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Ue have been r a t h e r  a s to n i s h e d  to  read Mr. B a r r y  C a s t le m a n 's  
a r t i c l e  on our U n i t  S h r e e  D i g v i j a y  Cement F a c to r y  (A sbes tos  
P ro d u c ts  D i v i s i o n )  a t  D i g v i  j a y n  aga r , Ahmedabad in  your  i s s u e  
of  26th F e b r u a r y ,  1981 under head ing 'D o u b le  S tan d a rd s  
Asbestos  in  I n d i a ' .  To the  bes t  of our  knowledge,  n e i t h e r  
M r . B a r r y  Cas t lem an  nor any a u t h o r i s e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
your  j o u r n a l  v i s i t e d  our p l a n t .
The a l l e g a t i o n s  made in  th e  r ep o r t  a r e  f a r  from t r u t h .  As 
an em p loye r ,  we a r e  consc iou s  of i n d u s t r i a l  hyg iene  and 
ue p r o v id e  adequate  work ing c o n d i t i o n s  to  s a fe g u a rd  h e a l t h  
of our community. The Company has p ro v id e d  in  th e  f a c t o r y  
e x p en s iv e  Dust  E x t r a c t i o n  equ ipments .  B e s id e s  t h i s ,  s e v e r a l  
o th e r  measures have been taken  and a r e  a l s o  in  the  p r o c ess 
of  im p le m e n ta t io n  and we f e e l  t h a t ' t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  d e s c r ib e d  
F y  you a r e  r a t h e r  im a g in a r y .
Workers a r e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  examined by D o c to rs  and d u r in g  
18 y e a r s  o f  ou r  o p e r a t i o n ,  we have h a r d l v  found a c a s e , as 
a la rm inQ  and s e r i o u s  as m a g n i f i e d  i n  vou r  a r t i c l e , which, can 
be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  work ing c o n d i t i o n s  in  our p l a n t .
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L o c a l  Government F a c t o r y  I n s p e c t o r s ,  O f f i c i a l s  and Doctors  
J s uA'  . p e r i o d i c a l l y  v i s i t  our p l a n t  to check whether  we comply w i th

. the  I n d ia n  Ru les  & R e g u l a t i o n s  or n o t .  T h e r e fo r e ,  such  an
’ a r t i c l e  in  a magazine l i k e  yours  has not  only e s t ran ged  our

f e e l i n g s  and t h a t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  In d ia n  Asbestos  I n d u s t r y ,  
but have  a l s o  cha l lenged  t h e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  norms, r u l e s  and 
r e g u l a t i o n s  of S t a t e  and C e n t r a l  Government o f  I n d i a .
You w i l l  p l e a s e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  improvement i n  any I n d u s t r y  
i s  a co n t in u o u s  p ro c e s s ,  and we a r e  q u i t e  a l i v e  and consc ious  
of our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  im p lem ent ing  i n n o v a t i o n s  and impro ­
vements f o r  t h e  b e t t e rm e n t  of the  workmen and community.
Ue a r e  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  w i t h o u t t a k i n g  th e  t r o u b l e  to  a t l e a s t  
.check w i t h  us th e  t r u t h ,  such1 w i ld  a l l e g a t i o n s  cou ld  be made 
a g a in s t  us and a m is le a d in g  a r t i c l e  shou ld  f i n d  a p l a c e  and 
pa t ro n ag e  by a magazine l i k e  yo u r s .  Ue must s a y ,  you have been 
more than u n f a i r  to  us, M/s. Cohns M a n v i l l e ,  U . S .A ,  our  C o l l a ­
b o r a t o r s  and to t h e  e n t i r e  Asbestos  I n d u s t r y  in  g e n e r a l ,  and 
to I n d i a  in  p a r t i c u l a r .
‘hank ing  you, Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,  

f o r  S h re e  D i g v i j a y  Cement Cô . Ltd,
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