February 25, 1947

Lr. W. £. Chetz,

Medlecal Investigatior,

Cafely and iyplene Uivislon,
Lﬁdd'f_‘al vommlssion of Ohle,
Golumbus, Ohtig.

Tesr Dr. (Obetvz:

- &ém wrilting Lo you concerning & situation which In my oplnicen

13 more than trivisel Lo us both. It concerns the hyglenic
siiugatlon in the plent of Megnus Metsl Division of Natlonsl Lead
Company ln Cincipnati. this plant cé&me to cur attentiion reccntly
thiough the cecurrence of & cése ol lcad peolsoning some weeks 850,
sand Lt was our report of this cese e the Department of lealih of
the TLate of Chio, which led, I bellieve, t¢o your viasit on Dicember
7. Ey resson ci our several contacte with ithe pecrsle representing
this compeny, in &n effori te lnquire concerning the conditlions in
the planc, whicn we alwvaye do when the cppertunilcty &ifords ftsell,
we cdme upon thelr interpretvatlicp 0i your staiement to them,
iollouin& your visgit, thal the conditlons in ihis piant were not
such &# L0 nave caused ledad polsonlng, end Lnerelore we might well
Le mistaken.

I have encountered this altuation once vefore io‘lou#ug a8 visit
on your part Lo ine ragle Picher plant in CUincinnatl in which
vhile iead was velng manufactuared by ihe 01z Dutch process. I had
reported gertaln cises of lead polsoning s oceursing in thatl oland,
foilovwing careful stady of & numver of referred caszes and some
further chieckling uw on e operacions. I WeESs quru;*~C greoily wi
the ccceurrcnce of such &n ilssug at thet tlime ng I am EVYenR more
surprized Ly Li &U (e present (ime., Lt Jlﬂt dae cl neem LO Ime
to be crediule wiat jou could feel thet I or my cljn‘ual EB8CCLELCS
neve made & Giegnosis ©1 occupational lcad polioning viidhoul h&aving
wholly adeqguate evidence on which Lo base our conclusion. In &ny
se I h&ave determined to wrile to you amnd to call sour svcentlon
to certein meLiers vwhlch, In my opinicn, &reg vorihy of your con-
sideratilon.

Flrst let me point ocut, in conneevion wiih the plant of hagnus
Metel Tivision, that we have under our obmervation at present in
the Ceneral lospital or clsevhere &t leust geven proved cases of
les¢ poisoning among the employeces of thls plent. It sppears that
theie are segversl otlthers. 'These cases vary from relatively mild
lead poiscning of the gastiro-cnierlc type, to severe dissbling ond
persistent lead collc, ang even Lo a perfectily typicel case of
bilateral vwrist drop. The dlagnoses In these cascs heve Leen medce
on the baslis of unequiveocal clinical and laboratery evidence, in
asgoclation with such information about the plant c¢ondlilons &s
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ve h&8ve been able to cbtein. The officials of this company have
corresvonded with State agencies, and have socught an investigation
zt the nhands of the Lepartment of Health. Ultimately they have
been referref 1o us Ly virtue of the 1nabiliily of the Tilate
indusirial hygienistz at this time Lo carry out the plant survey
that 1s necesssry Lo appralse the slgnificance of the entire
gfruation. VWe nave responded to the request from the company of -
ficials for advice snd nave recommended (o them vwhat should he
doune , %g? ??y %g h of it we are prepared to do. 1IiL sesems probable
anc alBS/Cha¥ CHE hesliistion on the part of these offlclals to
follow through on ihis necessary procedure, ls occesloned by thelr
uncertainly &s tc our compevence and good faith. 70 the extent
that this is true, i1 Las been implementied In part by your letter
Lo them of Jenumyy £, of which I have & copy. It may wvell be that
the interprecation vhich he&s Leen put on yeur letier Ls not
uieclsely wnat you would have Iinuvended., On the other hanad, I
pelieve you have expressed an opinion which L& substentlally counter
Lo our own, ant on ¢vidence which wse in no wine capable of justi-
fying your conclusicn. I &m noet sure 82 to just whet jou vere
shiown in this plsny, or just what the condlliions vere whsn you sav
1t, buil I think your conclusicn rather cbvicunly leavea scmething
to we desired In view of lhe fuci that vwe have jound & gwrprising
numper of cases of acute lead intoxicatlicn among the employess of
this vclant within the last fevw vegks. L s;m quite sure that you
would pot gQuosticn the correcinesns of Lhese dlepnoszes on the basls
ol the evidence svalleble. There is nc one of ithem about which
there is the slighiest questlion, since they faliill oll of ihs
clasgicel clinicel s well @e the mocdern thysicloglicsl critsrisa.

