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CO'FIDENTIAL 5th March, 19524 . .
Dear Mr, Collins,

( Azbestos Industry Repulntions
Thank you for your lottor of 3rd March, enclos=-
ing your letter of confirmation to &ir George éarnett
that tho appointment has been fixed for 3,00 p.2e On

Monday, 17th March. Thank you also for the railway
goat tickop enclosed,

I have been doinp my best to compile statistical
amcunition, but I have not been able to find anything
very convincing, You suprested that the comparison
with silicosis would be favouruble to us, but the figures
given below, which are taken from the Chief Inspector's
annual reports, show that this is not the case t-

Wi, s e e v it B2

Deaths from Silicosis and Asbgstosis contracted in

"Extracted from Annual Report of H.M. Chief Inspector of
Factories, 194%,

1939 1940 1941 A942 21943 1ok 1T Iohe 17 (MF
Silicosis 192 224+ 169 138 149 125 140 153 139 (s¢ :
fﬁ Asbestosis 18 11 17 1 8 10. 11 16 15 IS ‘ i
| T _ _ : oo
{ It will be seen that the cases of silicosis in

o factories number approximately ten times the asbestosis
cases. 1 have no precise figures of the relative numbers
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Turner & Newell Ltd,

of peoplo employed, but the total numbor subject to risk
of asbestosis cun ﬂnrdly excoed 3,000 porsons; while the
numbor liable to silicosio in pot{orion,-utooivorkn, =
stool and iron foundrios, tool and cutter grinding, and
80 on, mupt uuhstnntinllﬁ oxcoad 30,0001 the annual )
ropor{ for 1937 statos that 12,770 factorics vere nubject
to varioun Hopulantions poverning siliconis, whervas only
201 fuctorios woro nubjoct to the Asbeston Hegulations.
(liore up=to-dato fipuros have not beoon publizhed, but
thone are cufficiently indicative, althouph in both
canos a large numbor of the factories will have beon

very small).

A comparison of the avernge ages at death and
durations of omployment i3 also not holpful, as tho follow-
ing table shows $=

Xe8r3
konceat Shortesty Avoraee

Silicosis 1,093 5843 62,0 1.5 4,2
Silicosis with 1,090 53.7 6?2.0 . 0,7 1.2

Tuberculosis
Asbestosis 172 48,1 48,0 0.3 15,6
Asbestosis with 76 39,0 29,0 0. 10.3

Tuberculosis

It appears, therefore, that this line of enquiry
gives us no help,

I have looked again at the draft memorandum which
Mr. Morling forwarded to you on 6th December, and 1 have
amended pages 3, and 4, and enclose herewith the revised
version, I think that, as stated in paragraph 5« of
this draft, our case rosts on the three points that the
Regulations as they now stand are = .

(a) dmpracticable,

(b) unnecessary, and
(c) 1inconsistent with similar Regulations,
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Points (a) and (o) are, I think, sufficiently established
in this draft memorandum, but tﬁo'chier dirfieult{ ins to
ostublich point (b), Tho following fipuros may be helpe
ful, but 1 am afraid thoy are not entirely convineing t=-

Incidonce of Asbostonis sccording to typo of

Qoporution
Procossoz gubloct
EE Efﬁrgfﬁignn P \
- dust
Nunber of oiployoces 513 919
‘Percontago of total 35.9% 64 4 1%
cxploye . :
Number of cnses of 78 22
nsbostonin leading
to susponsion from
work ’
Percuntaro of total 78% 22%
casoa

It is clear that the incidence of asbestosis is
very .much less in the processes not governed by
Regulations 1, 2 or 5, that is in processes such as flyer
spinning, douéling or winding processes. In these pro-
cessos no exhaust draught or damping is required, but
dust is undoubtedly cmitted, but in_ the last 25 years
during which we have constantly employed between 500 and
900 people in these processes, there have only been 22
caces of asbestosis, and a number of these were complicated
by tuberculosis or other factors. Il am having these 22
cases further examined, to see if any more satisfactory
argument can be built upon themy for example, if we could
show that there have been no cases at all in certain pro-
cecses where we know that a certain amount of dust is
emitted, this could be used as an argument that there is
a minimum level of dust concentration below which asbeste
osis does not occur. - We need to be able to convince the
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Chief Inspootor that this minimum i3 higher than rero.
It does not uppoar that our uwtutistical evidence slone
ia likely to be convineinp, and I am, thorcfore

turning up the modicul rofercncoes,

Dr. Horowo%hor will,

of course, bo awurc of tho modicul facts, and it was

—

fuirly clear whon he was hore a few weoks ago that ho
accopts the faet that low concentrations of asbestos
dugt can be doalt with by the lunpo without damaga,
particularly if tho particle sizo is small,

Dr. Knox han roocently made a survey by ago of all
employeas in achodulod processes in this factory and has
plcked out all tho canen which are showing ovon slight
sirns of fibrosis (none of thono cuses is savere enough
to be ruspondable by the Pnoumoconiosis BOnrdA and many

of thoa aro very slipght indeod), conparcd wit

tho results

of tho similar survey magdo by Dr. Merewothor in 1930,

N

Xourg Number

Empnloyed  Examined
f 0- & 89
Merewother( 5 « 9 141
and 10 « 14 8%
(~1ce (15 - 19 28
(20 and 21
over —_—
Totals 363
Comparison( 0 - 66.
with (10 « 1 20
Rochdale (15 - 19 89
(20 and .85
over —
Totals 860

LTt

Cancs of Fibroaig
Groun
Ancidenge  Averagq
Number  nergenk Arg
(4] - -
36 e 255 .
27 3241
15 gB.é
17 80.9
95 2642
o - -
8 3.37 g-#
18 21 W3
29 ERD W72

These figures, which have been passed to Dr,
MarewetharI show that very substantial progress has been
8

made at th

factor

Yy in the elimination of asbestosis,

but we can hardly claim that they prove that complete
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prevention of dust is not essentisl in order to eliminate
the disease, I am having the 29 cases analysed by job,
in the samo way as the 22 suspended cases montionod above,
and possibly the results will show that some scheduled
processes are not dangerous at all, ’

No doubt you will be speakinz to me about the
above and porhaps wo can arrange to meoot at some puitable
time noxt wook, I am pretty well tied up until

'WodnesdnyI with the Board meoting and visits of Board of
[+

Trado offlcinls, but any timo on Thursday would suit me =
proforubly the ufternoon. Alternsiively, Wodnosday
aftornoon or Friday aftornoon would do, but Friday 1s
rathor close to our visit to London.

Yours W
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