EDWARD M. KENNEDY
MASSACHUSETTS

Wniled Diales Denafe

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20810
Februesry 3, 1971

Dr. John A. Zepp
E.I. Dubont de Nemours & Compeny

Wilmington, Delsware
Dear Dr. Zepp:

Thenk you for writing to me sbout the problems of childhood leed
poisoning. I first beceme awasre of the criticel need for legisletion in
this erea of heelth csre in the Fell of 1969 when I lesrned taet over
200 children die from this disemse esch yeer ~ end as meny es 300,000
children suffer from lesd sickness. But our heglth cere system has not
edequately responded to the need to improve these conditions.

After introducing in the Senate, e bill designed to provide assis-
tence to combat this diseese, I set in heerings with members of the Senste
Health Subcommittee lest Fell gethering informetion for the development of
en edequate leglslctive peckage. Health officiels reported thet with fed-
erasl sssistence, locel communities would be better prepered to begin pro-
grams thet would seek out youngsters eglreedy sickened with leed poisoning
end provide trestment for them.

Beceuse medicel histories show thet even efter treetment youngsters
ere likely to be poisoned egein, we sdopted legisletion thet euthorizes pro-
grems to eliminete leed painted surfeces from exposure in the homes of young
children found to’ be sick.

With & view towerd preventing the develomient of widespreed leed
poisoning in the future - this meesure elso prohibits the use of leed besed
peints in eny federelly essisted rehebilitetion or construction of residences.
Congressionel spprovel of.this meesure wes obteined December 29, 1970 end the
ieed Besed Peint Foisoning Prevencion Act, P.L. G1~965 beceme lew Jemuery ik,

1971.

This importent legisletion properly merks enother esssult in the con-
tinuing bettle % provide edeguete heelth sefeguerds for ell of our citizens.
I em hopeful thet we shsll soon see en end to the hezerds of leed besed peint

polsoning.
Thenk you for shering with me your interest in this importent legisle-
tion.
Sincerely, .
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