1 &m sure that you cre quite famlliar with the exient {0 which ve
nave developed these Latter criteria cut of clinleal apnd lnvesilga-
tive vork &nd bLro&ac industrlel oxrperisnce.

¢t

You will gather from wvhat I nave sald soove that I cm somevhat
irked by ihis sltuxtlicn. Youw sre guive right. In eddition,
novwever, Lo some rerzonal &nd professionsl lrriteticn, I am led

Lo these coamrents oy much mere clgnificunt considersticons. Tur
cublic and professiopal regpronsglibilitles gre qulte &s greatl &s
JOoul's , NG youss are ceriainly noo to be lgnored. You and your
assoclates, 4s well 48 Curselves, con 11l afford & conflilet of

this type. 2uch & conilici cun only heve the effect of injuring

us Loth, end more lmportanily, of milizating againast the sccom-
plishmenc of cur nurgoses n werias of ihe heslth of people employed
in hazerdous trades., Wiin the Information that ls avallable au the
sreseni time in relailcom l¢ Industriual lead hezords, fhe problem of
ndustrial lead polisconing could bte eliminated for all time, I wve
nud but had the intelligent andersianding of physlclans, public
cfficials and respenciocle industrial msnagement. Lt is qulie
rousible (0 measure cceupatlconal hozards in reluticon to lead in
preclse terms. It ls guite possible to delline safe cccupational
lead exposure. It 1s alzeo gquite poussible L0 disygnose lead intoxi-
cabtion and to differentiate it from other dlseasse proccages in most
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instances. Any contiroversy on matters of this type vetween offi-~
ciglly reszonsible persons such &3 yourself and publicly and
protrescsicnally responsitle people llke mgwelf and my assocletes is
foolisn and wholly unneCﬁssary. You zinould know Lf you do not,
thet we do “Jt malke cizgneses of oceupational or non-occupaticnal
lezd polsconing wilhout having complete and satisfactory clinical
and iaboravory svicence. Zou should alsc know, if you €0 not, that
we ave never convicied any plant of being hazardous n isrms of
l26d exposure, without having che cold evidence on which %0 speak.
I am net sayling by this ithat we are nfallible. VWhat I am saying
is .lhet we ao not come wo & concluslon at all, unless we are
presared Lo suppert Lt by adequate evidence. Therefore, [ zhould
say Jsi whep jou wallp ;;¢uug" ap indusirigal slant epd look at the
surrcundings and presume Lo 347, dgﬂanuu enr evidoence, that Lt scems
Uniilkely that a man was polsoned & hils wook, you are dolng us,
Joursell , and wmeore Imporisnily the mxpcvwﬁ versonnel , a heedless
afkd unnecessary Lngur,, . mven with the :-,':ux*s 1 exw--riencc: that I
nave pad Ln the lesa wrades, I oshould {ecl the necessity for nore
plreclase informuticon ithen can e 9o0Lained LY such means.

I am veing blunc, vul X-am calking direcily to rou and not Lo any
third party. I irusy you Will not rogard wWhat 1 om aayling A3
any thing other chun an honest efffort to arrive ol o satlzfcciory
Lasls 10r e congideralion of our muwvanl sublle snd rrofessional
responglbiliiiles. I nnve a4puvreciatsd e diroclt contacis willh you
which I have Lad o ae pasl, and I Lrusi wpiat thers will not be
misunderesiancéing and persenal or nwofﬁsuional unpleassniness in the
future. It lza te this end primarily, fnd o the loorovemeny of
induscrisl healih In Jhe conmunily and cleowhere, (st L opeXe these
somevhal polnted conments.
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