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GENERAL
The sing le , m o s t im p o rta n t fa c to r  to  co n sid e r when, w orking w ith  a sb es to s  
m a te r ia ls  is  the e lim in a tio n  o r  red u c tio n  of a sb es to s  d ust to  p e rm iss ib le  
l im its  th rough  eng ineering  co n tro ls  o r  the u se  of p e rso n a l p ro tec tiv e  
equipm ent. The exp o sure  to h igh  co n cen tra tio ns of a sb es to s  d u st o v er long 
p e rio d s  of tim e  can cause  a  se r io u s  re s p ira to ry  condition known as "a sb es to s is . " 
E v e ry  e ffo rt m u s t be tak en  to p ro te c t  em ployes from  o v e r-ex p o su re  to  a sb es to s  
d u st including, but not lim ite d  to, the following;
1. L ocal exhaust v en tila tio n  sh a ll  be u tilized , w h ere  feasib le , w hen using

hand o r  p o w er-o p e ra ted  to o ls  w hich m ay  produce o r re le a s e  a sb es to s  fib e rs .
2.. In so fa r as  p o ss ib le , a sb e s to s  m a te r ia ls  sh a ll be handled, m ixed, applied, 

rem oved , cut o r  o th e rw ise  w orked  in  a w et s ta te  su ffic ien t to p rev en t the 
e m iss io n  of a i r  b o rn e  p a r tic le s , u n le ss  the u se fu ln ess  of the p ro du c t would 
be d im in ished  th e reb y . C a re  m u s t be tak en  to p rev en t u n n ecessa ry  . 
g en e ra tio n  of dust.

3, E m ployes engaged in  the dem olition  o r rem o v a l of a sb es to s  covered  pipes 
o r s tru c tu re s  o r  a sb es to s  in su la tio n  sh a ll w ea r the approved  supplied a ir  

re sp ira to ry , c o v e ra lls , h ead 'co v e rin g s; gloves arid foot coverings provided.
4 . C ontam inated  c o v e ra lls , head  coverings and gloves sh a ll be s to red  in  

lo c k e rs  o r c o n ta in e rs  se p a ra te d  fro m  the dem olition  em p lo y e 's  s tre e t  
clothing.

5. F oo t coverings s h a ll  be w o rn  by lag g e rs  p erfo rm in g  dem olition.and d isca rd ed  
in  the covered  co n ta in e rs  p rovided  fo r a sb es to s  s c ra p  at the end of the 
sh ift.

6. L ag g ers  sh a ll  o b se rv e  good housekeeping p ra c tic e s  a t  a ll  tim es.
7. C aution 3igns sh a ll be p laced  a t each  location  w here  .a sbesto s m a te r ia ls  

a re  being rem o v ed  o r dem olished  and in  a ll shops in w hich a sb es to s  
m a te r ia ls  a re  being w orked . T hese  signs b ea r  the following: legend;

CAUTION: A sb e s to s  D ust H azard  
\  Avoid B rea th ing  D ust

W ear A ssig n ed  P ro te c tiv e  E quipm ent
Do N ot R em ain  In A re a  U n less Your W ork R equ ires  It
B rea th ing  A sb es to s  D ust M ay Be H azardous To Your H ealth
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8, A sb esto s  s c ra p  m a te r ia l  and d ust sh a ll be d isca rd ed  only in  the covered 

c o n ta in e rs  p rovided . T hese  co n ta in e rs  a re  lined  w ith polyethylene bags. 
W hen fu ll, th e se  bags w ill be sealed , lab e led  and d isp o sed  of by the 
m ain ten an ce  em ploye a ss ig n ed  to. the a re a .

