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Environmental Roundup

New Study Ralses Doubts About Earli-
1 Work on Health Effects of PCBs

In & paper relcased in mid-Septem-
ber, Williem R. Galfey, an epldemiolo-
with Munsanto Co.. made public
Andings of examinations of 24 epi-
demiologic studies uf human exposure
1o polychlorinatedbiphenyls (PCBs).
The results of the paper are sure to
controversial in

review such studics, huwvever, bevause
those studies “do Aot address the ques-
tion of the dsk of incurring such ef-
fects.”

Accidental Heavy Exposure

‘There were two studies of such expo-
sure reviewed by Gafley. in the first,

involving 14
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Jifficult to establish any clear cause-
and-effect relationship, it slso mekes i
nearly impossibie 10 generalize on lower
kevel envi 1 or occupetionsl ex-

based on the role of

re to PCBs,

Bs in the Yusho incident.
Environmenisl Levels and Body Burdens
Gaffey bel that epidemiological
studies on this topic have clearly shown
tatthere b a - i the
amount of PCBs in and fatty ts-
sue and the amount of PChs in the
environment to which the are
exposed. Once exposwre %o [
eliminated or decreased, the
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