‘ Mr M A'o Taﬁlorj

- Ethyl Corporation, .
- 123 South Broad, ..y

iPhiladelphia 9, Penna

Dear Mr. Taylor-

-~

McCooley's letter to you of March lh concerning the possible

~ contaminstion of Still.#15 4in Gulf 0il Fefinery &t Girrard:
Point, Pennsylvania; has raised.a. question which I think can be
answered in terms of the: analytical information .on seamples .of
sludge obtained from this still some time ago. For this reason . . |
it seems wise to report these results to you and to point out
their signiflcance as far as' 1t is possible to do so.
Sludge vas obtained fram this still at two points, one from Ll
the bottom of V Tover, and the other from the trays of A Tower. .
In the case of the first sample there was a very minute amount
of tetraethyl lead, actually 0001l% in the sludge, with slightly
larger quantities of intermedlate decomposition products of _
tetraethyl lead, and with 1.35% of inorganic lead. Quite clearly -
from these results almost 8ll of the lead in this semple wvas
inorganic in character, and therefore was not & source of volatile
lead compounds. It scarcely seems possible to me that there
vould be any apprecisble hazard of any kind 1n the handling of
this sludge by ordinary means.

In the c&se of the second sample there was no tetraethyl lead:
and only & very smell percentage of decomposition products of
tetraethyl lead, and only &bout 1/2 of 1% of :inorganic lead. I
think ve can take 1t that the lead. contamination of this sample
is quite insignificant. S .

On the whole 1t is my considered opinion that if the still 1s
dealt with:-as it was before, afiter rerunning the present. gaso—
. 1ine, there will be no hazeardous situation thet will require
further precautionary.meaaures. ’,

I do not presnme tofknow all of the circumstanees -onnected‘with
rerunning operations, since these might vary. vith the type of: .
still and with other circumstances. For this reeson I shculd- not
consider the information obtained in this.one instance as arolying
generally to situations of this ‘type.  On the other hand, if no
hazard vas created in running the previous stock ‘of .gasoline with:
its relatively ‘high'leed. concentration; it .would certainly seem;
' ' v ascline withits ver




"I should be glad if you would communicate this opinion to Mr.
.- -McCooley with any further suggestlons you may have for his
gu_idance'.'_f;?* R e e T T e AR A T Che
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