9. The lab e ls  to  be u se d  on a sb es to s  s c ra p  m a te r ia ls ,-  p ro d u c ts  in  tra n s p o r t  
and d u s t m u s t b e a r  the following legend:

CAUTION; C ontains A sb esto s F ib e rs  - Avoid C rea ting  D ust -  
B rea th ing  A sb esto s D ust M ay C ause S erio us 
B odily  H arm

10. A sb esto s  s c ra p  m a te r ia l  and d u sts  sh a ll be rem oved  by the u se  of 
tox ic  d ust vacuum  c le a n e rs  only. No broom  sweeping o r a ir  hosing 
w ill be allow ed,

11. M onito ring  w ill be p e rfo rm ed  by S afety  and E nvironm ental C ontro l in  
a cco rd an ce  w ith  re q u ire m e n ts  of R efe ren ce  (a)**,.

12. M ed ical exam inations w ill  be p e rfo rm ed  by  the M edical D epartm ent in. 
acco rd an ce  w ith  R efe ren ce  (a),

13. M ed ical exam inations w ill  be p e rfo rm ed  by the M edical .Departm ent in  
acco rd an ce  w ith  R efe ren ce  (a).

14. S u b stitu te  m a te r ia ls  w ill be u sed  fo r  a sb es to s  w henever possib le ,
15. P e rso n n e l w ork ing  in  the v ic in ity  of lag g e rs  w ill w ear re s p ira to ry  

equ ipm ent w hen re q u ire d  by 29CFR 1910, 93a as d ete rm in ed  by the 
Safety  and E n v iro n m en ta l .C ontro l D epartm ent, P ip e lag g e rs  w ill 
re q u e s t  su ppo rt fro m  Safety and E n v iro nm en ta l C ontro l when, i t  is  
an tic ip a ted  th a t  d u s t l im its  w ill be exceeded. A uthorized  p erso nnel 
m ay  p a s s  th ro u g h  the a re a  w ithout r e s p ira to ry  equipm ent but m u st 
do so  a s  quickly  a s  p o ss ib le .

16. W hen an em ploye is  f i r s t  re q u ire d  to w ear a  r e s p i r a to r  becau se  
of h igh  a sb es to s  d u st co n cen tra tio n s , h is  su p e rv iso r w ill notify 
M ed ical S e rv ic es  so th a t a m e d ic a l re c o rd  can be e stab lish ed  
fo r th a t em ploye.
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17. W hen co n cen tra tio ns of a irb o rn e  a sb e s to s  fib e rs  a re  found to  be in  
e x c e ss  of au th o rized  l im its , and p e rso n n e l w orking in  such a re a s  
have b een  exposed to  th e se  co n cen tra tio n s w ith o u t.p ro p er re s p ira to ry  
equipm ent, the fo rem en  of t r a d e s  so  exposed w ill be notified  
im m ed ia te ly . W henever p o ss ib le , th is  w ill be done during  the sh ift 
th a t  the  a ir  sam p les  w e re  taken. S u p e rv iso rs  so notified  w ill notify 
th o se  em ployes so exposed, in  w riting , w ithin  five days o f the 
finding; the no tice  w ill include w hat c o rre c tiv e  ac tion  is  being taken,

18. R em oval, r ip -o u t, a n d /o r  dem olition , w ill be done on w eekends 
w henever p o ss ib le  as  d e te rm in ed  by h ealth , cost and. schedule c r i te r ia .  
Iso la tio n  bags o r ten ts  w ill  be  u se d  on a l l  o ther o ccasions w here  
re a so n a b ly  fe a s ib le  to  red u ce  a irb o rn e  contam inants; th ese  w ill 
g en e ra lly  be supp lied  w ith  p ositiv e  f i l te re d  exhausts,

19. D uring m a ss  r ip -o u t  operations., th e  a r e a  w ill be taped  off o r 
o th e rw ise  co n tro lled  by  u s e  of sig n s, g uard s o r o th e r positive  
m e a n s .

20. S u p e rv iso rs  w ill  a s s u re  th a t u s e r s  of re s p ira to r s  a re  p ro p erly  
in s tru c te d  and tra in e d  in  th e ir  u s e .

* R efe ren ce  (a), ; O ccupational S afety  and H ealth  Act; If. S. D ep artm en t of 
L abo r R egulation , T itle  29, P a r t  1910. 93 a.
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