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Mr.' G, E;-jJü so n , Gyj i Division Georgia-Pacific -  P land, Oregon 
¿T l ‘ .wfypsum ^-AssociationI SOI North W ells Street, Chicago, m in ois 60606

^  ¿it«-
. J U N I «  f

(312) 726-5675
June n ,  1973

TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Gentlemen; Re; Asbestos In  J o in t  Treatment Compound

¡ » t '^ lu f n s ï i  " *Y 3° ' W ? ’ o f th. Gyp.ua Associationr  er “ 2!S,r:::“*n,,,iv“ « ,h* wuhi.,,«,.
Frank H. Zimmerman 
Joseph Volk 
H. B. Carlsen

Representing OSHA were;

National Gypsum Company 
National Gypsum Company 
Gypsum A sso c ia t io n

Fred 3 ish o ff  
C. R. McClure 
M. S . Gabis

-Deputy Adm in istrator
-C h ie f Enforcement Adm in istrator
- In d u s t r ia l H yg ien ist

T I L J 1“™ d, scu? s !on was Section  1910.93 o f  OSHA regu lations 
! ed) Pe rta in in g  to asbestos. Our concern was w ith the 

th» Te? u ,a t '®n on Jry-mi.M'ng and sanding o f j o in t  treatment 
i n « n l « - h M ^ n9 a* be? toS- V/e ra ised  variou s questions in regard 
ih e r !  S -0 f Î  *  manufacturers Of jo in t  treatment compound
where lab e lin g , m onitoring, contractor r e sp o n s ib i l i t ie s ,  compliance, 
e t c . , are  affected. r  ’

In  s t r i c t  in te rp re ta tion  o f the text o f the regu la tions, a number 
o f quest ons a r ise .  Although hazard leve ls for asbestos are stated, 
some p re lim inary  in v e st ig a t io n s  ind icate  that asbestos released in 
ending jo in t, treatment may be below OSHA hazard le ve ls. On the other

above the h a z a r d ^ ” I ?  ‘ndieate mfXing o f dry Joint comPound may be

I t  was proposed to OSHA that the Gypsum A sso c ia t io n  would consider 
sponso ring  a m onitoring program, conducted by an independent labora-

? nd report th~ dust cond itions on job s it e s  under 
ctual f ie ld  cond it ions. The A ssoc ia tion  program needs to be developed 

in d e ta il.  It  should include m onitoring o f a l l  dust generated in a 
sanding operation in c lud in g  mica, s i l i c a ,  quartz, ta lc  and to ta l dust.

Fol
of
for

low ing the development o f the program and approval by the Doard 
D ire c to rs  another meeting should be arranged w ith OSHA o f f ic ia l s  

th e ir  review and comments on it s  a ccep tab ility .



-  2 -

I h t  n 'e c e i s 'a r ! ! ^ !  Z ro' r n " n i  th*  Gypsum A sso c ia t io n  w ith
fo r  » « ! «  f V«df t t0  dev8,0p un,form  procedures and gu ide line s fo r  users o f  j o in t  treatment compounds.

The OSHA representatives encouraged the A sso c ia t io n  to pursue th is
J r  L f l ? ? ! “ ’ • id in’p,le,i * i at th is  "» 'Sht a llow  a contractor group 
to p o s s ib ly  seek variances i f  they could show that A ssoc ia t ion  pro­
cedures to mix and sand Jo in t  compound had been followed. I t  was 
d e f in it e ly  stated  that i f  the proposed program was f in a liz e d  and 
developed, i t  would ce rta in ly  show good fa ith  on the part o f  the 
manufacturer and the contractors who adhered to  I t

With the approval o f the Board the Executive  V ice  President o f tha 
A ssoc ia tion  can appoint a three o r four member A ssoc ia tion  Task Group 
o f  in d iv id u a ls  knowledgeable in j o in t  treatment compounds and monitor­
ing procedures to develop the program, evaluate inform ation a va ilab le , 
and consider hazards as they re la te  to OSHA and N10SH requirements.

Th is p re lim inary  approach to the asbestos dust hazard in jo in t  t re a t­
ment m ateria ls re su jts  from the D ire c to r s ' approval of an in ve st iga t ion  
o the problem la s t  A p r i l,  and the su gge stion  that member companies 
contribute  any accumulated data u se fu l in determ ining a proper te st 
program. The in te re st expressed by OSHA is  encouraging. May we have 
your reaction to th is  report at your e a r l ie s t  convenience?

Yours very tru ly ,

GYPSUM ASSOCIATION

J . / 3 ,  &
H. B. Carlsen, Secretary 
Techn i caI Committee

HBC:mj
Enc.
cc: Chairmen of a l l  Committees


