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ANNOTATIONS
.ASBESTOS IN LONDON TUBE RAILWAYS.

*' |r it be true that vbntot lihr* * «u worn into 
cloth ud u*ed is amieut Romo, tbo ronlh-al iirtMoo 
ha* boos negligent in it* failure, until quit* recently, 
to detect the exLtene* of rhrvaje induatrial pulmturj 
mbottom*. Tbo Ant fatal caxeof pulmooary **be*to*i* 
wan recorded by H. 1L ][«mj ia 1900, ud a full 
aeoout of tbo ditto* wo* jlrti two Toon ago 
ia our owa column*1 by Or. W. B. Wood ud Or. 
4. X. Gloyao. Tho Home Offloo inquiry into tbo 
oifoeto of aabeatoa duat oa tho lung*, publUhed 
abortly afterward*,1 baa beta followed by tbo adoption 
of octiTo meaaun* to aupproaa duat ia aabottoa 
factor!#*. Ia many aucb factoriaa tbo latrodurtio* 
of oabaaat Ttatilatioa and tbo npiacemeat of dry 
prooaaMa by wet boro changed tbo atmoaphan ia 
which tbo work ia rnrriad out until it in now fre* 
at laaat from visible duat. Tbo opt ration of cleaning 
tbo carding machine* by ateel bruabea, undoubtedly 
a potent mure* of fatal pultoonary aabeatuaia, baa 
now beta replaced by a vacuum method, la dew 
of tho fact that tho duat particle producing tbo leeioa 
in tbo lung baa a diameter of only 3 p to 10|t it ia 
obriooa that the duat moat bo mpptwed at ita aourco; 
tbo uaa of rmpiratora hi futile. Illustration* war* 
recently given ia the daily preae of u experiment 
which ban been deviated to coat tbo London tube* 
with aabeeto* ia u attempt to mini mi** noire, 
la tbo* illustration* the workuiu waa provided 
with a double projector, Atted with trigger* by which 
ho raleaaed from two independeot jeta a spray of 
pulveriatd asbestos, apparently under coostdembl* 
air preuaure. and a eprny of Mine adhesive solution. 
According to tho Uluatraiiooa the ashesto* powder 
passed through tho atrao*pher« for something like 
six incheo before meeting the stmtu of adhesive. 
Though it ia true that the workman wav provided 
with a mask, it ia equady true that hi* clothing waa 
covered by asbestos powder. Experience in aabeeto* 
factoriaa would indicate that, should the experiment 
of the Loudon tube railway* load to on estenaiv* 
uaa of thia met bo J for deadening noire ia all the under* 
ground railway* of London, then a largo increaro in 
indue trial palmonary asbestosi* may bo expected 
ia yean to nm. la tha Houee of I'otumon* laet 
wnok (ere p. 374) Ur. W. J. U'Uouovaa naked the 
Home deoretary if adequate precaution* had been 
taken to prevent fatal lung dire*** in worker* lining 
London tube* with aabeotu*. dir Herbert Samuel 
replied that lie bad no power* of control ia rerpoet 
of thia work under the Factory or other Acta, and had 
no information at preaent ta to tho precaution* taken. 
But ho pro mired to make inquiries

HIQH 8LOOO PRESSURE ANO STROKES.
DtsriTX much investigation aince Allbutt'* original 

description of high blood pre**uro them Jo (till doubt 
about ita cauao and symptom*, specially in tha 
earlier stage*. It ia, aa a rule, only later on, when tho 
coudition ia fully developed and grave aymptoma 
have supervened, that patient* with hypcrpicaia are 
aeen and atudied by the <peciall*t. Sine* by then 
ineparable damage baa been dona. It la to earlier
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ntSULTS OP OASTRECTOh
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year*. Of tha 33 patient* 
reUpse, all but oa# hod 
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