FILE NAME: Painters and Allied Trades (PAINT)
DATE: 0000
DOC#: PAINT0O84

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Article from Painters and Allied Trades
Journal



, 5 of) F_JL
Fmores pressingslor ﬁﬁf’ .
mod“ta nid; each: vi'”r‘ldlvxdual" mem—
be !han;occupahan’ 31 heall R an

BXY R o

3%l

i .;"-‘-“t'&i SR At Rea:

. Ethe 'NS«W_ :i’,'l? nalional; L?veljgnd

. My v <l 2l

. ﬁ: 2 be protected—-lzo ntthose

R e T e NN S o
) E’,wh ~would;wgz%£erie those safe

5

(g

)

ey

A0

id he";lth,st nda’}’:;if;s"jm‘;fw""aE {1
s ;

1

nowfo 1

iy

. E y§e§lippronatio S

HEWZ% S f@fﬁ

333,'*”'..-5 n:a <
-:Ez,, -Congressman Obe X [
: _-em‘ Z
efm'e1 fle SOCtel 0L
,.s_cijpanon Sa?ety and 3
b ashmg gg,Whal' .e'
i H URNAE Beligvas s
S
ncgr!

Jr;.u s,

_ed_or

RPN 83

‘excerpted from that & spee

I know that many Americans are

%
1 vaguely aware that smog causes

§ health problems, that there may be
some health problem with asbestos.
% Some of thém ha\ne just last month
nom,ed reports ~about potential
carcinogens being found in some
communities’ water supply. More
have probably heard about some
vague problem being associated with

,vinyl chloride. But mostly these

bits of information are-—to most
Americans—a series of unrelated
messages, of uncertain importance.
The problems are:
® That life expectancy for men
in this country has actually
been  declining . for over ten
years now; . .
e That a steadlly mcreasmg pot-

tion of Americans of all ages,’

of both sexes-—those who don’t
smoke as well as those who.do
—are dying of lung, liver and
bladder cancer;’

® That perhaps 80 to 90 percent
of those cangers are induced
by environmental faclors;

® That certain  non-malignant
diseases of hyman organs most
directly affected by environ-
mental impurities are killing
more Americans each year;

® That certain groups of workers

are contracting some of those

diseases at a rate many times

that of the population at large;
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® That the production of'g
chemicals is growing'
geometrically" (petrochc y
production, . for mstancg, i

percent since 1945); °

® That the long latency pendg
Of 20 to 30 years betwcenTihg
first exposure to a da_n
chemical and the occurren )
irreversible disease means il
it: may be several dec
before we have a true undess
standing of what those, chem
cals have done 10, the riafig
health; . -

® That something as. in
as freon—supposedly:

;- appears to gather in
atmosphere, break dow
and allow. inCreaéed

You know, individual citize
if they are snspicious or conce!
~Can take individual act
minimize _ potential conseque
They can stop smoking, They!

can wear respirators if they AW .
with asbestos, and if they kn oW L

windows when the summer
dirty in a big city.
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nking -water; -arsenic from
borinig | chemical plants;
-and on

ito respond collectwcly to

ndividually. In this case, by
g significant, comptehensive
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budget ‘of $SO million were °
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supply. Since then, con- -
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“which cannot be respond- :

Rdic J and scientific research to at -

ion Agency (EPA) .

dnnkmg ‘water . _has ;
; clear warning which such discover- -
ies present to concerned scientists, :
the response at the Office of Man- -
: agement -and Budget—which has *

c possz—bllny'that in some;

: =,. rcinogens Wthh .may '_

3 eade fro
have Iaunched X
T funh 8

com-,’
SE

tie
-.-’l\—o’s far., n.'

ampaign Io ielkxmmate

3 s :23rd Ge
AR AP DTG, —91‘ *-zml(te -rif..?J

i"ral Convenhon .in_Se|
o R 1, Seplem

cU a- cnt'ena p;ckages by NIOSH on

Ll ) vmyl " chlonde
: anesthetms and +inorganic arsemc .
i -But, NIOSH’s staff stands today at
o -,‘565—down 14 ‘percéit in less thaq -

b - two years, ;

and to reduce the authorized staff
by 15.

But the best example of the gov-
ernment’s failure to respond to the

- chemicals question is the National

Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health (NIOSH). Initially, a
staff of over 1100 people and a
budget in the neighborhood of $70
million was  planned for NIOSH.-
By’ January of 1973, a total staﬁ of
660 had been burlt Lo

The last two years have brought
'us temfymg revelatxons concerning
opcratlng room-

occupatlonally dangerous chemicals; -

O . Our commmee remmded the Ad-.

. as 20 peroent m some of those same
* communities. .

‘But today fundmg for that re-
search in EPA is $2 million less.
Instead of 736 people working on
the problem, there are 636.

The National Institute . for
Environmental Health  Sciences

. (NIEHS) had"a budget.of $31°

: million in fiscal year 73 with a
" staff of - 248. NIEHS research-
s €ts working in a_ wide range of
: areas have found serious potential

hazards in such industrial chemicals
“as +halo “ethers’ and in chemlcalsf
found in everyday consumer". -prod-
+the

‘ucts -such as,” for . instance, -
hundreds of toxxc substanccs bemg
poured _into_:common plastics. :

And, despite the mcreasmgly

. learned to determine price much
more easily than value—has been

to cut NTEHS funding by $2 million .

. or the’ Congress® w1l]mgness to pro—

mmlstranon that just two years ago
Secretary of HEW' Ellxot Richard-

son had suggested 2 ‘minimum of

S5t 60 crlterxa packages each year o
be prepared by NIOSH, and_ we’ ‘-
increased funds for NIOSH and '

'NIEHS by 25 percent in ‘the Labor- N

HEwW Appropriation ‘bill. ' “The
President has ‘said he will sxgn the
bill. . . ., ‘
- But if you think that this means
we have pirned the’ corner, you re -
dead wrong. In an area when strict - -
fiscal restraint is a matter of ovcr-- :
riding natiorial concern, there isno.
assurance’that these gaing' can be -
sustained exther in térms of the Ad---

ministration’s mllmgness to ‘allow’

the appropriated’ money ‘fo be _spent

vide i mcreases for these agencnes ‘in
commg years while othér : federal
programs are bemg cut back Ay

“"Now, "ds “part "6t i mﬂatmn—
ﬁghtmo package “the resxdents
budget analysts “are prepanng ‘to
ask . the Congress ‘to accept*a 7
millioncut in NIEHS ‘which would
prevent the agency from gemng any
of . the dncreases contained .in*the
Labor-HEW approprxatlon and in
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