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Asbestos-induced
compensable in N

cancer ruled

. Y.; dector urges

strict control of ashestos use .

by Porricia Kelsey

ROCHESTER. N. Y. — Death
due to a rare asbhestos-induced
cancer, known as mesothelioma.
has been found compensablc here
as the result of a ruling issued by
a referee nf the New York Work-
ren's Compeasation Board.

l.awrence J. Antczak, an em-
ployec of the Mickiewiez Co., a
heating and air conditioning firm
located in nearby Irondequoit,
died in 1970. His death was arttrib-
uted to mesothelioma. He had
worked with asbestos maerial for

‘e than 20 vears.

. the referee’'s ruling on Feb.
27, a judgment of 311.312 was
granted to Antczak's estute. Also
awarded were 37530 in burial ex-
penses and a 140 biweenly pav-
ment to the {amily.

Attornev for Antczak’'s estate,
Richard Regzan, of Hocan and
Regan law firm in Rochester, told
the News that he does not antici-
pate the insurance carrier {or
Mickiewicz, Contirnental Casualty
Co., tu appeal the ruling to the Ap-
pelate Court in the state of New
York

He said that Conunental Cas-
ually dropped its objections when
it aliezedly could not locate a
physician to dispute the medical
report submitted by Dr. Irving Se-
Hkaff, profesenr of racdicine and
director of the Environmental
Sepeciges Laneatory ol Mo 2inai
Collowe of Medicine in Nvw Yurk
Cuv

Regan exnluained that ar the
time af Antezak’s autopsy, tissaes
ir mis lungs were removed and

«f an file When Rovan {ited
o with the Loard, we sent
e< to De. Setikeff for oa-
amination

Fullowiny analysis, the doctor
renorted [iading asbestos fibers in

the tissues. a condition which
must exist before death can be
artributed to mesothelioma.

Regzn added that much of Ant-
czak's work was done in the inner
city where he would convert coal
furnaces to oil furnaces. Part of
this work intolved the packine of
the outside of the furnace with a
combination of powdered asbestos
and water and cement.

Also, he said, asbestos exposure
resulted when neating and air
conditioning ducts were taped
with asbestos tape, or from insu-
lating complete burrers with pow-
dered asbestos, water, and ce-
ment.

Rexan noted that he had kept
Antczak's autopsv report on file
for some 20 months, not knowing
exactly what action could be
taken He filed his claim after
reading of Dr. Selikoff's research
on the subject of asbestos expo-
sure.

He said he researched the dis-
case and couldn’t [ind a previous
ruling for compensation. Ur. Seti-
koff advised that New Jersey

Workmen's Compensation Act did
make allowances for the disease
It is also reporied that the federal
government ruied mesothelioma
cnmpensable for thuse who
warked 10 the L. 3. Navy snip-
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10 35 years.," he told the subcom-
mittee. This "bomb” causes cancer
that may not be detected for as
many as 40 vears, and, he added,
these victims will be per<ons who
have worked with asbestos regu-
tarly.

Dr. Selikoff and others warned
the subcommittee that it was
“time to start cleaning up the as-
bestos mess and prevent {urther
damage to human health. We
need a bill to cover all phases of
asbestos use and we need public
awareness. hvaiiih research, and
laheling and enironmental con-
trols,” they said

“lt's what's huvpening in 1973
that will becor.e evident in the
year 2000,” Dr. seitkoff cautivned.

“0f the one million warkers who
alrecady have becn exposed. 200,-
M0 will die of lung cancer, T0.000
of ashesiosis of luny searring, o
150.000 of vur:ious otiher aii-
ments

The Mickiewicz Co did not repiy
tn a News inguiry to comment on
the ruling
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