meet with you.

Your perspective on this question would be greatly
appreclated.
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